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PREAMBLE
This Agreement (‘the Agreement’) is between the following parties:
on the one part,

the European Union (‘EU’), represented by the European Commission (‘European
Commission’ or ‘granting authority’), represented for the purposes of signature of this
Specific grant agreement by Director Fisheries Policy Atlantic, North Sea, Baltic and
Outermost regions, Mr Fabrizio Donatella,

and

on the other part,

‘the beneficiary’:

ICES -International Council on the Exploration of the Sea
Intergovernmental organization with legal personality

Entity registration number: 12063814

PIC 997629190

Established in H.C. Andersen Boulevard 44-46, 1553 Copenhagen V, Denmark,

represented for the purposes of signature of this Specific agreement by the ICES General
Secretary, Mr Alan Haynie.

The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement.

By signing the Agreement and the accession forms, the beneficiary accepts the grant and
agrees to implement the action under its own responsibility and in accordance with the
Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

The Agreement is composed of:
Preamble

Terms and Conditions (including Data Sheet)
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Annex 1
Annex 2
Annex 2a
Annex 3
Annex 3a
Annex 4
Annex 5

Annex 6

Description of the action

Estimated budget for the action and budget assumptions

Additional information on unit costs and contributions - Not applicable
Accession forms - Not applicable

Declaration on joint and several liability of affiliated entities - Not applicable
Model for the financial statements- Not applicable

Specific rules

Stock list of advices
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CHAPTER 1 GENERAL

ARTICLE 1 — SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreement sets out the rights and obligations and terms and conditions applicable to the
grant awarded 4500181777 under Framework Partnership Agreement No MARE/2023/ICES
for the implementation of the action set out in Chapter 2.

ARTICLE 2 — DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Agreement, the following definitions apply:

Action — The project which is being funded in the context of this Agreement.

Grant — The grant awarded in the context of this Agreement.

EU grants —  Grants awarded by EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies (including
EU executive agencies, EU regulatory agencies, EDA, joint undertakings,
etc.).

Participants —  Entities participating in the action as beneficiaries, affiliated entities,

associated partners, third parties giving in-kind contributions, subcontractors
or recipients of financial support to third parties.

Beneficiaries (BEN) — The signatories of this Agreement (either directly or through an
accession form).

Affiliated entities (AE) — Entities affiliated to a beneficiary within the meaning of Article
190 of EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509' which participate in the action
with similar rights and obligations as the beneficiaries (obligation to
implement action tasks and right to charge costs and claim contributions).

Associated partners (AP) — Entities which participate in the action, but without the right to
charge costs or claim contributions.

Purchases — Contracts for goods, works or services needed to carry out the action (e.g.
equipment, consumables and supplies) but which are not part of the action
tasks (see Annex 1).

' For the definition, see Article 190 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 23 September 2024 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union
(recast) (‘EU Financial Regulation’) (OJ L, 2024/2509, 26.9.2024): “affiliated entities [are]:

(a) entities that form a sole beneficiary [(i.e. where an entity is formed of several entities that satisfy the
criteria for being awarded a grant, including where the entity is specifically established for the purpose of
implementing an action to be financed by a grant)];

(b) entities that satisfy the eligibility criteria and that do not fall within one of the situations referred to
in Article 138(1) and 143(1) and that have a link with the beneficiary, in particular a legal or capital link,
which is neither limited to the action nor established for the sole purpose of its implementation™.
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Subcontracting — Contracts for goods, works or services that are part of the action tasks (see
Annex 1).

In-kind contributions — In-kind contributions within the meaning of Article 2(38) of EU
Financial Regulation 2024/2509, i.e. non-financial resources made available
free of charge by third parties.

Fraud — Fraud within the meaning of Article 3 of EU Directive 2017/1371% and
Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’
financial interests, drawn up by the Council Act of 26 July 1995°, as well as
any other wrongful or criminal deception intended to result in financial or
personal gain.

Irregularities — Any type of breach (regulatory or contractual) which could impact the EU
financial interests, including irregularities within the meaning of Article
1(2) of EU Regulation 2988/95".

Grave professional misconduct — Any type of unacceptable or improper behaviour in
exercising one’s profession, especially by employees, including grave
professional misconduct within the meaning of Article 138(1)(c) of EU
Financial Regulation 2024/2509.

Applicable EU, international and national law — Any legal acts or other (binding or non-
binding) rules and guidance in the area concerned.

Portal — EU Funding & Tenders Portal; electronic portal and exchange system
managed by the European Commission and used by itself and other EU
institutions, bodies, offices or agencies for the management of their funding
programmes (grants, procurements, prizes, etc.).

CHAPTER 2 ACTION

ARTICLE 3 — ACTION

The grant is awarded for the action ICES scientific advice — 4500181777 (‘action’), as
described in Annex 1.

ARTICLE 4 — DURATION AND STARTING DATE

The duration and the starting date of the action are set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 1).

"

Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 2017 on the fight against
fraud to the Union’s financial interests by means of criminal law (OJ L 198, 28.7.2017, p. 29).

0OJ C 316, 27.11.1995, p. 48.
Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection of the European
Communities financial interests (OJ L 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1).

14
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CHAPTER3  GRANT

ARTICLE 5 — GRANT
5.1 Form of grant

The grant is an action grant’ which takes the form of a budget-based mixed actual cost grant
(i.e. a grant based on actual costs incurred, but which may also include other forms of
funding, such as unit costs or contributions, flat-rate costs or contributions, lump sum costs or
contributions or financing not linked to costs).

5.2 Maximum grant amount

The maximum grant amount is set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 3) and in the estimated
budget (Annex 2).

53 Funding rate

The funding rate for costs is 60,31% of the action’s eligible costs. Contributions are not
subject to any funding rate.

5.4  Estimated budget, budget categories and forms of funding
The estimated budget for the action is set out in Annex 2.

It contains the estimated eligible costs and contributions for the action, broken down by
budget category.

Annex 2 also shows the types of costs and contributions (forms of funding)® to be used for
each budget category.

If unit costs or contributions are used, the details on the calculation will be explained in
Annex 2a.

5.5  Budget flexibility

The budget breakdown may be adjusted — without an amendment (see Article 39) — by
transfers (between participants and budget categories), as long as this does not imply any
substantive or important change to the description of the action in Annex 1.

However:
- changes to the budget category for volunteers (if used) always require an amendment

- changes to budget categories with lump sums costs or contributions (if used; including
financing not linked to costs) always require an amendment

For the definition, see Article 180(2)(a) EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509: ‘action grant’ means an EU
grant to finance “an action intended to help achieve a Union policy objective”.

See Article 125 EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.

15
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- changes to budget categories with higher funding rates or budget ceilings (if used)
always require an amendment

- addition of amounts for subcontracts not provided for in Annex 1 either require an
amendment or simplified approval in accordance with Article 6.2

- other changes require an amendment or simplified approval, if specifically provided
for in Article 6.2

- flexibility caps: transfers between budget categories of more than 20% of the total
costs and contributions set out in Annex 2 require an amendment

ARTICLE 6 — ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In order to be eligible, costs and contributions must meet the eligibility conditions set out in

this Article.

6.1 General eligibility conditions

The general eligibility conditions are the following:

(a) for actual costs:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

they must be actually incurred by the beneficiary

they must be incurred in the period set out in Article 4 (with the exception of
costs relating to the submission of the final periodic report, which may be

incurred afterwards; see Article 21)

they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2
and Annex 2

they must be incurred in connection with the action as described in Annex 1
and necessary for its implementation

they must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular recorded in the
beneficiary’s accounts in accordance with the accounting standards applicable
in the country where the beneficiary is established and with the beneficiary’s
usual cost accounting practices

they must comply with the applicable national law on taxes, labour and social
security and

they must be reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of
sound financial management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency

(b) for unit costs or contributions (if any):

(1)

(ii)

they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2
and Annex 2

the units must;
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- be actually used or produced by the beneficiary in the period set out in
Article 4 (with the exception of units relating to the submission of the

final periodic report, which may be used or produced afterwards; see
Article 21)

- be necessary for the implementation of the action and

(iii)  the number of units must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular
supported by records and documentation (see Article 20)

(c) for flat-rate costs or contributions (if any):

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2
and Annex 2

(i)  the costs or contributions to which the flat-rate is applied must:
- beeligible

- relate to the period set out in Article 4 (with the exception of costs or
contributions relating to the submission of the final periodic report,
which may be incurred afterwards; see Article 21)

(d) for lump sum costs or contributions (if any):

(i)  they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2
and Annex 2

(ii)  the work must be properly implemented by the beneficiary in accordance
with Annex 1

(iii)  the deliverables/outputs must be achieved in the period set out in Article 4
(with the exception of deliverables/outputs relating to the submission of the
final periodic report, which may be achieved afterwards; see Article 21)

(e) for unit, flat-rate or lump sum costs or contributions according to usual cost
accounting practices (if any):

(i) they must fulfil the general eligibility conditions for the type of cost
concerned

(i)  the cost accounting practices must be applied in a consistent manner, based
on objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding

(f) for financing not linked to costs (if any): the results must be achieved or the conditions
must be fulfilled as described in Annex 1.

In addition, for direct cost categories (e.g. personnel, travel & subsistence, subcontracting and
other direct costs) only costs that are directly linked to the action implementation and can
therefore be attributed to it directly are eligible. They must not include any indirect costs (i.e.
costs that are only indirectly linked to the action, e.g. via cost drivers).

17
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6.2 Specific eligibility conditions for each budget category

For each budget category, the specific eligibility conditions are as follows:
Direct costs

A. Personnel costs

A.1 Costs for employees (or equivalent) are eligible as personnel costs, if they fulfil the
general eligibility conditions and are related to personnel working for the beneficiary under an
employment contract (or equivalent appointing act) and assigned to the action.

They must be limited to salaries, social security contributions, taxes and other costs linked to
the remuneration, if they arise from national law or the employment contract (or equivalent
appointing act) and be calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred, in accordance
with the following method:

The personnel costs are based on estimates of percentage of time spent on the action.
The actual costs reported will be based on the number of hours registered on the
action in the ICES timekeeping system, Agresso, multiplied by an actual hourly salary
rate based on salary, pension, social costs, health insurance.

The number of day-equivalents declared for a person must be identifiable and verifiable (see
Article 20).

The total number of day-equivalents declared in EU grants, for a person for a year, cannot be
higher than 215.

The personnel costs may also include supplementary payments for personnel assigned to the
action (including payments on the basis of supplementary contracts regardless of their nature),
if:

- it is part of the beneficiary’s usual remuneration practices and is paid in a consistent
manner whenever the same kind of work or expertise is required

- the criteria used to calculate the supplementary payments are objective and generally
applied by the beneficiary, regardless of the source of funding used.

A.2 and A.3 Costs for natural persons working under a direct contract other than an
employment contract and costs for seconded persons by a third party against payment are
also eligible as personnel costs, if they are assigned to the action, fulfil the general eligibility
conditions and:

(a) work under conditions similar to those of an employee (in particular regarding the way
the work is organised, the tasks that are performed and the premises where they are
performed) and

(b) the result of the work belongs to the beneficiary (unless agreed otherwise).

They must be calculated on the basis of a rate which corresponds to the costs actually incurred
for the direct contract or secondment and must not be significantly different from those for
personnel performing similar tasks under an employment contract with the beneficiary.
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B. Subcontracting costs

Subcontracting costs for the action (including related duties, taxes and charges, such as non-
deductible or non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible, if they are calculated on the
basis of the costs actually incurred, fulfil the general eligibility conditions and are awarded
using the beneficiary’s usual purchasing practices — provided these ensure subcontracts with
best value for money (or if appropriate the lowest price) and that there is no conflict of
interests (see Article 12).

Beneficiaries that are ‘contracting authorities/entities’ within the meaning of the EU
Directives on public procurement must also comply with the applicable national law on public
procurement.

The tasks to be subcontracted and the estimated cost for each subcontract must be set out in
Annex 1 and the total estimated costs of subcontracting per beneficiary must be set out in
Annex 2 (or may be approved ex post in the periodic report, if the use of subcontracting does
not entail changes to the Agreement which would call into question the decision awarding the
grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants; ‘simplified approval
procedure’).

C. Purchase costs

Purchase costs for the action (including related duties, taxes and charges, such as non-
deductible or non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible, if they fulfil the general
eligibility conditions and are bought using the beneficiary’s usual purchasing practices —
provided these ensure purchases with best value for money (or if appropriate the lowest price)
and that there is no conflict of interests (see Article 12).

Beneficiaries that are ‘contracting authorities/entities’ within the meaning of the EU
Directives on public procurement must also comply with the applicable national law on public
procurement.

C.1 Travel and subsistence
Purchases for travel, accommodation and subsistence must be calculated as follows:

- travel: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary’s
usual practices on travel

- accommodation: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the
beneficiary’s usual practices on travel

- subsistence: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the
beneficiary’s usual practices on travel

C.2 Equipment

Purchases of equipment, infrastructure or other assets used for the action must be declared
as depreciation costs, calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred and written off in
accordance with international accounting standards and the beneficiary’s usual accounting
practices.
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Only the portion of the costs that corresponds to the rate of actual use for the action during the
action duration can be taken into account.

Costs for renting or leasing equipment, infrastructure or other assets are also eligible, if they
do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment, infrastructure or assets and do not
include any financing fees.

C.3 Other goods, works and services

Purchases of other goods, works and services must be calculated on the basis of the costs
actually incurred.

Such goods, works and services include, for instance, consumables and supplies, promotion,
dissemination, protection of results, translations, publications, certificates and financial
guarantees, if required under the Agreement.

D. Other cost categories
Not applicable

Indirect costs

E. Indirect costs

Indirect costs will be reimbursed at the flat-rate of 7% of the eligible direct costs (categories
A-D, except volunteers costs and exempted specific cost categories, if any).

Contributions

Not applicable

6.3  Ineligible costs and contributions

The following costs or contributions are ineligible:

(a) costs or contributions that do not comply with the conditions set out above (Article 6.1
and 6.2), in particular:

G

(ii)  debt and debt service charges

)  costs related to return on capital and dividends paid by a beneficiary

—

(iii)  provisions for future losses or debts
(iv)  interest owed
(v)  currency exchange losses

(vi)  bank costs charged by the beneficiary’s bank for transfers from the granting
authority

(vii)  excessive or reckless expenditure

(viii)  deductible or refundable VAT (including VAT paid by public bodies acting
as public authority)
20
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(ix) costs incurred or contributions for activities implemented during grant
agreement suspension (see Article 31)

(x)  in-kind contributions by third parties

(b) costs or contributions declared under other EU grants (or grants awarded by an EU
Member State, non-EU country or other body implementing the EU budget), except
for the following cases:

(i)  Synergy actions: not applicable

(ii)  if the action grant is combined with an operating grant’ running during the
same period and the beneficiary can demonstrate that the operating grant does
not cover any (direct or indirect) costs of the action grant

(c) costs or contributions for staff of a national (or regional/local) administration, for
activities that are part of the administration’s normal activities (i.e. not undertaken
only because of the grant)

(d) costs or contributions (especially travel and subsistence) for staff or representatives of
EU institutions, bodies or agencies

(e) other:
(i)  country restrictions for eligible costs: not applicable
(ii)  other ineligible costs: not applicable
6.4 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary declares costs or contributions that are ineligible, they will be rejected (see
Article 27).

