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Celtic Seas Partnership

• Building on successful 
PISCES project 

• Four year EC Life + funded 
project (2013-2016)

• WWF-UK lead with University 
of Liverpool, SeaWeb Europe, 
NERC-BODC and Eastern 
and Midland Regional 
Assembly



Process and sectors involved

• Supporting transboundary
implementation of EU 
Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive in the Celtic Seas 
through the ecosystem 
approach

• Engagement with over 750 
marine stakeholders from 
22 sectors, including
fisheries, energy, 
governments, eNGOs, 
aquaculture, shipping…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHT8FTutAoE


Celtic Seas Partnership Objectives

1. Increase stakeholder understanding of marine policy

2. Build & develop relationships between sectors and 
countries

3. Increase stakeholder involvement in marine policy and 
decision-making and influence management practices 

4. Improve the availability of information at Celtic Seas 
scale



Capacity building

Multi-national and 
national stakeholder 
workshops

Online MSFD tutorial



Stakeholder initiatives

• Marine Litter: Eco-
schools programme

• Biological diversity: 
Engaging fisheries in 
monitoring

• Non-indigenous 
species: Celtic Seas 
scale biosecurity 
protocol



Future Trends

• Demonstrate need for 
integrated management in 
the Celtic Seas 

• Highlight possible future 
trends in the Celtic Seas 
over the next 20 years

• Stakeholder engagement: 
trade offs between 
alternative scenarios



Best practice guidelines

A. Transboundary marine governance
B. Co-location of marine renewables 
C. Conflict resolution
D. Terrestrial Planning & MSFD



Main challenges

• Growing number of 
activities and uses

• Ever more crowded 
policy environment



Conclusions: the way forward

• Legacy of Celtic Seas 
Partnership and outcomes

• Continued stakeholder 
engagement platform across 
sectors and countries

• Celtic Seas Forum? 



Thanks for listening!

Jenny Oates, WWF-UK
Celtic Seas Project Manager

joates@wwf.org.uk

www.celticseaspartnership.eu
Twitter/celticseas

http://www.celticseaspartnership.eu/
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