
International Council for O. 0 197
the Exploration of the Sea Sh llf1s

Thls ~per 1s not to be cited w1t 0 t th
of the author.

On the occurrence and diurnal rb;y 11 0

(Isopoda) off Mauretania

Fritz Gosselek

Biological 6ection, Dept. of Marine and ris
Wilhelm Pieck University Bostock t GDB

Summary

A denae population Qf Euryd!c truncata BO:r.m6~

in the eourse of atudies on thaacrozo ben
West African eontinental shelf between 23°
almost18,OOO individusls/m2 we found. Tb!
emall erabs which it catehes in the plankton.
inhabit5 the ediment during the day time. ri i
agial during the night to cateh.its prey.
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Pendant les ätudes portant sur 18 macrofaune
soele eont1nent81 nord ouest africain entr
nord et 250 de longitude nord nous a frap

. de Eurydice truneata Norman. On trouv6 q: e
iodividus par 1 m2 • E. truncata mange de pet. t
qu'il attrappe dans 1e planeton Pend ot 1
vit dans le sbdiment et monte, la Duit, dan
pour y ehereher sa proie.

The i opods form a regularly obs rred comp
macrozoobenthos in the shelf regions off N '.

ticular, a dense popula"l;ioo of Eurydiee trunc
noticed in the regio between 230 N and 25
was found both in benthos and plan on sample

Th1s paper 18 based on work performed duri
"1970 - 1976 on board the research vesse s tE' n
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xand r von Humboldt" belonging ~o taG. ..
t fÜr e e~kuDd of th Acade~~ sciences of the GD~~~

·.f e . 1 ton sopl s were collected by means ot' a UNESCO '.;
s1;and 0' .OS Ilß Det (type 2). The ben'tbos s p were ob-. ':',

. ~ . t ined '1 ~ 9 ~ b tto grab (van Veen 0.12 m2). Some ..
. : . '0. the g:t'~' am ~e~ ~e immediately fixed 'com eta ( ithou~

.". sl-eving) 1·n a 0 aliD/sea water m1x-tur8' (1: 9). ,The animals
'.. '. 'ere sUbsequently removed fr m tne rough mussal ahall ,sediment .

.:. " .' . ~p.er ~ ~t~reoscopic microseope (6.3 Je. 0.63). Some 'of' the . '.
'," .vaiu8s er obtained 'trom part-samples taken from the gral?'

, '.:" . ~~ples by 'means of 8. tubular bottom sampler (42 'cm2 )'. . . ..
v • 11.. • -.n •• e" •
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. . ..
. ' .'. ~.EU.ry c' truncata l~~bits the upper 2 - 3 mm' of tue '1008e,' .

.' .' . :. . ' . .. . .' . .( .
: ,'. :.. :' ,.' mu~sel schill. sediment.• Aquarium observations ha e revealed ,. ,.. ., ... .

,', .' ..:. ~hat. these animals do, not. penatra~e deepß int.o I he sedi,ment.:" :'_
; .... ". :: When' .d1sturbed,· they sw1.m o'ut 'bf the sedim n.t'. $~ truncata 1s '.

',' . ·a: very sk1lltul end' fast sw1mmer.. " ."
..... , .' :-; ..··E.·t.~uncata 113 ttie speclea wlth t'he Chighest· riuiI!bers of 'in- , ': .,' ',' "

.' '. dividuaIs . ~und "in th~ region of bur experiments. For 'example:', " .
a' $1ngle gr~b sample taken 'at station 1/76 :AR (b) (23Q24'.N .. · ','
.16°25.5' W, ebruary 2?th~ 1976, depth: ,30 m) contaiped ~:15'.:
ind1v1duals. 'Tb.-is workß out to about 18.000 animals/m~. In' a· ... ···
.. '" . .'

" com~able region off.the Indian" co~st, Eur.yd~ce peratici~'

JOn'es was oDserv-e'd' in concent at'ions exceeding 2.. 000 indi:V:id.-·~. . .
uals/m2 . (Eleftheriou and ,Jon'es, 1976). Eurydiceis a dominant' .' ,", ..

f/ • ,. • ' ~

'specles in both r,egioDS. On ttl~ schill bank off Mauretania.~ . ,
. however, the average' frequenc:y with which t11e e.pec~es 1s found :. .' .

•. " ~s lower* d~e to the presence of the lancelet Branchiost6~a', 0 ...._ •

.. . Benegal~~se Webb' (Gosselc~, 1975; ,Gosselek, in press).: Tl:le "

occurrence o~ E. truncata is not so evenly distr1buted as the
~ .

·lanc~l~t. For example, no Eu'ydice truncata we' fnund at
'. .., 0 (.. (I, ..

4' of 21 closely t ....ted etat1 DS (table 1), although larice-'
. 0 .

. lets ~ere regblarly observed here. ffowev~r. both, spec'es
are , 0 be regarded as ~he m s characteristic and' frequently .
:occ\u-riJ: an 10 rganisll's iu this Fegion.
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