This may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

CHAPTER 4 GRANT IMPLEMENTATION

SECTION1 CONSORTIUM: BENEFICIARIES, AFFILIATED ENTITIES AND
OTHER PARTICIPANTS

ARTICLE 7 — BENEFICIARIES

The beneficiaries, as signatories of the Agreement, are fully responsible towards the granting
authority for implementing it and for complying with all its obligations.

For the definition, see Article 190(2) EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509: “Where several entities satisfy
the criteria for being awarded a grant and together form one entity, that entity may be treated as the sole
beneficiary, including where it is specifically established for the purpose of implementing the action
financed by the grant.”
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They must implement the Agreement to their best abilities, in good faith and in accordance
with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

They must have the appropriate resources to implement the action and implement the action
under their own responsibility and in accordance with Article 11. If they rely on affiliated
entities or other participants (see Articles 8 and 9), they retain sole responsibility towards the
granting authority and the other beneficiaries.

They are jointly responsible for the technical implementation of the action. If one of the
beneficiaries fails to implement their part of the action, the other beneficiaries must ensure
that this part is implemented by someone else (without being entitled to an increase of the
maximum grant amount and subject to an amendment; see Article 39). The financial
responsibility of each beneficiary in case of recoveries is governed by Article 22.

The beneficiaries (and their action) must remain eligible under the EU programme funding
the grant for the entire duration of the action. Costs and contributions will be eligible only as
long as the beneficiary and the action are eligible.

The internal roles and responsibilities of the beneficiaries are divided as follows:

(a) Each beneficiary must:

(i) keep information stored in the Portal Participant Register up to date (see
Article 19) — Not applicable

(i))  inform the granting authority (and the other beneficiaries) immediately of any
events or circumstances likely to affect significantly or delay the
implementation of the action (see Article 19)

(iii)  submit to the coordinator in good time:
- the pre-financing guarantees (if required; see Article 23)

- the financial statements and certificates on the financial statements
(CFS) (if required; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3)

- the contribution to the deliverables and technical reports (see Article
21)

- any other documents or information required by the granting authority
under the Agreement

(iv)  submit via the Portal data and information related to the participation of their
affiliated entities. — Not applicable

(b) The coordinator must:
(i)  monitor that the action is implemented properly (see Article 11)

(ii)  act as the intermediary for all communications between the consortium and
the granting authority, unless the Agreement or granting authority specifies
otherwise, and in particular:
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- submit the pre-financing guarantees to the granting authority (if any)

- request and review any documents or information required and verify
their quality and completeness before passing them on to the granting
authority

- submit the deliverables and reports to the granting authority

- inform the granting authority about the payments made to the other
beneficiaries (report on the distribution of payments; if required, see
Articles 22 and 32)

(iii)  distribute the payments received from the granting authority to the other
beneficiaries without unjustified delay (see Article 22).

The coordinator may not delegate or subcontract the above-mentioned tasks to any other
beneficiary or third party (including affiliated entities).

However, coordinators which are public bodies may delegate the tasks set out in Point (b)(ii)
last indent and (iii) above to entities with ‘authorisation to administer’ which they have
created or which are controlled by or affiliated to them. In this case, the coordinator retains
sole responsibility for the payments and for compliance with the obligations under the
Agreement.

Moreover, coordinators which are ‘sole beneficiaries’® (or similar, such as European research
infrastructure consortia (ERICs)) may delegate the tasks set out in Point (b)(i) to (iii) above to
one of their members. The coordinator retains sole responsibility for compliance with the
obligations under the Agreement.

The beneficiaries must have internal arrangements regarding their operation and co-
ordination, to ensure that the action is implemented properly.

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 1), not applicable for ICES, these
arrangements must be set out in a written consortium agreement between the beneficiaries,
covering for instance:

the internal organisation of the consortium
- the management of access to the Portal

- different distribution keys for the payments and financial responsibilities in case of
recoveries (if any)

- additional rules on rights and obligations related to background and results (see Article
16)

For the definition, see Article 190(2) EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509: “Where several entities satisfy
the criteria for being awarded a grant and together form one entity, that entity may be treated as the sole
beneficiary, including where it is specifically established for the purpose of implementing the action
financed by the grant.”
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- settlement of internal disputes
- liability, indemnification and confidentiality arrangements between the beneficiaries.
The internal arrangements must not contain any provision contrary to this Agreement.
ARTICLE 8 — AFFILIATED ENTITIES
Not applicable
ARTICLE 9 — OTHER PARTICIPANTS INVOLVED IN THE ACTION
9.1 Associated partners
Not applicable
9.2  Third parties giving in-kind contributions to the action

Other third parties may give in-kind contributions to the action (i.e. personnel, equipment,
other goods, works and services, etc. which are free-of-charge), if necessary for the
implementation.

Third parties giving in-kind contributions do not implement any action tasks. They may not
charge costs or contributions to the action and the costs for the in-kind contributions are not
eligible.

The third parties and their in-kind contributions should be set out in Annex 1
9.3 Subcontractors
Subcontractors may participate in the action, if necessary for the implementation.

Subcontractors must implement their action tasks in accordance with Article 11. The costs for
the subcontracted tasks (invoiced price from the subcontractor) are eligible and may be
charged by the beneficiaries, under the conditions set out in Article 6. The costs will be
included in Annex 2 as part of the beneficiaries’ costs.

The beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles 11 (proper
implementation), 12 (conflict of interest), 13 (confidentiality and security), 14 (ethics), 17.2
(visibility), 18 (specific rules for carrying out action), 19 (information) and 20 (record-
keeping) also apply to the subcontractors.

The beneficiaries must ensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 (e.g. granting authority,
OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the
subcontractors.

9.4 Recipients of financial support to third parties

Not applicable
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ARTICLE 10 — PARTICIPANTS WITH SPECIAL STATUS

10.1

Non-EU participants

Participants which are established in a non-EU country (if any) undertake to comply with
their obligations under the Agreement and:

to respect general principles (including fundamental rights, values and ethical
principles, environmental and labour standards, rules on classified information,
intellectual property rights, visibility of funding and protection of personal data)

for the submission of certificates under Article 24: to use qualified external auditors
which are independent and comply with comparable standards as those set out in EU
Directive 2006/43/EC°

for the controls under Article 25: to allow for checks, reviews, audits and
investigations (including on-the-spot checks, visits and inspections) by the bodies
mentioned in that Article (e.g. granting authority, OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA),
etc.).

Special rules on dispute settlement apply (see Data Sheet, Point 5).

10.2

Participants which are international organisations

Participants which are international organisations (IOs; if any) undertake to comply with their
obligations under the Agreement and:

to respect general principles (including fundamental rights, values and ethical
principles, environmental and labour standards, rules on classified information,
intellectual property rights, visibility of funding and protection of personal data)

for the submission of certificates under Article 24: to use either independent public
officers or external auditors which comply with comparable standards as those set out
in EU Directive 2006/43/EC

for the controls under Article 25: to allow for the checks, reviews, audits and
investigations by the bodies mentioned in that Article, taking into account the specific
agreements concluded by them and the EU (if any).

For such participants, nothing in the Agreement will be interpreted as a waiver of their
privileges or immunities, as accorded by their constituent documents or international law.

Special rules on applicable law and dispute settlement apply (see Article 43 and Data Sheet,
Point 5).

9

Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on statutory audits of

annual accounts and consolidated accounts or similar national regulations (OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p. 87).
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10.3 Pillar-assessed participants

Pillar-assessed participants (if any) may rely on their own systems, rules and procedures, in so
far as they have been positively assessed and do not call into question the decision awarding
the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries.

‘Pillar-assessment’ means a review by the European Commission on the systems, rules and
procedures which participants use for managing EU grants (in particular internal control
system, accounting system, external audits, financing of third parties, rules on recovery and
exclusion, information on recipients and protection of personal data; see Article 154 EU
Financial Regulation 2024/2509).

Participants with a positive pillar assessment may rely on their own systems, rules and
procedures, in particular for:

record-keeping (Article 20): may be done in accordance with internal standards,
rules and procedures

currency conversion for financial statements (Article 21): may be done in
accordance with usual accounting practices

guarantees (Article 23): for public law bodies, pre-financing guarantees are not
needed

certificates (Article 24):

- certificates on the financial statements (CFS): may be provided by their
regular internal or external auditors and in accordance with their internal
financial regulations and procedures

- certificates on usual accounting practices (CoMUC): are not needed if
those practices are covered by an ex-ante assessment

and use the following specific rules, for:

recoveries (Article 22): in case of financial support to third parties, there will be no
recovery if the participant has done everything possible to retrieve the undue
amounts from the third party receiving the support (including legal proceedings)
and non-recovery is not due to an error or negligence on its part

checks, reviews, audits and investigations by the EU (Article 25): will be
conducted taking into account the rules and procedures specifically agreed
between them and the framework agreement (if any)

impact evaluation (Article 26): will be conducted in accordance with the
participant’s internal rules and procedures and the framework agreement (if any)

grant agreement suspension (Article 31): certain costs incurred during grant
suspension are eligible (notably, minimum costs necessary for a possible
resumption of the action and costs relating to contracts which were entered into
before the pre-information letter was received and which could not reasonably be
suspended, reallocated or terminated on legal grounds)
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grant agreement termination (Article 32): the final grant amount and final payment
will be calculated taking into account also costs relating to contracts due for
execution only after termination takes effect, if the contract was entered into
before the pre-information letter was received and could not reasonably be
terminated on legal grounds

liability for damages (Article 33.2): the granting authority must be compensated
for damage it sustains as a result of the implementation of the action or because
the action was not implemented in full compliance with the Agreement only if the
damage is due to an infringement of the participant’s internal rules and procedures
or due to a violation of third parties’ rights by the participant or one of its
employees or individual for whom the employees are responsible.

Participants whose pillar assessment covers procurement and granting procedures may also do
purchases, subcontracting and financial support to third parties (Article 6.2) in accordance
with their internal rules and procedures for purchases, subcontracting and financial support.

Participants whose pillar assessment covers data protection rules may rely on their internal
standards, rules and procedures for data protection (Article 15).

The participants may however not rely on provisions which would breach the principle of
equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries or call into question the decision awarding the
grant, such as in particular:

eligibility (Article 6)
consortium roles and set-up (Articles 7-9)
security and ethics (Articles 13, 14)

IPR (including background and results, access rights and rights of use),
communication, dissemination and visibility (Articles 16 and 17)

information obligation (Article 19)
payment, reporting and amendments (Articles 21, 22 and 39)

rejections, reductions, suspensions and terminations (Articles 27, 28, 29-32)

If the pillar assessment was subject to remedial measures, reliance on the internal systems,
rules and procedures is subject to compliance with those remedial measures.

Participants whose assessment has not yet been updated to cover (the new rules on) data
protection may rely on their internal systems, rules and procedures, provided that they ensure
that personal data is:

processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject

collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a
manner that is incompatible with those purposes

adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for
which they are processed

27



- accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date

- kept in a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is
necessary for the purposes for which the data is processed and

- processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the personal data.

Participants must inform the coordinator without delay of any changes to the systems, rules
and procedures that were part of the pillar assessment. The coordinator must immediately
inform the granting authority.

Pillar-assessed participants that have also concluded a framework agreement with the EU,
may moreover — under the same conditions as those above (i.e. not call into question the
decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or
beneficiaries) — rely on the provisions set out in that framework agreement.

SECTION 2 RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION

ARTICLE 11 — PROPER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTION
11.1 Obligation to properly implement the action

The beneficiaries must implement the action as described in Annex 1 and in compliance with
the provisions of the Agreement, the call conditions and all legal obligations under applicable
EU, international and national law.

11.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 12 — CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
12.1 Conflict of interests

The beneficiaries must take all measures to prevent any situation where the impartial and
objective implementation of the Agreement could be compromised for reasons involving
family, emotional life, political or national affinity, economic interest or any other direct or
indirect interest (‘conflict of interests’).

They must formally notify the granting authority without delay of any situation constituting or
likely to lead to a conflict of interests and immediately take all the necessary steps to rectify
this situation.

The granting authority may verify that the measures taken are appropriate and may require
additional measures to be taken by a specified deadline.

12.2 Consequences of non-compliance

[f a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28) and the grant or the beneficiary may be terminated (see Article 32).
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Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 13 — CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY
13.1 Sensitive information

The parties must keep confidential any data, documents or other material (in any form) that is
identified as sensitive in writing (‘sensitive information”) — during the implementation of the
action and for at least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6).

If a beneficiary requests, the granting authority may agree to keep such information
confidential for a longer period.

Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, they may use sensitive information only to
implement the Agreement.

The beneficiaries may disclose sensitive information to their personnel or other participants
involved in the action only if they:

(a) need to know it in order to implement the Agreement and
(b) are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.

The granting authority may disclose sensitive information to its staff and to other EU
institutions and bodies.

It may moreover disclose sensitive information to third parties, if:

(a) this is necessary to implement the Agreement or safeguard the EU financial interests
and

(b) the recipients of the information are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.
The confidentiality obligations no longer apply if:
(a) the disclosing party agrees to release the other party

(b) the information becomes publicly available, without breaching any confidentiality
obligation

(c) the disclosure of the sensitive information is required by EU, international or national
law.

Specific confidentiality rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.
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13.2 Classified information

The parties must handle classified information in accordance with the applicable EU,
international or national law on classified information (in particular, Decision 2015/444'° and
its implementing rules).

Deliverables which contain classified information must be submitted according to special
procedures agreed with the granting authority.

Action tasks involving classified information may be subcontracted only after explicit
approval (in writing) from the granting authority.

Classified information may not be disclosed to any third party (including participants
involved in the action implementation) without prior explicit written approval from the
granting authority.

Specific security rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.
13.3 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 14 — ETHICS AND VALUES
14.1 Ethics

The action must be carried out in line with the highest ethical standards and the applicable
EU, intemational and national law on ethical principles.

Specific ethics rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.
14.2 Values

The beneficiaries must commit to and ensure the respect of basic EU values (such as respect
for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and human rights, including
the rights of minorities).

Specific rules on values (if any) are set out in Annex 5.
14.3 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

Commission Decision 2015/444/EC, Euratom of 13 March 2015 on the security rules for protecting EU
classified information (OJ L 72, 17.3.2015, p. 53).
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ARTICLE 15 — DATA PROTECTION
15.1 Data processing by the granting authority

Any personal data under the Agreement will be processed under the responsibility of the data
controller of the granting authority in accordance with and for the purposes set out in the
Portal Privacy Statement.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission, an EU regulatory or
executive agency, joint undertaking or other EU body, the processing will be subject to
Regulation 2018/1725'".

15.2 Data processing by the beneficiaries

The beneficiaries must process personal data under the Agreement in compliance with the

applicable EU, international and national law on data protection (in particular, Regulation
2016/679').

They must ensure that personal data is:
- processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subjects

- collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a
manner that is incompatible with those purposes

- adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for
which they are processed

- accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date

- kept in a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is
necessary for the purposes for which the data is processed and

- processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the data.

The beneficiaries may grant their personnel access to personal data only if it is strictly
necessary for implementing, managing and monitoring the Agreement. The beneficiaries must
ensure that the personnel is under a confidentiality obligation.

The beneficiaries must inform the persons whose data are transferred to the granting authority
and provide them with the Portal Privacy Statement.

" Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies,
offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and
Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39).

Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection
of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and
repealing Directive 95/46/EC (‘GDPR’) (OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1).
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15.3 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 16 — INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR) — BACKGROUND
AND RESULTS — ACCESS RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE

16.1 Background and access rights to background

The beneficiaries must give each other and the other participants access to the background
identified as needed for implementing the action, subject to any specific rules in Annex 5.

