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1903-1925 = ICES Publication de Circonstances







Mather et al. 2008. Fisheries 33(9): 444-453.

ICES JMS     700    65%     35%     10

L&O                                 500             80%    35%
MEPS                              1300           80%    45%
PLOS ONE              55000         95%    70%



My question is: are we making an impact?

2015 JiF = 2.6 (OUP estimate)



Taylor et al. (2008) Ethics in Science and Environmental Politics

1668 journals
=20% 6320

=80%

23 journals
= 0.3%



That’s it? That’s peer review?



Dual editorial 
pre-screening



40 days to first decision

4-6 weeks to online first



Manuscript types that are unlikely to be 
pursued through peer review (=35%)

 Principally descriptive studies that are absent of a clear objective 
or hypothesis, or which are narrow in scientific scope or relevance. 

 Studies that are based upon limited data sets, for example, low 
level of replication; small sample size; limited number of sample 
dates/locations; short time series etc. 

 Species-specific or regional studies that may be of local 
importance but are not set in a wider context nor integrated with 
analogous work conducted elsewhere. 

 Case studies that are confirmatory of a large body of earlier work 
and that do not clearly add something novel that extends our 
understanding of the question. 



Common reasons for rejection of 
manuscripts following peer review (=45%)

• flawed study design

• inappropriate methodology or statistical analysis

• lack of detail/clarity in the methods that prevent reviewers 
from understanding how the research was done (e.g. sample 
size; level of replication; statistical analyses…)

• lack of novelty/only confirmatory of previously published 
work

• interpretations that are not strongly supported by the data 
and/or that greatly overstep the constraints of the work 



Submitting to the Symposium issue

•  Be sure to connect your work to the  
    symposium themes

• Spend time on your cover letter

• Submit online – specify this symposium

• Suggest an editor and reviewers 
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