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ICES Request Form 
Request from European Commission, DG MARE, Unit D3 

Request announced February 2026 
Request received 27 April 2026 
Answer deadline client Date for ICES to make an offer (usually 4-6 weeks after 

announcement) 

Request code (client) 26_01 – Selectivity indicators 
Request code (ICES) 

Request Data Request for Selectivity Indicators 
Request to ICES: 
ICES is requested to: 

Provide FLStock objects for the list of ICES stocks that were identified to have age-structured information available 
(attachment: “Stock list ICES XX_XX.xlsx”). 

This information will be used by JRC scientists to calculate selectivity indicators for the next STECF monitoring 
report of the Common Fisheries Policy, as per Art. 50 of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013, for the next report on 
the implementation of the Technical Measures Regulation, as per Art. 31 of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241, and 
relevant scientific publications. 

The information request can be seen as "tiered" approach Tier 1 - 2, depending on data availability in the form 
"FLStock" objects based on assessments conducted in 2025 or the most updated ones, such that: 

Tier 1: All FLStock (or FLStockR) objects that are available (e.g. from WGMIXFISH) 

Tier 2: If Tier 1 is not available, the following information is requested in the unified format: 

• F-at-age matrix

• M-at-age

• Catch-at-age matrix

• Weight-at-age matrix

• Age range for Fbar

• Numbers-at-age matrix

• Maturity-at-age

For all the available Tier 1 and Tier 2 stocks, information of the stock recruitment relationship is requested either 
as an FLSR object or in any other format is available 
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Attached is: 

(1) The list of identified stocks by ICES region: “SPECIES ANNEX XIV stock list ICES Data Request Selec-
tivity Indicators.xlsx”.

Background: 

Article 50 of the Common Fisheries Policy1, sets an annual reporting obligation to assess the progress on 
achieving maximum sustainable yield and the situation of fish stocks in European waters. This work is 
carried out at the JRC during Q1 of every year since 2015 and reviewed by STECF. 

Article 31 of the Technical Measures Regulation2, sets a reporting obligation to assess the extent to which 
technical measures both at regional level and at Union level have contributed, since 2013, to achieving the 
objectives set out in Article 3 and the targets set out in Article 4 of Regulation 1241/2019. This includes i.e. 
selectivity improvements, protection of marine habitats and sensitive species and the calculation of selec-
tivity indicators as laid out in Article 31(2) of Regulation 1241/2019 for the key indicator stocks for the 
species listed in Annex XIV. 

The first report was adopted in September 2021, and included the work carried out by STECF regarding 
the selectivity indicators, based in the data provided by ICES in 2021. 

The next reporting exercise is planned in 2027, and amongst others, it will contain an update of the selec-
tivity indicators.  

ICES is therefore requested to provide the data as explained in the section ‘request’. 

Preferred deadline: Mid-May 2026 

ICES response: 
ICES will provide FLStock objects for the stocks included in the request that are supported by compatible 
ICES assessments (Tier 1), based on the most recent assessments. These have already been collated and are 
currently undergoing final consistency checks prior to delivery.  
However, a few important limitations and updates need to be highlighted:  

• Some stocks included in the original list cannot be provided as FLStock objects. This applies, for
example, to haddock (had.27.7.a), which has been downgraded to category 5, as the working group
has not been able to derive reliable estimates of stock status or trends.

• For Baltic cod stocks (cod.27.22–24 and cod.27.24–32), the situation is different. While the assess-
ment models are considered reliable, fishing mortality estimates are not, potentially due to addi-
tional sources of natural mortality. As a result, these FLStock objects are not considered suitable

1 Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on the Common 
Fisheries Policy, amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No 1224/2009 and repealing Council Reg-
ulations (EC) No 2371/2002 and (EC) No 639/2004 and Council Decision 2004/585/EC 

2 Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on the conservation of fish-
eries resources and the protection of marine ecosystems through technical measures, amending Council Regulations 
(EC) No 1967/2006, (EC) No 1224/2009 and Regulations (EU) No 1380/2013, (EU) 2016/1139, (EU) 2018/973, (EU) 
2019/472 and (EU) 2019/1022 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Council Regulations (EC) 
No 894/97, (EC) No 850/98, (EC) No 2549/2000, (EC) No 254/2002, (EC) No 812/2004 and (EC) No 2187/2005 
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for selectivity analyses. 
• For Baltic plaice, the stock structure has been revised and is now treated as a single stock (ple.27.21–

32). Due to the specificities of the assessment model, only the FLStock object corresponding to the
model including landings and dead discards will be provided, following guidance from the stock
coordinator.

• For North Sea cod (cod.27.46a7d20), only catches aggregated across all substocks can be provided
within the FLStock object.

Regarding stock–recruitment relationships (SRR), and following clarification with the requesters, ICES will 
not provide FLSR objects, as these are not available. Instead, a summary table will be delivered, reporting 
for each stock the SRR model used and the corresponding data years applied in the estimation of the most 
recent reference points.  
In addition, for stocks that use eqSim to estimate the stock–recruitment relationship, the correspond-
ing eqsr_fit object will be provided. Note that parameters estimated by eqSim are stochastic; therefore, ei-
ther the median is reported or no parameter values are reported at all. In most cases, no parameter values 
are reported.  
Only three stocks do not have an eqsr_fit object available: Norwegian coastal cod (cod.27.1–2coastN), for 
which no functional SRR was identified, and reference points are not based on such a relationship, and the 
Southern (hke.27.8c9a) and Northern (hke.27.3a46-8abd) hake stocks. For these latter stocks, the assessment 
is based on the Stock Synthesis model, where the SRR is estimated through a segmented regression (Type 
2) using the assessment model simulations; therefore, no eqsr_fit object is available.
In summary, when SRR information from an eqsr_fit object is available from the stock assessor (i.e. pro-
vided to ICES), this will be delivered as the primary source. Otherwise, the summary table will serve as
supporting information.

Planning ICES As above 

WG(s) involved WGNSSK, AFWG, WGCSE, WGFAS, WGBIE 

Preparation timing As above 
Review group - 
Advice drafting group - 
ACOM Webex - 
Release date A technical service will be released on 2 June 2026. 

Grey cells to be filled in by ICES 
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