‘Background’ means any data, know-how or information — whatever its form or nature
(tangible or intangible), including any rights such as intellectual property rights — that is:

(a) held by the beneficiaries before they acceded to the Agreement and
(b) needed to implement the action or exploit the results.

If background is subject to rights of a third party, the beneficiary concerned must ensure that
it is able to comply with its obligations under the Agreement.

16.2 Ownership of results
The granting authority does not obtain ownership of the results produced under the action.

‘Results’ means any tangible or intangible effect of the action, such as data, know-how or
information, whatever its form or nature, whether or not it can be protected, as well as any
rights attached to it, including intellectual property rights.

16.3 Rights of use of the granting authority on materials, documents and information
received for policy, information, communication, dissemination and publicity
purposes

The granting authority has the right to use non-sensitive information relating to the action and
materials and documents received from the beneficiaries (notably summaries for publication,
deliverables, as well as any other material, such as pictures or audio-visual material, in paper
or electronic form) for policy, information, communication, dissemination and publicity
purposes — during the action or afterwards.

The right to use the beneficiaries’ materials, documents and information is granted in the form
of a royalty-free, non-exclusive and irrevocable licence, which includes the following rights:

(a) use for its own purposes (in particular, making them available to persons working for
the granting authority or any other EU service (including institutions, bodies, offices,
agencies, etc.) or EU Member State institution or body; copying or reproducing them
in whole or in part, in unlimited numbers; and communication through press
information services)
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(b) distribution to the public (in particular, publication as hard copies and in electronic
or digital format, publication on the internet, as a downloadable or non-downloadable
file, broadcasting by any channel, public display or presentation, communicating
through press information services, or inclusion in widely accessible databases or
indexes)

¢) editing or redrafting (including shortening, summarising, inserting other elements
g g g g : g g
(e.g. meta-data, legends, other graphic, visual, audio or text elements), extracting parts
(e.g. audio or video files), dividing into parts, use in a compilation)

(d) translation
(e) storage in paper, electronic or other form
(f) archiving, in line with applicable document-management rules

(g) the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license to third parties
the modes of use set out in Points (b), (c), (d) and (f), if needed for the information,
communication and publicity activity of the granting authority and

(h) processing, analysing, aggregating the materials, documents and information received
and producing derivative works.

The rights of use are granted for the whole duration of the industrial or intellectual property
rights concerned.

If materials or documents are subject to moral rights or third party rights (including
intellectual property rights or rights of natural persons on their image and voice), the
beneficiaries must ensure that they comply with their obligations under this Agreement (in
particular, by obtaining the necessary licences and authorisations from the rights holders
concerned).

Where applicable, the granting authority will insert the following information:

“© — [year] — [name of the copyright owner]. All rights reserved. Licensed to the [name of granting
authority] under conditions.”

16.4 Specific rules on IPR, results and background

Specific rules regarding intellectual property rights, results and background (if any) are set out
in Annex 5.

16.5S Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such a breach may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

33



ARTICLE 17 — COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION AND VISIBILITY
17.1 Communication — Dissemination — Promoting the action

Unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority, the beneficiaries must promote the action
and its results by providing targeted information to multiple audiences (including the media
and the public), in accordance with Annex | and in a strategic, coherent and effective manner.

Before engaging in a communication or dissemination activity expected to have a major
media impact, the beneficiaries must inform the granting authority.

17.2  Visibility — European flag and funding statement

Unless otherwise agreed with the granting authority, communication activities of the
beneficiaries related to the action (including media relations, conferences, seminars,
information material, such as brochures, leaflets, posters, presentations, etc., in electronic
form, via traditional or social media, etc.), dissemination activities and any infrastructure,
equipment, vehicles, supplies or major result funded by the grant must acknowledge EU
support and display the European flag (emblem) and funding statement (translated into local
languages, where appropriate):

Funded by the
European Union

Co-funded by the
European Union

Co-funded by the Funded by the
European Union European Union

The emblem must remain distinct and separate and cannot be modified by adding other visual
marks, brands or text.

Apart from the emblem, no other visual identity or logo may be used to highlight the EU
support.
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When displayed in association with other logos (e.g. of beneficiaries or sponsors), the emblem
must be displayed at least as prominently and visibly as the other logos.

For the purposes of their obligations under this Article, the beneficiaries may use the emblem
without first obtaining approval from the granting authority. This does not, however, give
them the right to exclusive use. Moreover, they may not appropriate the emblem or any
similar trademark or logo, either by registration or by any other means.

17.3  Quality of information — Disclaimer

Any communication or dissemination activity related to the action must use factually accurate
information.

Moreover, it must indicate the following disclaimer (translated into local languages where
appropriate):

“Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or [name of the granting authority]. Neither
the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.”

17.4 Specific communication, dissemination and visibility rules

Specific communication, dissemination and visibility rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

17.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 18 — SPECIFIC RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION
18.1 Specific rules for carrying out the action

Specific rules for implementing the action (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

18.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such a breach may also lead to other measures described in Chapter S.

SECTION3 GRANT ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE 19 — GENERAL INFORMATION OBLIGATIONS
19.1 Information requests

The beneficiaries must provide — during the action or afterwards and in accordance with
Article 7 — any information requested in order to verify eligibility of the costs or
contributions declared, proper implementation of the action and compliance with the other
obligations under the Agreement.
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The information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested,
including electronic format.

19.2 Participant Register data updates

The beneficiaries must keep — at all times, during the action or afterwards — their
information stored in the Portal Participant Register up to date, in particular, their name,
address, legal representatives, legal form and organisation type.

19.3 Information about events and circumstances which impact the action

The beneficiaries must immediately inform the granting authority (and the other beneficiaries)
of any of the following:

(a) events which are likely to affect or delay the implementation of the action or affect the
EU’s financial interests, in particular:

(i) changes in their legal, financial, technical, organisational or ownership
situation (including changes linked to one of the exclusion grounds listed in
the declaration of honour signed before grant signature)

(ii)  linked action information: not applicable
(b) circumstances affecting:
(i)  the decision to award the grant or
(il)  compliance with requirements under the Agreement.
19.4 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter S.
ARTICLE 20 — RECORD-KEEPING
20.1 Keeping records and supporting documents

The beneficiaries must — at least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6) —
keep records and other supporting documents to prove the proper implementation of the
action in line with the accepted standards in the respective field (if any).

In addition, the beneficiaries must — for the same period — keep the following to justify the
amounts declared:

(a) for actual costs: adequate records and supporting documents to prove the costs
declared (such as contracts, subcontracts, invoices and accounting records); in
addition, the beneficiaries’ usual accounting and internal control procedures must
enable direct reconciliation between the amounts declared, the amounts recorded in
their accounts and the amounts stated in the supporting documents
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(b) for flat-rate costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting
documents to prove the eligibility of the costs or contributions to which the flat-rate is
applied

(c) for the following simplified costs and contributions: the beneficiaries do not need to
keep specific records on the actual costs incurred, but must keep:

(i) for unit costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting
documents to prove the number of units declared

(i) for lump sum costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and
supporting documents to prove proper implementation of the work as
described in Annex 1

(iii)  for financing not linked to costs (if any): adequate records and supporting
documents to prove the achievement of the results or the fulfilment of the
conditions as described in Annex 1

(d) for unit, flat-rate and lump sum costs and contributions according to usual cost
accounting practices (if any): the beneficiaries must keep any adequate records and
supporting documents to prove that their cost accounting practices have been applied
in a consistent manner, based on objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding,
and that they comply with the eligibility conditions set out in Articles 6.1 and 6.2.

Moreover, the following is needed for specific budget categories:

(e) for personnel costs: time worked for the beneficiary under the action must be
supported by declarations signed monthly by the person and their supervisor, unless
another reliable time-record system is in place; the granting authority may accept
alternative evidence supporting the time worked for the action declared, if it considers
that it offers an adequate level of assurance

(f) additional record-keeping rules: not applicable.

The records and supporting documents must be made available upon request (see Article 19)
or in the context of checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25).

If there are on-going checks, reviews, audits, investigations, litigation or other pursuits of
claims under the Agreement (including the extension of findings; see Article 25), the
beneficiaries must keep these records and other supporting documentation until the end of
these procedures.

The beneficiaries must keep the original documents. Digital and digitalised documents are
considered originals if they are authorised by the applicable national law. The granting
authority may accept non-original documents if they offer a comparable level of assurance.

20.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs or contributions
insufficiently substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article
27), and the grant may be reduced (see Article 28).
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Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 21 — REPORTING
21.1 Continuous reporting

The beneficiaries must continuously report on the progress of the action (e.g. deliverables,
milestones, outputs/outcomes, critical risks, indicators, etc.; if any), in accordance with the
timing and conditions it sets out (as agreed with the granting authority).

Standardised deliverables (e.g. progress reports not linked to payments, reports on cumulative
expenditure, special reports, etc.; if any) may be submitted using the templates published on
the Portal.

This grant is managed outside the funding & tenders portal and the specific rules are set out in
Annex 5.

21.2 Periodic reporting: Technical reports and financial statements

In addition, the beneficiaries must provide reports to request payments, in accordance with the
schedule and modalities set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2):

- for additional pre-financings (if any): an additional pre-financing report.
- for interim payments (if any) and the final payment: a periodic report.
The pre-financing and periodic reports include a technical and financial part.

The technical part includes an overview of the action implementation. It may be prepared
using the template available in the Portal Periodic Reporting tool.

The financial part of the additional pre-financing report includes a statement on the use of the
previous pre-financing payment.

The financial part of the periodic report includes:

- the financial statements (individual and consolidated; for all beneficiaries/affiliated
entities)

- the explanation on the use of resources (or detailed cost reporting table, if required)

- the certificates on the financial statements (CFS) (if required; see Article 24.2 and
Data Sheet, Point 4.3).

The financial statements must detail the eligible costs and contributions for each budget
category and, for the final payment, also the revenues for the action (see Articles 6 and 22).

All eligible costs and contributions incurred should be declared, even if they exceed the
amounts indicated in the estimated budget (see Annex 2). Amounts that are not declared in the
individual financial statements will not be taken into account by the granting authority.

By signing the financial statements, the beneficiaries confirm that:

- the information provided is complete, reliable and true
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- the costs and contributions declared are eligible (see Article 6)

- the costs and contributions can be substantiated by adequate records and supporting
documents (see Article 20) that will be produced upon request (see Article 19) or in
the context of checks, reviews, audits and investigations (see Article 25)

- for the final periodic report: all the revenues have been declared (if required; see
Article 22).

Beneficiaries will have to submit also the financial statements of their affiliated entities (if
any). In case of recoveries (see Article 22), beneficiaries will be held responsible also for the
financial statements of their affiliated entities.

This grant is managed outside the funding & tenders portal and the specific rules are set out in
Annex 5.

21.3  Currency for financial statements and conversion into euros
The financial statements must be drafted in euro.

Beneficiaries with general accounts established in a currency other than the euro must convert
the costs recorded in their accounts into euro, at the average of the daily exchange rates
published in the C series of the Official Journal of the European Union, calculated over the
corresponding reporting period.

If no daily euro exchange rate is published in the Official Journal for the currency in question,
they must be converted at the average of the monthly accounting exchange rates published on
the European Commission website (InforEuro), calculated over the corresponding reporting
period.

Beneficiaries with general accounts in euro must convert costs incurred in another currency
into euro according to their usual accounting practices.

21.4 Reporting language

The reporting must be in the language of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed with the
granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2).

21.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a report submitted does not comply with this Article, the granting authority may suspend
the payment deadline (see Article 29) and apply other measures described in Chapter 5.

If the coordinator breaches its reporting obligations, the granting authority may terminate the
grant or the coordinator’s participation (see Article 32) or apply other measures described in
Chapter 5.
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ARTICLE 22 — PAYMENTS AND RECOVERIES — CALCULATION OF
AMOUNTS DUE

22.1 Payments and payment arrangements

Payments will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the Data
Sheet (see Point 4.2).

They will be made in euro to the bank account indicated by the coordinator (see Data Sheet,
Point 4.2) and must be distributed without unjustified delay (restrictions may apply to
distribution of the initial pre-financing payment; see Data Sheet, Point 4.2).

Payments to this bank account will discharge the granting authority from its payment
obligation.

The cost of payment transfers will be borne as follows:
- the granting authority bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank
- the beneficiary bears the cost of transfers charged by its bank
- the party causing a repetition of a transfer bears all costs of the repeated transfer.

Payments by the granting authority will be considered to have been carried out on the date
when they are debited to its account.

22.2 Recoveries

Recoveries will be made, if — at beneficiary termination, final payment or afterwards — it
turns out that the granting authority has paid too much and needs to recover the amounts
undue.

The general liability regime for recoveries (first-line liability) is as follows: At final payment,
the coordinator will be fully liable for recoveries, even if it has not been the final recipient of
the undue amounts. At beneficiary termination or after final payment, recoveries will be made
directly against the beneficiaries concerned.

Beneficiaries will be fully liable for repaying the debts of their affiliated entities.
In case of enforced recoveries (see Article 22.4):

- the beneficiaries will be jointly and severally liable for repaying debts of another
beneficiary under the Agreement (including late-payment interest), if required by the
granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.4)

- affiliated entities will be held liable for repaying debts of their beneficiaries under the
Agreement (including late-payment interest), if required by the granting authority
(see Data Sheet, Point 4.4).

22.3 Amounts due
22.3.1 Pre-financing payments

The aim of the pre-financing is to provide the beneficiaries with a float.
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It remains the property of the EU until the final payment.

For initial pre-financings (if any), the amount due, schedule and modalities are set out in the
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

For additional pre-financings (if any), the amount due, schedule and modalities are also set
out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2). However, if the statement on the use of the previous
pre-financing payment shows that less than 70% was used, the amount set out in the Data
Sheet will be reduced by the difference between the 70% threshold and the amount used.

Pre-financing payments (or parts of them) may be offset (without the beneficiaries’ consent)
against amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority — up to the amount due to
that beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive
agency, offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or
executive agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles
29 and 30).

22.3.2 Amount due at beneficiary termination — Recovery

In case of beneficiary termination, the granting authority will determine the provisional
amount due for the beneficiary concerned. Payments (if any) will be made with the next
interim or final payment.

The amount due will be calculated in the following step:
Step 1 — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

Step 1 — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will first calculate the ‘accepted EU contribution’ for the beneficiary
for all reporting periods, by calculating the ‘maximum EU contribution to costs’ (applying the
funding rate to the accepted costs of the beneficiary), taking into account requests for a lower
contribution to costs and CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the
contributions (accepted unit, flat-rate or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to
costs, if any).

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting
amount is the ‘total accepted EU contribution’ for the beneficiary.

The balance is then calculated by deducting the payments received (if any; see report on the
distribution of payments in Article 32), from the total accepted EU contribution:

{total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary

minus

{pre-financing and interim payments received (if any)}}.
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[f the balance is positive, the amount will be included in the next interim or final payment to
the consortium.

If the balance is negative, it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure:
The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount due, the amount to be
recovered and the reasons why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite
the observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered and ask this
amount to be paid to the coordinator (confirmation letter).

The amounts will later on also be taken into account for the next interim or final payment.
22.3.3 Interim payments

Interim payments reimburse the eligible costs and contributions claimed for the
implementation of the action during the reporting periods (if any).

