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The study of the problems related with the meehanisms of food uptake by
marineealanoid eopepods hawe been generally foeused through two main
eriteria: eopepods filtrate all the partieles, using the mouth parts as
a mesh, or they pereeive the partieles and select the interosting ones.
In fact, the two moehanisms play an important rOle, as it has been
pointed out by STRICKLER (1980).

The aim of this note is to present, with the help of amovie, the pos­
sibilities of visual observation as a method for studiying how important
the two foeding systems above mentioned are. A deseription of part of
the meehanisms involved has been presented in a previous paper (ALCARAZ
et nl., 1980). . _,'

The speeies filmed is Euealanus erassus Giesbr.; the animal has been
maintained in focus by means of a fine dog-hair glued to its fourth
thoraeie segment. The hni~ ends in foreeps whieh are mounted in a miero­
manipulator.

Duo to the froeueney of the feeding movoments of the mouth parts"and
the diameter of the setae involved, and also of the algae supplied
(Rhizosolenia indiea, Skeletonema eostatum and Lauderia borealis), the
film must be tak8n at 5UO frames per seeond, with an exposure time of
111~see, whieh givo a thoo~etieal resolution of 2)lm. A more detailed
deseription of the mothod ean be fo~nd in ALCAnAZ et al., (1900).
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