Interim payments (if any) will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out
the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

Payment is subject to the approval of the periodic report. Its approval does not imply
recognition of compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content.

The interim payment will be calculated by the granting authority in the following steps:
Step 1 — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

Step 2 — Limit to the interim payment ceiling

Step | — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will calculate the ‘accepted EU contribution’ for the action for the
reporting period, by first calculating the ‘maximum EU contribution to costs’ (applying the
funding rate to the accepted costs of each beneficiary), taking into account requests for a
lower contribution to costs, and CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding
the contributions (accepted unit, flat-rate or lump sum contributions and financing not linked
to costs, if any).

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions from beneficiary
termination (if any). The resulting amount is the ‘total accepted EU contribution’.

Step 2 — Limit to the interim payment ceiling

The resulting amount is then capped to ensure that the total amount of pre financing and
interim payments (if any) does not exceed the interim payment ceiling set out in the Data
Sheet (see Point 4.2).
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Interim payments (or parts of them) may be offset (without the beneficiaries’ consent) against
amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority — up to the amount due to that
beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive
agency, offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or
executive agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles
29 and 30).

22.3.4 Final payment — Final grant amount — Revenues and Profit — Recovery

The final payment (payment of the balance) reimburses the remaining part of the eligible
costs and contributions claimed for the implementation of the action (if any).

The final payment will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out in the
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

Payment is subject to the approval of the final periodic report. Its approval does not imply
recognition of compliance, authenticity, completeness or correctness of its content.

The final grant amount for the action will be calculated in the following steps:
Step 1 — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution
Step 2 — Limit to the maximum grant amount
Step 3 — Reduction due to the no-profit rule

Step | — Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will first calculate the ‘accepted EU contribution’ for the action for all
reporting periods, by calculating the ‘maximum EU contribution to costs’ (applying the
funding rate to the total accepted costs of each beneficiary), taking into account requests for a
lower contribution to costs, CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the
contributions (accepted unit, flat-rate or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to
costs, if any).

After that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting
amount is the ‘total accepted EU contribution’.

Step 2 — Limit to the maximum grant amount

If the resulting amount is higher than the maximum grant amount set out in Article 5.2, it will
be limited to the latter.

Step 3 — Reduction due to the no-profit rule

If the no-profit rule is provided for in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2), the grant must not
produce a profit (i.e. surplus of the amount obtained following Step 2 plus the action’s
revenues, over the eligible costs and contributions approved by the granting authority).
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‘Revenue’ is all income generated by the action, during its duration (see Article 4), for
beneficiaries that are profit legal entities.

If there is a profit, it will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of the
eligible costs approved by the granting authority (as compared to the amount calculated
following Steps 1 and 2 minus the contributions).

The balance (final payment) is then calculated by deducting the total amount of pre financing
and interim payments already made (if any), from the final grant amount:

{ﬁnal grant amount

minus
{pre financing and interim payments made (if any)}}.

If the balance is positive, it will be paid to the beneficiary.

The final payment (or part of it) may be offset (without the beneficiaries’ consent) against
amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority — up to the amount due to that
beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive
agency, offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or
executive agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles
29 and 30).

If the balance is negative, it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure:
The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the coordinator:

- formally notifying the intention to recover, the final grant amount, the amount to be
recovered and the reasons why

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite
the observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered (confirmation
letter), together with a debit note with the terms and date for payment.

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will
enforce recovery in accordance with Article 22.4.

22.3.5 Audit implementation after final payment — Revised final grant amount —
Recovery

If — after the final payment (in particular, after checks, reviews, audits or investigations; see
Article 25) — the granting authority rejects costs or contributions (see Article 27) or reduces
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the grant (see Article 28), it will calculate the revised final grant amount for the beneficiary
concerned.

The beneficiary revised final grant amount will be calculated in the following step:
Step 1 — Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution

Step 1 — Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will first calculate the ‘revised accepted EU contribution’ for the
beneficiary, by calculating the ‘revised accepted costs’ and ‘revised accepted contributions’.

After that, it will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting ‘revised total
accepted EU contribution’ is the beneficiary revised final grant amount.

If the revised final grant amount is lower than the beneficiary’s final grant amount (i.e. its
share in the final grant amount for the action), it will be recovered in accordance with the
following procedure:

The beneficiary final grant amount (i.e. share in the final grant amount for the action) is
calculated as follows:

{{ {total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary
divided by
total accepted EU contribution for the action}
multiplied by
final grant amount for the action}.
The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifying the intention to recover, the amount to be recovered and the reasons
why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite
the observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered (confirmation
letter), together with a debit note with the terms and the date for payment.

Recoveries against affiliated entities (if any) will be handled through their beneficiaries.

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will
enforce recovery in accordance with Article 22.4.

22.4 Enforced recovery

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the amount due will be
recovered:
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(a) by offsetting the amount — without the coordinator or beneficiary’s consent —
against any amounts owed to the coordinator or beneficiary by the granting authority.

In exceptional circumstances, to safeguard the EU financial interests, the amount may
be offset before the payment date specified in the debit note.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU
executive agency, debts may also be offset against amounts owed by other
Commission services or executive agencies.

(b) by drawing on the financial guarantee(s) (if any)

(c) by holding other beneficiaries jointly and severally liable (if any; see Data Sheet, Point
4.4)

(d) by holding affiliated entities jointly and severally liable (if any, see Data Sheet, Point
4.4) or

(e) by taking legal action (see Article 43) or, provided that granting authority is the
European Commission or an EU executive agency, by adopting an enforceable
decision under Article 299 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and
Article 100(2) of EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.

The amount to be recovered will be increased by late-payment interest at the rate set out in
Article 22.5, from the day following the payment date in the debit note, up to and including
the date the full payment is received.

Partial payments will be first credited against expenses, charges and late-payment interest and
then against the principal.

Bank charges incurred in the recovery process will be borne by the beneficiary, unless
Directive 2015/2366" applies.

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency, enforced recovery by
offsetting or enforceable decision will be done by the services of the European Commission
(see also Article 43).

22.5 Consequences of non-compliance

22.5.1 If the granting authority does not pay within the payment deadlines (see above), the
beneficiaries are entitled to late-payment interest at the reference rate applied by the
European Central Bank (ECB) for its main refinancing operations in euros, plus the
percentage specified in the Data Sheet (Point 4.2). The ECB reference rate to be used is the
rate in force on the first day of the month in which the payment deadline expires, as published
in the C series of the Official Journal of the European Union.

Directive (EU) 2015/2366 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2015 on payment
services in the internal market, amending Directives 2002/65/EC, 2009/110/EC and 2013/36/EU and
Regulation (EU) No 1093/2010, and repealing Directive 2007/64/EC (OJ L 337, 23.12.2015, p. 35).
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If the late-payment interest is lower than or equal to EUR 200, it will be paid to the
coordinator only on request submitted within two months of receiving the late payment.

Late-payment interest is not due if all beneficiaries are EU Member States (including regional
and local government authorities or other public bodies acting on behalf of a Member State
for the purpose of this Agreement).

If payments or the payment deadline are suspended (see Articles 29 and 30), payment will not
be considered as late.

Late-payment interest covers the period running from the day following the due date for
payment (see above), up to and including the date of payment.

Late-payment interest is not considered for the purposes of calculating the final grant amount.

22.5.2 If the coordinator breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be
reduced (see Article 29) and the grant or the coordinator may be terminated (see Article 32).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.
ARTICLE 23 — GUARANTEES

Not applicable

ARTICLE 24 — CERTIFICATES

24.1 Operational verification report (OVR)

Not applicable

24.2 Certificate on the financial statements (CFS)

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.3), the beneficiaries must
provide certificates on their financial statements (CFS), in accordance with the schedule,
threshold and conditions set out in the Data Sheet.

The coordinator must submit them as part of the periodic report (see Article 21).

The certificates must cover the costs declared on the basis of actual costs and costs according
to usual cost accounting practices (if any), and fulfil the following conditions:

(a) be provided by a qualified approved external auditor which is independent and
complies with Directive 2006/43/EC'* (or for public bodies: by a competent
independent public officer)

(b) the verification must be carried out according to the highest professional standards to
ensure that the financial statements comply with the provisions under the Agreement
and that the costs declared are eligible.

14 Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on statutory audits of
annual accounts and consolidated accounts or similar national regulations (OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p. 87).
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The certificates will not affect the granting authority's right to carry out its own checks,
reviews or audits, nor preclude the European Court of Auditors (ECA), the European Public
Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) or the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) from using their
prerogatives for audits and investigations under the Agreement (see Article 25).

If the costs (or a part of them) were already audited by the granting authority, these costs do
not need to be covered by the certificate and will not be counted for calculating the threshold

(if any).

24.3 Certificate on the compliance of usual cost accounting practices (CoMUC)
Not applicable

24.4 Systems and process audit (SPA)

Not applicable

24.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary does not submit a certificate on the financial statements (CFS) or the
certificate is rejected, the accepted EU contribution to costs will be capped to reflect the CFS
threshold.

If a beneficiary breaches any of its other obligations under this Article, the granting authority
may apply the measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 25 — CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS —
EXTENSION OF FINDINGS

25.1 Granting authority checks, reviews and audits
25.1.1 Internal checks

The granting authority may — during the action or afterwards — check the proper
implementation of the action and compliance with the obligations under the Agreement,
including assessing costs and contributions, deliverables and reports.

25.1.2 Project reviews

The granting authority may carry out reviews on the proper implementation of the action and
compliance with the obligations under the Agreement (general project reviews or specific
issues reviews).

Such project reviews may be started during the implementation of the action and until the
time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the
coordinator or beneficiary concerned and will be considered to start on the date of the
notification.

If needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent, outside experts. If it uses
outside experts, the coordinator or beneficiary concerned will be informed and have the right
to object on grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest.
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The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide — within the
deadline requested — any information and data in addition to deliverables and reports already
submitted (including information on the use of resources). The granting authority may request
beneficiaries to provide such information to it directly. Sensitive information and documents
will be treated in accordance with Article 13.

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may be requested to participate in meetings,
including with the outside experts.

For on-the-spot visits, the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises
(including to the outside experts) and must ensure that information requested is readily
available.

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested,
including electronic format.

On the basis of the review findings, a project review report will be drawn up.

The granting authority will formally notify the project review report to the coordinator or
beneficiary concerned, which has 30 days from receiving notification to make observations.

Project reviews (including project review reports) will be in the language of the Agreement.

25.1.3 Audits

The granting authority may carry out audits on the proper implementation of the action and
compliance with the obligations under the Agreement.

Such audits may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit set
out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the beneficiary
concerned and will be considered to start on the date of the notification.

The granting authority may use its own audit service, delegate audits to a centralised service
or use external audit firms. If it uses an external firm, the beneficiary concerned will be
informed and have the right to object on grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of
interest.

The beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide — within the deadline
requested — any information (including complete accounts, individual salary statements or
other personal data) to verify compliance with the Agreement. Sensitive information and
documents will be treated in accordance with Article 13.

For on-the-spot visits, the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises
(including for the external audit firm) and must ensure that information requested is readily
available.

Information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested,
including electronic format.

On the basis of the audit findings, a draft audit report will be drawn up.

The auditors will formally notify the draft audit report to the beneficiary concerned, which
has 30 days from receiving notification to make observations (contradictory audit procedure).
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The final audit report will take into account observations by the beneficiary concerned and
will be formally notified to them.

Audits (including audit reports) will be in the language of the Agreement.

25.2 European Commission checks, reviews and audits in grants of other granting
authorities

Where the granting authority is not the European Commission, the latter has the same rights
of checks, reviews and audits as the granting authority.

25.3  Access to records for assessing simplified forms of funding

The beneficiaries must give the European Commission access to their statutory records for the
periodic assessment of simplified forms of funding which are used in EU programmes.

254 OLAF, EPPO and ECA audits and investigations

The following bodies may also carry out checks, reviews, audits and investigations — during
the action or afterwards:

- the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) under Regulations No 883/2013" and No
2185/96'

- the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) under Regulation 2017/1939

- the European Court of Auditors (ECA) under Article 287 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Article 263 of EU Financial Regulation 2024/2059.

If requested by these bodies, the beneficiary concerned must provide full, accurate and
complete information in the format requested (including complete accounts, individual salary
statements or other personal data, including in electronic format) and allow access to sites and
premises for on-the-spot visits or inspections — as provided for under these Regulations.

To this end, the beneficiary concerned must keep all relevant information relating to the
action, at least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (Point 6) and, in any case, until
any ongoing checks, reviews, audits, investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims have
been concluded.

25.5 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations — Extension of
findings

25.5.1 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations in this grant

15 Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 September
2013 conceming investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing
Regulation (EC) No 1073/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation
(Euratom) No 1074/1999 (OJ L 248, 18/09/2013, p. 1).

16 Council Regulation (Euratom, EC) No 2185/1996 of 11 November 1996 concerning on-the-spot checks and
inspections carried out by the Commission in order to protect the European Communities' financial interests
against fraud and other irregularities (OJ L 292, 15/11/1996, p. 2).
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Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations carried out in the context of this grant
may lead to rejections (see Article 27), grant reduction (see Article 28) or other measures
described in Chapter 5.

Rejections or grant reductions after the final payment will lead to a revised final grant amount
(see Article 22).

Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations during the action implementation may
lead to a request for amendment (see Article 39), to change the description of the action set
out in Annex 1.

Checks, reviews, audits or investigations that find systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities,
fraud or breach of obligations in any EU grant may also lead to consequences in other EU
grants awarded under similar conditions (‘extension to other grants’).

Moreover, findings arising from an OLAF or EPPO investigation may lead to criminal
prosecution under national law.

25.5.2 Extension from other grants

Findings of checks, reviews, audits or investigations in other grants may be extended to this
grant, if:

(a) the beneficiary concerned is found, in other EU grants awarded under similar
conditions, to have committed systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or
breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant and

(b) those findings are formally notified to the beneficiary concerned — together with the
list of grants affected by the findings — within the time-limit for audits set out in the
Data Sheet (see Point 6).

The granting authority will formally notify the beneficiary concerned of the intention to
extend the findings and the list of grants affected.

If the extension concerns rejections of costs or contributions: the notification will include:
(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings
(b) the request to submit revised financial statements for all grants affected

(c) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or
recurrent errors, to calculate the amounts to be rejected, if the beneficiary concerned:

(i) considers that the submission of revised financial statements is not possible or
practicable or

(i) does not submit revised financial statements.
If the extension concerns grant reductions: the notification will include:
(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings and

(b) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or
recurrent errors and the principle of proportionality.
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The beneficiary concerned has 60 days from receiving notification to submit observations,
revised financial statements or to propose a duly substantiated alternative correction
method/rate.

On the basis of this, the granting authority will analyse the impact and decide on the
implementation (i.e. start rejection or grant reduction procedures, either on the basis of the
revised financial statements or the announced/alternative method/rate or a mix of those; see
Articles 27 and 28).

25.6 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs or contributions
insufficiently substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article
27), and the grant may be reduced (see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter S.
ARTICLE 26 — IMPACT EVALUATIONS
26.1 Impact evaluation

The granting authority may carry out impact evaluations of the action, measured against the
objectives and indicators of the EU programme funding the grant.

Such evaluations may be started during implementation of the action and until the time-limit
set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the coordinator or
beneficiaries and will be considered to start on the date of the notification.

[f needed, the granting authority may be assisted by independent outside experts.

The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any information relevant to evaluate the impact
of the action, including information in electronic format.

26.2 Consequences of non-compliance

[f a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the granting authority may
apply the measures described in Chapter S.

CHAPTER S CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE

SECTION1 REJECTIONS AND GRANT REDUCTION

ARTICLE 27 — REJECTION OF COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
27.1 Conditions

The granting authority will — at beneficiary termination, interim payment, final payment or
afterwards — reject any costs or contributions which are ineligible (see Article 6), in
particular following checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25).

The rejection may also be based on the extension of findings from other grants to this grant
(see Article 25).

Ineligible costs or contributions will be rejected.
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27.2 Procedure

If the rejection does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the
coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the rejection, the amounts and the reasons why. The
coordinator or beneficiary concerned may — within 30 days of receiving notification —
submit observations if it disagrees with the rejection (payment review procedure).

If the rejection leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory
procedure with pre-information letter set out in Article 22.

27.3 Effects

If the granting authority rejects costs or contributions, it will deduct them from the costs or
contributions declared and then calculate the amount due (and, if needed, make a recovery;
see Article 22).

ARTICLE 28 — GRANT REDUCTION
28.1 Conditions

The granting authority may — at beneficiary termination, final payment or afterwards —
reduce the grant for a beneficiary, if:

(a) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed:

(i)  substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or

(ii)  serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award
(including improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the
call conditions, submission of false information, failure to provide required
information, breach of ethics or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or

(b) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed
— in other EU grants awarded to it under similar conditions — systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, fraud or serious breach of obligations that have a material impact
on this grant (extension of findings; see Article 25.5).

The amount of the reduction will be calculated for each beneficiary concerned and
proportionate to the seriousness and the duration of the errors, irregularities or fraud or breach
of obligations, by applying an individual reduction rate to their accepted EU contribution.

28.2 Procedure

If the grant reduction does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify
the coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the reduction, the amount to be reduced and the
reasons why. The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may — within 30 days of receiving
notification — submit observations if it disagrees with the reduction (payment review
procedure).

If the grant reduction leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory
procedure with pre-information letter set out in Article 22.
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28.3 Effects

If the granting authority reduces the grant, it will deduct the reduction and then calculate the
amount due (and, if needed, make a recovery; see Article 22).

SECTION 2 SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION

ARTICLE 29 — PAYMENT DEADLINE SUSPENSION

29.1 Conditions

The granting authority may — at any moment — suspend the payment deadline if a payment
cannot be processed because:

(a) the required report (see Article 21) has not been submitted or is not complete or
additional information is needed

(b) there are doubts about the amount to be paid (e.g. ongoing extension procedure,
queries about eligibility, need for a grant reduction, etc.) and additional checks,
reviews, audits or investigations are necessary, or

(c) there are other issues affecting the EU financial interests.
29.2 Procedure

The granting authority will formally notify the coordinator of the suspension and the reasons
why.

The suspension will take effect the day the notification is sent.

If the conditions for suspending the payment deadline are no longer met, the suspension will
be lifted — and the remaining time to pay (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) will resume.

If the suspension exceeds two months, the coordinator may request the granting authority to
confirm if the suspension will continue.

If the payment deadline has been suspended due to the non-compliance of the report and the
revised report is not submitted (or was submitted but is also rejected), the granting authority
may also terminate the grant or the participation of the coordinator (see Article 32).

ARTICLE 30 — PAYMENT SUSPENSION
30.1 Conditions

The granting authority may — at any moment — suspend payments, in whole or in part for
one or more beneficiaries, if:

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed
or is suspected of having committed:

(i)  substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or
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(ii)  serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award
(including improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the
call conditions, submission of false information, failure to provide required
information, breach of ethics or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or

(b) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed
— in other EU grants awarded to it under similar conditions — systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, fraud or serious breach of obligations that have a material impact
on this grant (extension of findings; see Article 25.5).

[f payments are suspended for one or more beneficiaries, the granting authority will make
partial payment(s) for the part(s) not suspended. If suspension concerns the final payment, the
payment (or recovery) of the remaining amount after suspension is lifted will be considered to
be the payment that closes the action.

30.2 Procedure

Before suspending payments, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the
beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifying the intention to suspend payments and the reasons why and
- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure
despite the observations it has received, it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter).
Otherwise, it will formally notify that the procedure is discontinued.

At the end of the suspension procedure, the granting authority will also inform the
coordinator.

The suspension will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent.

If the conditions for resuming payments are met, the suspension will be lifted. The granting
authority will formally notify the beneficiary concerned (and the coordinator) and set the
suspension end date.

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid to the beneficiaries concerned. For
interim payments, the periodic reports for all reporting periods except the last one (see Article
21) must not contain any financial statements from the beneficiary concerned (or its affiliated
entities). The coordinator must include them in the next periodic report after the suspension is
lifted or — if suspension is not lifted before the end of the action — in the last periodic report.

ARTICLE 31 — GRANT AGREEMENT SUSPENSION
31.1 Consortium-requested GA suspension
31.1.1 Conditions and procedure

The beneficiaries may request the suspension of the grant or any part of it, if exceptional
circumstances — in particular force majeure (see Article 35) — make implementation
impossible or excessively difficult.
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The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with:
- the reasons why

- the date the suspension takes effect; this date may be before the date of the submission
of the amendment request and

- the expected date of resumption.
The suspension will take effect on the day specified in the amendment.

Once circumstances allow for implementation to resume, the coordinator must immediately
request another amendment of the Agreement to set the suspension end date, the resumption
date (one day after suspension end date), extend the duration and make other changes
necessary to adapt the action to the new situation (see Article 39) — unless the grant has been
terminated (see Article 32). The suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end
date set out in the amendment. This date may be before the date of the submission of the
amendment request.

During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for
activities implemented during grant suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3).

31.2 EU-initiated GA suspension
31.2.1 Conditions
The granting authority may suspend the grant or any part of it, if:

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed
or is suspected of having committed:

(i)  substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or

(i)  serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award
(including improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the
call conditions, submission of false information, failure to provide required
information, breach of ethics or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or

(b) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or
control, or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed
— in other EU grants awarded to it under similar conditions — systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, fraud or serious breach of obligations that have a material impact
on this grant (extension of findings; see Article 25.5)

(c) other:
(i) linked action issues: not applicable
(ii)  additional GA suspension grounds: not applicable.

31.2.2 Procedure
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Before suspending the grant, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the
coordinator:

- formally notifying the intention to suspend the grant and the reasons why and
- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure
despite the observations it has received, it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter).
Otherwise, it will formally notify that the procedure is discontinued.

The suspension will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent (or on a
later date specified in the notification).

Once the conditions for resuming implementation of the action are met, the granting authority
will formally notify the coordinator a lifting of suspension letter, in which it will set the
suspension end date and invite the coordinator to request an amendment of the Agreement to
set the resumption date (one day after suspension end date), extend the duration and make
other changes necessary to adapt the action to the new situation (see Article 39) — unless the
grant has been terminated (see Article 32). The suspension will be lifted with effect from the
suspension end date set out in the lifting of suspension letter. This date may be before the date
on which the letter is sent.

During the suspension, no pre financing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for
activities implemented during suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3).

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to suspension by the granting authority (see
Article 33).

Grant suspension does not affect the granting authority’s right to terminate the grant or a
beneficiary (see Article 32) or reduce the grant (see Article 28).

ARTICLE 32 — GRANT AGREEMENT OR BENEFICIARY TERMINATION
32.1 Consortium-requested GA termination
32.1.1 Conditions and procedure
The beneficiaries may request the termination of the grant.
The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with:
- the reasons why
- the date the consortium ends work on the action (‘end of work date”) and

- the date the termination takes effect (‘termination date’); this date must be after the
date of the submission of the amendment request.

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment.

If no reasons are given or if the granting authority considers the reasons do not justify
termination, it may consider the grant terminated improperly.
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32.1.2 Effects

The coordinator must — within 60 days from when termination takes effect — submit a
periodic report (for the open reporting period until termination).

The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of
the report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities
implemented before the end of work date (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due for
execution only after the end of work are not eligible.

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no
costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

Improper termination may lead to a grant reduction (see Article 28).

After termination, the beneficiaries’ obligations (in particular Articles 13 (confidentiality and
security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 21 (reporting), 25
(checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant
reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

32.2 Consortium-requested beneficiary termination
32.2.1 Conditions and procedure

The coordinator may request the termination of the participation of one or more beneficiaries,
on request of the beneficiary concerned or on behalf of the other beneficiaries.

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with:
- the reasons why

- the opinion of the beneficiary concerned (or proof that this opinion has been
requested in writing)

- the date the beneficiary ends work on the action (‘end of work date’)

- the date the termination takes effect (‘termination date’); this date must be after the
date of the submission of the amendment request.

If the termination concerns the coordinator and is done without its agreement, the amendment
request must be submitted by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the consortium).

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment.

If no information is given or if the granting authority considers that the reasons do not justify
termination, it may consider the beneficiary to have been terminated improperly.

32.2.2 Effects
The coordinator must — within 60 days from when termination takes effect — submit:

(i) areport on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned
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(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open reporting
period until termination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the
financial statement, the explanation on the use of resources, and, if applicable, the
certificate on the financial statement (CFS; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data
Sheet, Point 4.3)

(iii)  a second request for amendment (see Article 39) with other amendments needed
(e.g. reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated
beneficiary; addition of a new beneficiary to replace the terminated beneficiary;
change of coordinator, etc.).

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the
report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities
implemented before the end of work date (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due for
execution only after the end of work are not eligible.

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report for the
next reporting period (see Article 21).

If the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only costs
and contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account
(no costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

[f the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the
deadline, it will consider that:

- the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned and that
- the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator.

If the second request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is
amended to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39).

If the second request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into
question the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of
applicants), the grant may be terminated (see Article 32).

Improper termination may lead to a reduction of the grant (see Article 31) or grant
termination (see Article 32).

After termination, the concerned beneficiary’s obligations (in particular Articles 13
(confidentiality and security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and visibility), 21
(reporting), 25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27
(rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

32.3 EU-initiated GA or beneficiary termination

32.3.1 Conditions

The granting authority may terminate the grant or the participation of one or more
beneficiaries, if:

(a) one or more beneficiaries do not accede to the Agreement (see Article 40)
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(b) a change to the action or the legal, financial, technical, organisational or ownership
situation of a beneficiary is likely to substantially affect the implementation of the
action or calls into question the decision to award the grant (including changes linked
to one of the exclusion grounds listed in the declaration of honour)

(c) following termination of one or more beneficiaries, the necessary changes to the
Agreement (and their impact on the action) would call into question the decision
awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants

(d) implementation of the action has become impossible or the changes necessary for its
continuation would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the
principle of equal treatment of applicants

(e) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is subject to bankruptcy
proceedings or similar (including insolvency, winding-up, administration by a
liquidator or court, arrangement with creditors, suspension of business activities, etc.)

(f) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is in breach of social
security or tax obligations

(g) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control,
or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has been found guilty of
grave professional misconduct

(h) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control,
or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed fraud,
corruption, or is involved in a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-
related crimes (including terrorism financing), child labour or human trafficking

(i) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control,
or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) was created under a
different jurisdiction with the intent to circumvent fiscal, social or other legal
obligations in the country of origin (or created another entity with this purpose)

(j) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control,
or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed:

(i)  substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or

(ii)  serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award
(including improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the
call conditions, submission of false information, failure to provide required
information, breach of ethics or security rules (if applicable), etc.)

(k) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation, decision-making or control,
or person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed — in
other EU grants awarded to it under similar conditions — systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, fraud or serious breach of obligations that have a material impact
on this grant (extension of findings; see Article 25.5)

(1) despite a specific request by the granting authority, a beneficiary does not request —
through the coordinator — an amendment to the Agreement to end the participation of
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one of its affiliated entities or associated partners that is in one of the situations under
points (d), (f), (e), (g), (h), (i) or (j) and to reallocate its tasks, or

(m) other:
(i) linked action issues: not applicable
(ii)  additional GA termination grounds: not applicable.
32.3.2 Procedure

Before terminating the grant or participation of one or more beneficiaries, the granting
authority will send a pre-information letter to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifying the intention to terminate and the reasons why and
- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure
despite the observations it has received, it will confirm the termination and the date it will
take effect (confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will formally notify that the procedure is
discontinued.

For beneficiary terminations, the granting authority will — at the end of the procedure — also
inform the coordinator.

The termination will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent (or on a
later date specified in the notification; ‘termination date’).

32.3.3 Effects
(a) for GA termination:

The coordinator must — within 60 days from when termination takes effect — submit
a periodic report (for the last open reporting period until termination).

The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the
basis of the report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and
contributions for activities implemented before termination takes effect (see Article
22). Costs relating to contracts due for execution only after termination are not
eligible.

[f the grant is terminated for breach of the obligation to submit reports, the coordinator
may not submit any report after termination.

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into
account (no costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

Termination does not affect the granting authority’s right to reduce the grant (see
Article 28) or to impose administrative sanctions (see Article 34).

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to termination by the granting authority
(see Article 33).
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After termination, the beneficiaries’ obligations (in particular Articles 13
(confidentiality and security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and
visibility), 21 (reporting), 25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact
evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims))
continue to apply.

(b) for beneficiary termination:

The coordinator must — within 60 days from when termination takes effect —
submit:

(i) areport on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned

(i) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open
reporting period until termination, containing an overview of the progress
of the work, the financial statement, the explanation on the use of
resources, and, if applicable, the certificate on the financial statement
(CFS; see Articles 21 and 24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3)

(iii)  a request for amendment (see Article 39) with any amendments needed
(e.g. reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the terminated
beneficiary; addition of a new beneficiary to replace the terminated
beneficiary; change of coordinator, etc.).

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of
the report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for
activities implemented before termination takes effect (see Article 22). Costs relating
to contracts due for execution only after termination are not eligible.

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report
for the next reporting period (see Article 21).

[f the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline,
only costs and contributions included in an approved periodic report will be taken into
account (no costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

If the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments
within the deadline, it will consider that:

- the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned
and that

- the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator.

If the request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is
amended to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39).

[f the request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls
into question the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal
treatment of applicants), the grant may be terminated (see Article 32).
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After termination, the concerned beneficiary’s obligations (in particular Articles 13
(confidentiality and security), 16 (IPR), 17 (communication, dissemination and
visibility), 21 (reporting), 25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact
evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims))
continue to apply.

SECTION3 OTHER CONSEQUENCES: DAMAGES AND ADMINISTRATIVE
SANCTIONS

ARTICLE 33 — DAMAGES
33.1 Liability of the granting authority

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused to the beneficiaries or to
third parties as a consequence of the implementation of the Agreement, including for gross
negligence.

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused by any of the
beneficiaries or other participants involved in the action, as a consequence of the
implementation of the Agreement.

33.2 Liability of the beneficiaries

The beneficiaries must compensate the granting authority for any damage it sustains as a
result of the implementation of the action or because the action was not implemented in full
compliance with the Agreement, provided that it was caused by gross negligence or wilful act.

The liability does not extend to indirect or consequential losses or similar damage (such as
loss of profit, loss of revenue or loss of contracts), provided such damage was not caused by
wilful act or by a breach of confidentiality.

ARTICLE 34 — ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS AND OTHER MEASURES

Nothing in this Agreement may be construed as preventing the adoption of administrative
sanctions (i.e. exclusion from EU award procedures and/or financial penalties) or other public
law measures, in addition or as an alternative to the contractual measures provided under this

Agreement (see, for instance, Articles 137 to 148 EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509 and
Articles 4 and 7 of Regulation 2988/95'".

SECTION 4 FORCE MAJEURE
ARTICLE 35 — FORCE MAJEURE

A party prevented by force majeure from fulfilling its obligations under the Agreement cannot
be considered in breach of them.

‘Force majeure’ means any situation or event that:

7" Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection of the European

Communities financial interests (OJ L 312, 23.12.1995, p. 1).
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- prevents either party from fulfilling their obligations under the Agreement,
- was unforeseeable, exceptional situation and beyond the parties’ control,

- was not due to error or negligence on their part (or on the part of other participants
involved in the action), and

- proves to be inevitable in spite of exercising all due diligence.

Any situation constituting force majeure must be formally notified to the other party without
delay, stating the nature, likely duration and foreseeable effects.

The parties must immediately take all the necessary steps to limit any damage due to force
majeure and do their best to resume implementation of the action as soon as possible.

CHAPTER 6 FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 36 — COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES

For grants which are not managed through the EU Funding & Tenders Portal (see Data Sheet,
Point 1), the specific rules set out in Annex 5 apply.

ARTICLE 37 — INTERPRETATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The provisions in the Data Sheet take precedence over the rest of the Terms and Conditions of
the Agreement.

Annex 5 takes precedence over the Terms and Conditions; the Terms and Conditions take
precedence over the Annexes other than Annex 5.

Annex 2 takes precedence over Annex 1.
ARTICLE 38 — CALCULATION OF PERIODS AND DEADLINES

In accordance with Regulation No 1182/71'8, periods expressed in days, months or years are
calculated from the moment the triggering event occurs.

The day during which that event occurs is not considered as falling within the period.
‘Days’ means calendar days, not working days.

ARTICLE 39 — AMENDMENTS

39.1 Conditions

The Agreement may be amended, unless the amendment entails changes to the Agreement
which would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of
equal treatment of applicants.

18 Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 1182/71 of the Council of 3 June 1971 determining the rules applicable to
periods, dates and time-limits (OJ L 124, 8/6/1971, p. 1).
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Amendments may be requested by any of the parties.
39.2 Procedure

The party requesting an amendment must submit a request for amendment signed directly in
the Portal Amendment tool.

Specific grants managed outside the funding & tenders portal rules (if any) are set out in
Annex 5

The coordinator submits and receives requests for amendment on behalf of the beneficiaries
(see Annex 3). If a change of coordinator is requested without its agreement, the submission
must be done by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the other beneficiaries).

The request for amendment must include:
- the reasons why
- the appropriate supporting documents and

- for a change of coordinator without its agreement: the opinion of the coordinator (or
proof that this opinion has been requested in writing).

The granting authority may request additional information.

If the party receiving the request agrees, it must sign the amendment in the tool within 45
days of receiving notification (or any additional information the granting authority has
requested). If it does not agree, it must formally notify its disagreement within the same
deadline. The deadline may be extended, if necessary for the assessment of the request. If no
notification is received within the deadline, the request is considered to have been rejected.

An amendment enters into force on the day of the signature of the receiving party.

An amendment takes effect on the date of entry into force or other date specified in the
amendment.

ARTICLE 40 — ACCESSION AND ADDITION OF NEW BENEFICIARIES
40.1 Accession of the beneficiaries mentioned in the Preamble

The beneficiaries which are not coordinator must accede to the grant by signing the accession
form (see Annex 3) directly in the Portal Grant Preparation tool, within 30 days after the entry
into force of the Agreement (see Article 44).

Specific grants managed outside the funding & tenders portal rules (if any) are set out in
Annex 5.

They will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the date of
its entry into force (see Article 44).

If a beneficiary does not accede to the grant within the above deadline, the coordinator must
— within 30 days — request an amendment (see Article 39) to terminate the beneficiary and
make any changes necessary to ensure proper implementation of the action. This does not
affect the granting authority’s right to terminate the grant (see Article 32).
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40.2 Addition of new beneficiaries
In justified cases, the beneficiaries may request the addition of a new beneficiary.

For this purpose, the coordinator must submit a request for amendment in accordance with
Article 39. It must include an accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary
directly in the Portal Amendment tool.

New beneficiaries will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect
from the date of their accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3).

Additions are also possible in mono-beneficiary grants.

Specific grants managed outside the funding & tenders portal rules (if any) are set out in
Annex 5.

ARTICLE 41 — TRANSFER OF THE AGREEMENT

In justified cases, the beneficiary of a mono-beneficiary grant may request the transfer of the
grant to a new beneficiary, provided that this would not call into question the decision
awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants.

The beneficiary must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with
- the reasons why

- the accession form (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal
Amendment tool and

- additional supporting documents (if required by the granting authority).

The new beneficiary will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect
from the date of accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3).

Specific grants managed outside the funding & tenders portal rules (if any) are set out in
Annex 5.

ARTICLE 42 — ASSIGNMENTS OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT AGAINST THE
GRANTING AUTHORITY

The beneficiaries may not assign any of their claims for payment against the granting
authority to any third party, except if expressly approved in writing by the granting authority
on the basis of a reasoned, written request by the coordinator (on behalf of the beneficiary
concerned).

If the granting authority has not accepted the assignment or if the terms of it are not observed,
the assignment will have no effect on it.

In no circumstances will an assignment release the beneficiaries from their obligations
towards the granting authority.
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ARTICLE 43 — APPLICABLE LLAW AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
43.1 Applicable law

The Agreement is governed by the applicable EU law, supplemented if necessary by the law
of Belgium.

Special rules may apply for beneficiaries which are international organisations (if any; see
Data Sheet, Point 5),

43.2 Dispute settlement

If a dispute concerns the interpretation, application or validity of the Agreement, the parties
must bring action before the EU General Court — or, on appeal, the EU Court of Justice —
under Article 272 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU).

For non-EU beneficiaries (if any), such disputes must be brought before the courts of
Brussels. Belgium — unless an international agreement provides for the enforceability of EU
court judgements.

For beneficiaries with arbitration as special dispute settlement forum (if any: sec Data Sheet,
Point 5), the dispute will — in the absence of an amicable settlement — be settled in
accordance with the Rules for Arbitration published on the Portal.

If a dispute concerns administrative sanctions. offselting or an enforceable decision under
Article 299 TFEU (see Articles 22 and 34), the beneficiaries must bring action before the
General Court — or, on appeal, the Court of Justice — under Article 263 TFEU.

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency (see Preamble), actions
against offsetting and enforceable decisions must be brought against the European
Commission (not against the granting authority: see also Article 22).

ARTICLE 44 — ENTRY INTO FORCE

The Agreement will enter into force on the day of signature by the granting authority or the
coordinator, depending on which is later.

SIGNATURES

For the beneficiary For the granting authority
[function/forename/surname] [forename/surname)
Donc in [English] Done in [English]

on [electronic time stamp]

on
/%g_g (7@/1&@/( gc re f??wj
? % ) Qualified electronic signature by: FABRIZIO
-, L}
g é : / /‘7/"" DONATELLA

%[, A N c, Z"ﬁk/N | "E Date 2026-04-24 15:02:15 UTC
ol ﬁfr}) 203 b 67



ANNEX 1

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION

Objectives

Under Article 26 of the Common Fisheries Policy, the Commission is mandated to consult
appropriate scientific bodies. The results from such consultations, in the form of the best
available scientific advice, are obtained in support of the establishment of measures under the
CFP. To this purpose, the European Commission consults the International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) as one of the appropriated bodies.

The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)

ICES is a global, unique organisation, recognised as an independent, high-quality advisory
body by all interested parties. It develops science and advice to support the sustainable use of
the oceans. It is the oldest scientific organisation in Europe (established in 1902) created to
support member countries to coordinate oceanic and coastal monitoring and research. ICES
advises international commissions and governments on marine policy and management
issues. ICES apply a quality assurance scheme for its advisory function and have procedures
to ensure the full consideration of data from a wide range of stakeholders. ICES advice is
produced in an ecosystem framework, including the effects of human activities and climatic
and oceanographic conditions and frames advice in relation to fisheries management,
considering the ecosystem context. ICES is a network of more than 5,000 scientists from over
690 marine institutes in 20 member countries and beyond. 1,500 scientists participate in ICES
activities annually. Its goal is to provide the best available science for decision-makers to
make informed choices on the sustainable use of the marine environment and ecosystems.

Deliverables

The advisory deliverables to be provided by ICES are science-based products to support the
implementation of policies adopted by the EU and its Member States with respect of
management of activities that affect the marine biological resources and ecosystems.
Advisory deliverables are, in particular, sought in respect of the implementation of the
Common Fisheries Policy, assessment of multiannual plans, state and development of fish
stocks and advice on exploitation levels and fishing opportunities, other data and marine
scientific advice needs in support of the fisheries management in the EU. The deliverables
have to be pertinent to relevant policy developments, such as the MSY objective and related
ranges of fishing mortalities, multi-annual plans or fleet-based approaches to mixed-fisheries
or multi-species management, and ecosystem-based fisheries management. The deliverables
may also include advice on specific requests from the European Commission in support of its
management under the CFP.

The advisory deliverables included so-called recurrent advice and non-recurrent advice. The
recurrent advice refers mainly to advice on (bi-)annual exploitation rates and fishing
opportunities and Fisheries, Aquaculture, and Ecosystem Overviews. The non-recurrent
advice is provided in response to individual requests.
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The advisory deliverables shall be independent of political influence and subject to best
international quality procedures for research and research-based scientific advice. The
technical basis for the advisory deliverables and the process through which it is produced is
transparent. The quality of the technical basis will be ensured through internal and external
peer-review. All deliverables are subject to best practices and shall only be considered as
advice on behalf of ICES if they are approved by the ICES Advisory Committee.

ICES has developed a comprehensive framework for its advisory work consistent with the
CFP objective as well as International Agreements under UN concerning governance of the
Sea. The scientific advice depends on data provided through the data collection systems of the
Member States as well as ICES member countries. ICES compiles and collates data, as well
as performing quality control on these data, as part of the advisory process. ICES monitors
data quality of the aggregated data used in developing the scientific basis for the advice
deliverables; ICES shall decide on the use of data for the scientific deliverables.

1 DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION

Title: Advisory deliverables provided by the International Council for the Exploration
of the Sea (ICES)

Reference: FPA/MARE/2023/ICES

a) Describe the general and specific objectives that the action aims to achieve:

ICES will develop advisory deliverables in relation to public policies mentioned in the Framework Partnership
Agreement (FPA) between ICES and the European Commission. ICES will provide advisory deliverables
which are independent of political influence and subject to best available international quality procedures for
science and science-based advisory deliverables. The technical basis for the advisory deliverables and the
process through which it is produced will be transparent and impartial. The quality of the technical basis will be
ensured through internal and external peer review. All advisory deliverables will contain reference to the
relevant background analysis documentation, including expert reports, which include information about all the
peer reviews undertaken and the result of such reviews.

ICES has transparent guidelines which describe its process for the development of both recurrent advice and
special advice requestszlg‘

Union funding will be displayed on the recurrent advice in a footer where all ICES” clients are mentioned and
on the description of the requested advice. The wording will be: “/CES advice as adopted by its advisory
committee (ACOM) is developed upon request by ICES’ clients (the European Union, NASCO, NEAFC,
Iceland, Norway, OSPAR and United Kingdom).”

The advisory deliverables are in the following structured into 2 overarching work packages: (1) Recurrent
advice; and (2) Special Requests - non-recurrent advice.

The deliverables will be delivered in accordance with the agreed timeline. If the agreed timeline as specified in

the Grant Agreement (GA) cannot be achieved or postponing would result in deliverables of better quality, DG
MARE will be consulted on the amendment of the timeline.

" https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.3088501 |
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Work package 1: Recurrent advice

This work package is split into 3 sub-work packages encompassing all recurrent advice deliverables (WP1.1),
the quality assurance framework behind all advice products (WP1.2) as well as the data and information
management part of the advisory work (WP1.3):

WP 1.1 Advice deliverables

« Del 1.1.1: Recurrent single stock advice deliverables

« Del 1.1.2: Mixed fisheries considerations

« Del 1.1.3: Fisheries, Aquaculture and Ecosystem Overviews
« Del 1.1.4: Advice on bycatch of ETP species

* Del 1.1.5: Update of the advice on VMEs

* Del 1.1.6: Presentation of advice to ACs and EU structures

WP 1.2 Quality assurance of advice deliverables

= Del 1.2.1: Web based stock status (Stock Assessment Graphs - SAG, Stock Information Database -SID,
Advice Scenarios Database - ASD)

* Del 1.2.2: Web based assessment processes (Transparent Assessment Framework - TAF)

« Del 1.2.3: Benchmark overview

* Del 1.2.4: RCG support and involvement

« Del 1.2.5: End user feedback to Liaison Meetings and STECF

« Del 1.2.6: Expert group reports and stock annexes

WP 1.3 Data and Information Management of advisory deliverables

« Del 1.3.1: Complete data records
« Del 1.3.2: Data calls

Work package 2: Special Requests — non-recurrent advice

This work package encompasses all non-recurrent advice requests from DG MARE. Each deliverable will thus
be a specific special request, with the associated process and deliverables.

To address requests for advice, ICES is dependent on the clients having clearly defined the question(s) to be
addressed along with the objectives and criteria to be considered so that the advice is appropriately developed.
An important element of the advisory process is therefore the dialogue with the clients to achieve a common
understanding on how to interpret the requests, the type of advice the clients expect and what ICES can deliver.

b) Describe the work programme (on the basis of the main activities planned) and
where it will be implemented

Work package 1: Recurrent advice
Work package 1.1 Advice deliverables

The advisory deliverables are divided into specific deliverables as described below. Each deliverable is thus an
advice product and underpinned by the deliverables in Work packages 1.2 and 1.3.

Deliverable 1.1.1: Recurrent single stock advice deliverables
DG MARE will receive: (i) advice on fishing opportunities and where specified below associated management

measures (e.g. technical measures); and (ii) where relevant advice on anthropogenic pressures other than
fishing (‘conservation considerations’). ICES will provide such advice both in relation to commercial fisheries
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and, where relevant, recreational fisheries. That advice will pertain to the stocks indicated in Annex III.

ICES will provide advice on fishing opportunities and conservation considerations on the basis of its approach
to advice on fishing opportunities (‘ICES approach’), as set out in the current relevant ICES documents and

technical guidelineszo. In addition, when providing such advice, ICES will take into account the EU policy
basis, where relevant, in the manner set out below. The policy basis is Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 (‘CFP
Basic Regulation’), which sets an objective of Maximum Sustainable Yield MSY, which is achieved by setting
maximum sustainable exploitation rates, and the relevant multiannual (management) plans (MAPs) agreed at
EU level, notably the Baltic, North Sea and Western Waters MAPs[1], specifying for certain stocks in these
areas how to reach maximum sustainable exploitation rates when fixing fishing opportunities.ZI, specifying for
certain stocks in these areas how to reach the MSY target when fixing fishing opportunities. Moreover, when
providing such advice, ICES will take into account specific requirements of DG MARE, also set out below.

Advice for all stocks

The formal advice shall stand out on the front page of the advice document (‘headline advice’). ICES will
provide the headline advice based on the ICES approach, except in certain cases, as set out below. Where
possible, ICES will provide headline advice in terms of catches, along with corresponding information in the
advice document on the expected landings and discards. However, for stocks for which ICES advice is based
on landings, ICES will provide the headline advice in terms of landings. In addition, where discard
survivability is taken into account in the assessment, ICES will provide headline advice in terms of total
catches, landings, estimated discards, and estimated removals, along with corresponding information in the
advice sheet on the expected landings and dead discards. For Norway lobster stocks, ICES will provide the
headline advice in terms of landings, along with corresponding information in the advice sheet on catches and
expected discards.

The catch scenarios table shall include the scenarios set out in ‘Expected results and their use, point (d)’ and in
specific cases additional scenarios, as set out below. For each scenario that table shall include, when the
assessment conducted by ICES allows this: (i) catches; (ii) landings and discards, and when survival rates are
considered the latter should be split into dead and surviving discards; (iii) fishing mortality ; (iv) the projected
SSB at the start of the year after the advice year, and the corresponding SSB change compared to the preceding
year; (v) advice change compared to the advice and compared to the TAC, of the previous year; (vi) for stocks
below MSY Burigger and where possible, the probability of SSB being below Biim at the start of the year after the
advice year; and (vii) in specific cases additional elements, as set out below. Advice documents shall in any
case include all those elements, but elements may be marked as ‘not available’ or ‘not calculable’.

When recreational fisheries take a significant part of the catches, the advice shall indicate this, and the catch
scenarios table shall, when the assessment conducted by ICES allows this, also include: (i) total catches in
commercial and recreational fisheries; (ii) catches in respectively commercial and recreational fisheries; and (ii)
landings and discards in respectively commercial and recreational fisheries. In addition, ICES will incorporate,
where possible and following a consultation by ICES of DG MARE on a list of stocks where that may be
relevant, possible recreational fisheries management measures in the advice.

In a dedicated table ICES will provide the landings and discards and landings distribution by gears, for the last
year for which data is available. Moreover, in cases when recreational fisheries take a significant part of the
catches, where possible, the gears responsible for significant recreational catches should be identified, with
some estimate of the magnitude of their catches should be also provided.

For non-TAC regulated stocks, one of the following applies: (i) catch advice is nevertheless requested; (ii) only

%% In particular the ICES document ICES. 2025. Advice on fishing opportunities. In Report of the ICES Advisory
Committee, 2025. ICES Advice 2025, section 1.1.1. https://doi.ore/10.17895/ices.pub.30712466

2 Regulation (EU) 2016/1139, Regulation (EU) 2018/973 and Regulation (EU) 2019/472.
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information on stock status and catches is requested; or (iii) no information is requested. The relevant non-TAC
regulated stocks for which (i) or (ii) applies are set out in Annex III.

For stocks for which ICES indicates that information is insufficient to carry out analytical assessments, ICES
will inform DG MARE of the insufficiencies with the aim to enable ICES to carry out analytical assessments.
This will include information on research needs or missing data. In such cases, ICES shall advise, where
possible, on the remedial measures necessary to obtain the required information.

Autonomous EU and Balltic Sea stocks

For: (i) stocks listed as ‘target stocks’ in the EU MAPs; and (ii) for stocks listed as ‘by-catch stocks’ in the EU
Baltic Sea MAP or stocks that are by-caught when fishing for stocks listed as target stocks in the other EU
MAPs, the advice shall indicate that the relevant EU MAP applies. For by-catch stocks, for which adequate
fleet-based data exists, the advice shall also indicate in which fisheries catching certain target stocks by-catches
occur.

For all such target stocks, the headline advice will be for catches corresponding to ranges of Fmsy (i.e. FMSY fower,
Fmsy, FMsy upper), Wwhen such ranges are available and when the conditions for Fmsy upper set out in the MAPs are
met. For such by-catch stocks, the headline advice will be based on the ICES approach.

For stocks subject to an Advisory Council (AC) management plan that has been assessed by ICES and
evaluated as consistent with the precautionary approach and in line with MSY, the management plan scenario
should be included in the catch scenarios table, but not in the headline advice.

For ICES data categories 1 and 2 stocks, advice shall be provided annually. However, advice may be provided
less frequently, if requested by DG MARE and based on parameters identified by (‘multiannual advice’).

Moreover, for certain ICES data categories 1 and 2 stocks, advice shall also include scenarios for rebuilding
stocks above a given level and during a given period (‘rebuilding scenarios’), if requested by DG MARE and
based on parameters and format identified by it.

Shared stocks

For stocks that are under shared management between the EU and third countries and for which the relevant
management parties have agreed on a management plan and the plan has been evaluated by ICES to be
consistent with the precautionary approach, ICES will provide the headline advice in accordance with that plan.

For stocks for which ICES and another scientific body provide independent and peer-reviewed advice, ICES
will seek to cooperate with those other bodies in the production of its advice, while ensuring that the ICES
approach and where relevant the specific requirements of DG MARE are respected. Should those other bodies
not cooperate with ICES, ICES shall produce, where possible, its advice in line with the ICES approach and the
specific requirements of DG MARE, while taking into account the work of the other scientific body

ICES will supply an overview of current known management plans by stock in early January for review by all
requesters of advice. That overview shall address: (i) whether requesters consider to be a management party for
a given stock; and (ii) whether requesters in that case agree to those management plans. ICES will then
communicate the results of that consultation.

For stocks under shared management that are also covered by an EU MAP, as target or as by-catch stock, ICES
will include the following sentence in the headline advice: “ICES notes the existence of a precautionary
management plan developed and adopted by one/some of the relevant management parties for this stock." For
shared stocks that are also target stocks under the EU MAPs, ICES will include, in the catch scenarios table,
catches corresponding to the ranges of Fmsy, when such ranges are available.

Supportive information to the assessment and advice will be the following:

1) Information about the level of confidence in the parameters underlying the scientific advisory deliverables
and the origins and causes of the main uncertainties in the information available (e.g. data quality, data
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availability, gaps in methodologies and knowledge) which have been taken into account for the assessment and
the advice;

2) Where possible a description of the biomass distribution when a stock is distributed in several management
areas.

MARE with supplementary information on fishing opportunities being consistent with the advice in support of
management. Such advice shall be included in the advice document, but not in the headline catch advice.

The following situations may occur:

3) more than one stock is merged into one management unit.
4) the ICES stock area covers more than one management unit.
5) the ICES stock areas and management units do not map in either way as described above.

For situations 3-5 above, ICES shall provide information on individual stocks and individual management
units, provided that DG MARE, where relevant jointly with other management parties, has provided guidance
on the principles to be used for such calculations in each case. [f DG MARE is not in a position to provide such
guidance, ICES shall provide that information assuming the same distribution of catches by stock and
management unit as observed in recent years. If multiple stocks of the same species occur within one single
management unit and are caught in the same fisheries with zero or low catch advice for one of those stocks,
ICES shall set out in the advice document relevant considerations and possible management measures in line
with the ICES approach. Species and management areas where ICES is requested to provide this additional
information on fishing opportunities are listed in table b of Annex III, as well as other relevant species and
management areas.

Deliverable 1.1.2 Mixed fisheries considerations

For all sea basins, ICES will continue to develop mixed fisheries science and outputs further in cooperation
with advice requesters.

Such development, where possible will: (i) consider, for example, changes in selectivity patterns and sensitivity
of the advice to fleet and metier definitions; (ii) consider alternative fleet structures; (iii) describe spatial and
temporal interactions between stocks and fleets (iv) expand to other sea basins, e.g. West of Scotland or Baltic
Sea; and (v) consider increasing the scope of stocks included in the mixed fisheries scenarios and where not
possible qualitative assessments of technical interactions.

ICES shall conduct mixed fisheries modelling and present the results of that modelling in mixed fisheries
considerations and in the fisheries overviews. This shall include the Bay of Biscay and Iberian Waters.

Deliverable 1.1.3 Fisheries, Aquaculture and Ecosystem overviews

Advice on fishing opportunities will be delivered in the context of an ecosystem approach that is consistent
with the objectives as formulated in relevant EU policies (i.e. CFP, H&BDs, MSFD and NRL). ICES is
iteratively and incrementally moving towards providing climate and ecosystem informed actionable advice.
The ecosystem approach is being implemented by providing advice on fishing opportunities supported by
information and advice provided in Fisheries Overviews (FOs), Ecosystem Overviews (EOs) and Aquaculture
Overviews (AOs). ICES is continuing to evolve and integrate these overviews to deliver advice for EBFM.

Specifically, ICES will, to the extent possible:

1) Provide an updated web-based overview of the status of each assessed stock;

2) Advise DG MARE on any significant impact of factors and changes in the marine ecosystem structure or
functioning (including those associated with climate change) that significantly impact fish and shellfish stocks
and their long-term exploitation;

3) Provide information regarding the impact of fisheries on ecosystems and habitats in FOs and EOs, and the
impact of aquaculture activities in AOs;

4) Provide warnings of any serious threats (i.e. if there is at this moment, a threat to the abundance posing a risk
so serious that it would be unwise to postpone action) from fishing activities alone or in conjunction with any
other relevant activity to local ecosystems or species as soon as ICES is aware of such threats;
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S) In the FOs, quantitatively and qualitatively describe the key spatial and temporal interactions between
species by meétier, including quantification of the strength of the interactions. In addition, for fisheries with
catches of autonomous EU stocks, identify the targeted stock or stocks by métier.

6) Identify existing inter-species and intra-species interactions of relevance (e.g., predator-prey interactions,
competition) to the fisheries management and the existing management strategy (and consequently the advisory
deliverables);

7) Describe the biological interactions among fish stocks and with the marine ecosystem, including predator-
prey relationships and other interactions relevant for fisheries management in the FOs and EOs.

Deliverable 1.1.4 Advice on by-catch of ETP species

ICES shall develop advice as a priority to provide, on the basis of data provided by Member States and any
other relevant data sources, estimates of the annual total numbers of specimens of Endangered, Threatened and
Protected (ETP) species (as outlined in the ICES Roadmap for ETP species bycatch, Annex 4
[https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.26003467]) taken as by-catch as appropriate and feasible, disaggregated by
ICES statistical area, ecoregion and type of fishing gear. They shall be provided by December each year and
shall cover incidental catches made until 31 December of the previous year. Where the precision of the
estimates does not support the meaningful calculation of annual total by-catch of ETP species, ICES may
instead deliver multiannual by-catch rates. These estimates shall be accompanied by evaluations or estimates of
their precision where possible. ICES will prioritize delivering advice on the high-priority species as received
from DG MARE in 2023 (Annex [V). ICES should include information on mitigation measures in place, where
appropriate and available. ICES shall provide an overview of available and most recent population abundance
estimates for ETP species. For priority marine mammals, ICES shall list the upcoming national and regional
survey campaigns, including aerial surveys.

ICES shall strive progressively to accompany the bycatch estimates with markers of sustainability, such as
potential biological removal (PBR) where appropriate. As part of this process, ICES shall establish a process
for identifying candidate ETP species for estimation of conservation thresholds in consultation with the
commission.

ICES shall review available information on by-catch mitigation measures for ETP species and suggest concrete,
effective solutions for common dolphins and harbour porpoise in the Bay of Biscay and Iberian coast, and for
harbour porpoise in the Baltic Sea.

For species with high extinction risk, where there is no near-term realistic prospect of estimating by-catch rates
and associated markers of sustainability, ICES shall develop advice as a priority to highlight the types of
fishing gears and activities which pose the greatest risk to these species of concern, taking account of available
information on the species distribution area and seasonality.

Where the available by-catch monitoring data and other information is not adequate to allow ICES to complete
these tasks, ICES shall advise, where possible, on the remedial measures necessary to obtain the required
information.

Deliverable 1.1.5 Update of the advice on VMEs

As per article 9(4) Regulation (EU) 2016/2336, called the “Deep-sea access regulation”, ICES is requested to
carry out an annual review of areas where VMEs are known to occur or are likely to occur in EU waters and to
deliver an advice, including the list of coordinates of the VMEs areas (i.e. polygons), every two years. This
recurring advice should present Scenarios C, D and E with understanding that scenario E remains for a
comparative purpose, as it goes beyond the legal requirements of the Deep-sea access Regulation (beyond
Annex 11 list of indicators) but aligning with UN’s direction. The coordinates of the VMESs polygons should be
given for the EU EEZ of the North-East Atlantic and with no bathymetric clipping, except to exclude VME
polygons fully located in c-squares shallower than 400 meters.

For the upcoming pieces of advice, it is essential that ICES provide all necessary information in a format that is
easy for stakeholders to understand. This includes:

* number of polygons (total, CS and BoB),

e area in square km (total, CS and BoB),
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« pdf maps for each scenario,

« list of coordinates (in csv, shp, xls formats), and

« interactive map.

It would be ideal to include comparative data, such as the evolution of km2 for polygon (total, CS, BoB and
individual) between past and new pieces of advice.

Revision or update of this advice shall be made in light of new and updated science and data reported to ICES,
methodological developments (noting that ICES will hold VME-related workshops in 2026 and a benchmark in
2027), and further implementation of the FAO International Guidelines for the management of deep-sea
fisheries in the high seas (FAO, 2009).

In addition, ICES is requested to update the Commission on its work in other sea-basins for which ICES
provides VMESs advice, NEAFC waters and waters of the EU Outermost regions.

Deliverable 1.1.6 Presentation of advice to ACs and EU structures

ICES will, on request, present the advice to EU institutions and committees including the Fisheries Committee
of the European Parliament, ACs and stakeholders, and other meetings organised by DG MARE. Presentations
will be made by the Chair of ACOM or their designee. ICES will present an overview and matters relevant to
the scientific advice, including the underlying scientific knowledge for the scientific advisory process (e.g. fish
population dynamics, stock assessment and modelling approaches, concepts on reference points, developments
on mixed fisheries considerations, multi-species advice and advice on data limited stocks, sensitive species and
habitats advice, ecosystem approaches and the link to Good Environmental Status). Presentations will be done
by either physical or online attendance to the arranged meetings. Once stakeholders request ICES to present an
advice or work, ICES will endeavour to notify DG MARE in advance of any relevant presentations to ensure
proper coordination.

ICES will participate, on request, in an annual meeting/seminar on scientific advice, organised by DG MARE.

Work package 1.2 Quality assurance of advice deliverables

ICES quality assurance of advisory products covers the entire chain from data collection and reporting by ICES
member countries to publication of advice. ICES and its reporting member countries have taken a large number
of initiatives to formalise and improve data flows and ensure the quality of advisory products. In recent years,
focus has been on data quality, data pipelines, transparency and enhancement of the advisory framework,
mainly through the development of guidelines and web tools.

Should DG MARE consider that the requirements set out in this Grant Agreement may not be met in specific
advice documents and / or there may be consistency issues between different advice documents, it may ask
ICES for written clarifications. Those written clarifications should be sent by ICES to DG MARE as soon as
possible. Should DG MARE require further clarifications, ICES shall organise a meeting with DG MARE to
provide further clarifications.

Deliverable 1.2.1 Web based stock status (AdviceXplorer, SAG, SID, ASD, fisheriesXplorer)

AdviceXplorer, Stock Assessment Graphs (SAG), Stock Information Database (SID), and Advice and
Scenarios Database (ASD) online portals provide a comprehensive publicly accessible status of approximately
200 assessed stocks, including their historical performance, confidence intervals and with all supporting meta-
data that ensure consistency and a means to generate new data calls based upon the most current available
information. These portals also offer web services that are used by STECF and JRC. The fisheriesXplorer is a
new web-based app that is intended to replace the fisheries overviews advice in the future making the advice
more dynamic and explorable for end users.

Deliverable 1.2.2 Web based assessment processes (Transparent Assessment Framework - TAF)

ICES has developed and is in a process of continuous improvement the Transparent Assessment Framework —
TAF. This tool aims to ensure transparency and reproducibility of all ICES assessments. ICES is working with
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the community to increase routine use of TAF which contains a full description of the assessment, data used
and advisory procedure for each advisory product and is maintained and updated whenever significant changes
are made. Documentation of each assessment, with information on the lineage of data used in assessments, will
be adequate to allow recalculation of any assessment by an external expert, with reference to publicly available
web-based system for the reproduction of the assessment and advice (TAF). To facilitate access to information
in TAF, ICES has developed the TAFXplorer app, which will allow less technical users to explore all the
information. ICES will develop standardised TAF templates for data processing and aggregations, key
assessment methods, reference points evaluations and management strategy evaluations. These templates will
include standardised diagnostic, quality control and quality assurance elements. Code audits will be
implemented where possible as an additional quality assurance step.

Deliverable 1.2.3 Online resources on benchmarks

ICES will publish online, on its main website, and regularly update a description of the benchmarking process
and of the benchmark exercises prioritisation scheme. ICES will also publish online an overview of the planned
benchmarks.

The SID online portal includes a module outlining potential benchmark tasks for all ICES stocks identified by
the experts where available.

Deliverable 1.2.4 RCG support and involvement

ICES will support the implementation of the DCF by facilitating planning expert group meetings related to data
collection. In particular, ICES will assist DG MARE by implementing data collection community websites
supporting exchange of information between scientific experts involved in the preparation for, the work during,
and the follow-up after Regional Coordination Groups (RCGs) related to the DCF. In addition, ICES should
participate in RCGs by presenting and discussing, among others, the ICES data needs for the relevant region
and the work carried out by relevant ICES Expert Group (EGs).

Deliverable 1.2.5 End-user feedback to Liaison Meetings and STECF

ICES will communicate to DG MARE any problems encountered with data transmitted by Member States in
the framework of data calls launched by ICES. This shall in particular apply to data collected through the DCF.

ICES will provide information on the timeliness of submission, coverage and quality of collected data, relevant
to the use for the advisory deliverables. The previous year’s annual information will be provided to DGMARE
annually. It will consist of an account of issues of DCF data transmitted to ICES. The issues should clearly
identify the type of data, stock (if the data concerned is needed for fish stocks assessment), and Member State,
using the above-mentioned categorisation (timeliness, coverage, quality) and be self-explanatory. ICES will
indicate the impact of these shortcomings on the provision and quality of scientific advice (severity). ICES
should not only provide feedback on data transmission problems concerning Member States, but also provide
assistance to DG MARE in clarifying the responses of Member States to these ICES comments to the extent
that these responses relate to ICES' use of the data. For data transmission issues, that require follow up by
Member States, ICES will check whether the corrective actions have been taken in the following data
submission and inform DG MARE the following year.

Deliverable 1.2.6 Expert group reports and stock annexes

ICES will publish online expert group reports t the same time as the corresponding advice or as soon as
possible thereafter. For stock assessment working groups, ICES will also publish online stock annexes and the
expert group reports will include a list of relevant stock annexes with links to these.

Work package 1.3 Data and information Management of advisory deliverables

Data collection is the responsibility of ICES Member Countries, and while ICES has a clear responsibility to
quality assure data used in advice it relies on national processes on which ICES has very limited influence.
ICES current work on databases, data submission standards and procedures, and data processing is crucial to
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assess the quality of data being provided by member countries and being used in the provision advice
deliverables.

Deliverable 1.3.1 Complete data records

ICES will develop and maintain databases and tools directly used in stock assessments and other ICES
assessment or advice process. A number of databases and online data portals related to the preparation, quality
control, ingestion and processing of input data to Advice deliverables are used by ICES in order to make
available complete data records. These systems include Fisheries dependent and independent data sources,
sampling design, detailed and aggregated output data and data products, and fisheries assessment results.
Examples of these portals include (but are not limited to) DATRAS (Fisheries independent), InterCatch and the
RDBES (Fisheries dependent), Acoustic portal, VME database, ETP species bycatch database, etc.
Management of these portals includes maintenance, product development, vocabulary management, bug fixing,
user helpdesk, attending and reporting to Advice related expert group meetings, support to the RCG’s and
STECF meetings, and the specification and processing of data calls to relevant parties. In 2026 resources will
be focused on the support of the transition from InterCatch to the RDBES.

Deliverable 1.3.2 Data calls

ICES data calls requesting data collected under the EU Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 will respect all notification
periods defined in article 17 of the Regulation, and where possible additional notice will be given to Member
States. Data calls requesting data collected under the EU Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 should include a

reference to guarantees on personal data protection, in accordance with the Article 2 of the Regulation (EC)
2017/1004.

ICES will inform the EC on data issues significantly affecting the scientific advisory process via the annual

data transmission reporting. Review of survey input and settings for each stock assessment will be done in the
benchmark process, which the EC will be briefed on (Deliverable 1.2.3).

ICES should inform the EC as to the optimal timing of scientific advice to be delivered, taking into
consideration the time lag for data availability and subsequent data processing, in relation to the deadline of a
data call. ICES publishes its data calls on the ICES library™.

Work package 2: Special Requests — non-recurrent advice

Non-recurrent advisory and other scientific or technical deliverables, training of EU institution officials and
other stakeholders as agreed with DG MARE, or other activities may be requested by DG MARE. ICES will
strive to fulfil such requests according to mutually satisfactory agreements between the Parties, which will
specify the nature, the scope, the duration and the maximum associated costs.

Non-recurrent advisory deliverables may concem any request for advice from ICES in the context of the
development and implementation of the CFP, of the MSFD (Directive 2008/56/EC) and of other EU legislation.
The non-recurrent advisory deliverables are agreed with ICES and DG MARE when the need for these arise.
This grant supports the scoping and development of the non-recurrent advice request by the ICES Secretariat
and ACOM leadership. The remaining specified budget within the Specific Grant Agreement will be used on
Special Requests to the extent this is possible. Should non-recurrent requests arise which are estimated to
exceed the remaining budget for these in this agreement, ICES and DG MARE will discuss on the possibility to
enlarge the budget for non-recurrent advice products. ICES will work with DG MARE to plan and deliver
value for money when designing the timetable and scope of special requests.

2 hittps://ices-librarv.figshare.com/pubtype datacalls-dataoutputs calls
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A few examples of non-recurrent advice requests:

1. the state of fish stocks and related data issues;

2. the state of the marine environment, ecosystems or specific themes relating to this question for which ICES
can mobilise expertise;

3. requests related to improving the knowledge on stock identification of certain species;

4. information on by-catches of stocks with zero catch or low catch advice;

5. development and evaluation of operational management options and / or advice in relation to technical
conservation measures;

6. evaluations of multi-annual plans, in particular between the EU and other ICES members, whether for a
single stock or species or for a multi-stock fishery;

7. tools to allow management authorities investigate alternative catch allocation strategies e.g. seabass tool;

8. By-catch of small cetaceans in the Bay of Biscay and Iberian Coast;

9. Evaluation of the economic and social impacts of offshore renewable energy on fisheries;

10. Development of approaches for providing multiannual advice and rebuilding scenarios for ICES data
categories 1 and 2 stocks;

11. providing specified training to EU officials and stakeholders;

12. identification and mediation of access to independent experts to conduct reviews of scientific documents or
to provide other assistance. ICES will be responsible for identifying experts, but the product provided is solely
the responsibility of the experts;

13. joint EU-UK special requests for non-recurrent advice to ICES on stocks or management issues of mutual
interest including rebuilding scenarios;

¢) Methodology to be followed/project implementation

ICES has developed a comprehensive framework including a set of advice rules to be applied when addressing
requests for advice on fishing opportunities. These conform to international agreements to which the EU is a
signatory and to the objectives of the CFP. The ICES approach to advice integrates ecosystem-based
management with the objective of achieving maximum sustainable yield (MSY). The aim is, in accordance
with the aggregate of international guidelines, to inform policies for high long-term yields while maintaining
productive fish stocks within healthy marine ecosystems. Annex 2 of the UN Fish Stocks Agreement (UN,
1995) contains guidelines for applying a precautionary approach within an MSY framework. In accordance
with a precautionary approach, populations need to be maintained within safe biological limits to make MSY
possible. A precautionary approach is a necessary, but not a sufficient condition for MSY.

MSY is a broad conceptual objective, aimed at achieving the highest yield over the long term. It is non-specific
with respect to: (a) the biological unit to which it is applied; (b) the models used to provide scientific advice;
(c) the definition of yields; and (d) the management methods used to achieve MSY. In theory, the MSY concept
can be applied to an entire ecosystem, a fish community, or a single stock. ICES interpretation of MSY is
maximizing the average long-term yield from a given stock while maintaining productive fish stocks within
healthy marine ecosystems. In relation to MSY, ICES defines yield to be maximised as the wanted part of the
catch measured in weight, i.e. the part of the catch that is landed and above any agreed minimum
conservation/reference size.

Many of the models (mathematical and conceptual) used to estimate MSY and associated parameters typically
assume that factors not dynamically updated within the models remain constant or vary around a historical
long-term mean. However, marine ecosystems are dynamic and fish stocks could change not only in response
to the fisheries, but also to changes in fishing patterns and fishing pressures on their prey or their predators as
well as climate or environmental change. ICES therefore considers MSY reference points to be valid only in
the medium term and to be subject to regular reviews.

To support the stock-by-stock management system, ICES provides advice on fishing opportunities and stock
status for individual stocks. In addition to the single stock advice, ICES also provides mixed fisheries
considerations, fisheries and ecosystem overviews, which encapsulate the technical and biological interactions
between stocks at an ecoregion scale.
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The advice rule applied by ICES in generating the advice on fishing possibilities depends on management
strategies agreed by relevant management bodies and the information and knowledge available for the
concerned stocks. [f all the relevant management authorities have agreed on a management plan or strategy and
the plan/strategy has been evaluated by ICES to be consistent with the precautionary approach, ICES will
provide advice in accordance with the plan/strategy. If no management plan/strategy has been agreed by all
relevant management parties or the agreed plan/strategy has been evaluated by ICES not to be consistent with
the precautionary approach, ICES will provide advice applying the ‘TCES MSY advice rule’ if possible or the
precautionary approach if the information on the stocks is insufficient to support the MSY rule.

ICES MSY advice rule requires a relative high level of data and knowledge on the dynamics of the stocks
concerned. If the data and knowledge requirements to apply ICES MSY advice rule are not available ICES uses
data limited methods based on abundance/biomass indices, life history parameters and or, catch or landings
time series to provide advice. If the stock is long lived and enough data is available ICES can provide advice
consistent with MSY using empirical methods; in the rest of the cases, ICES applies an advice rule that is only
based on precautionary considerations.

For the purposes of identifying the advice rule to be applied when giving advice on fishing possibilities, ICES
classifies the stocks into six main categories on the basis of available knowledge and data.

* Category I — stocks with quantitative assessments. Includes the stocks with full analytical assessments and
forecasts as well as stocks with quantitative assessments based on production models with an MSE.

 Category 2 — Stocks with analytical assessments and forecasts that are only treated qualitatively as well as
stocks with surplus production models, e.g. SPiCT, JABBA, without an MSE; includes stocks with quantitative
assessments and forecasts which, for a variety of reasons, are considered indicative of trends in fishing
mortality, recruitment, and biomass.

* Category 3 — stocks for which survey-based assessments indicate trends. Includes stocks for which survey or
other indices and life history information are available that provide reliable indications of trends in stock
metrics, such as total mortality, recruitment, and biomass.

» Category 4 — Nephrops stocks where information on possible abundance can be inferred and stocks for which
a reliable time-series of catch can be used to approximate MSY. This is where there are reasonable scientific
grounds to use life-history and density information from functional units to provide advice.

* Category 5 — Stocks for which either only data on landings or a short time-series of catch are available.

+ Category 6 — negligible landings stocks and stocks caught in minor amounts as bycatch. Includes stocks
where landings are negligible in comparison to unwanted catches and stocks that are primarily caught as
bycatch species in other targeted fisheries.

For category 1 and 2 stocks ICES provides advice in accordance with agreed management plans/strategies
evaluated to be consistent with the precautionary approach. If such plans/strategies are not agreed or have been
evaluated by ICES not to be precautionary, ICES will give advice on the basis of the ICES MSY advice rule. In
2021 ICES began to give MSY advice for some data-limited stocks in category 3, and as capacity allows, more
category 3 stocks receive MSY consistent advice each year. For the remainder of the category 3-6 stocks,
where the available knowledge is insufficient to apply the ICES MSY advice rule alternative advice rules based
on the precautionary approach are used. Additionally, the ICES MSY reference points for category 3 and 4
stocks are used for some stocks to provide advice on stock and exploitation status relative to MSY criteria.
ICES is in the process of developing MSY advice for all stocks that are listed as target stocks in the MAPs; the
possibility for such advice for 2026 is indicated by stock in Annex III.

In cases where MSY advice for target stocks (e.g. those described in the MAPs and certain pelagic stocks)
cannot be provided ICES will inform requesters what limitations exist preventing the development of MSY
advice.

To ensure ICES can provide the best possible advisory products, ICES science will continue to explore
methodologies to assess the risks of the use of certain fishing gears and aquaculture techniques in order to
minimise, to the extent possible, the negative impacts of fishing and aquaculture activities on the marine
environment.
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ICES shall consult closely with DG MARE, and all other requesters of advice, when considering structural
revisions to the ICES approach, in particular such revisions of definitions of reference points and such revisions
of the ICES MSY advice rule for stocks in ICES data categories 1 and 2. That is to ensure: (i) the continued
utility of the advice to advice requesters, in the case of the EU the continued utility of the advice to the
implementation of the CFP; and (ii) that advice is provided in line with the ICES advisory principles, in
particular ICES advisory principles 3 and 5 (i.e. clarify objectives and risks and use best available science). if
DG MARE communicates to ICES that a certain structural revision to the ICES approach being considered by
it could mean that advice may partially or in its entirety become no longer useful to DG MARE, it and ICES
should agree on a process to ensure that those concerns are addressed, to be conducted before the structural
revision is decided on.

d) Expected results and their use:

In addition to the management advice detailed under 1.1.1 the main expected results are:

The advice should indicate the overall status of the stock in terms of biomass and exploitation rates relative to
safe biological limits as defined in the CFP. Stock status in relation to MSY reference points should also be
provided.

When the assessment allows this, catch scenarios shall include the following, in that order:

a. advice in line with the ICES approach;

b. additional scenarios, as set out under deliverable 1.1.1.

C.F=Fpa

d.F=0;

e. F =F in interim year / year before the advice year;

f. SSB at start of year (alt. at spawning time) after advice year = MSY Buigger;
g. SSB at start of year after advice year = Bpa;

h. SSB at start of year after advice year = Biim;

i. other relevant scenarios.

Advice documents shall in any case include all those scenarios, but scenarios may be marked as ‘not available’
or ‘not calculable’.

e) Arrangements for monitoring/supervision of the operation and risks involved in its
implementation:

ICES advisory process has several steps which all are agreed by the Advisory Committee and outlined in the
Annual Work Programme (see section 2). The steps are the following for each advisory process:

* A request for advice is received from a client

« Data are provided to expert groups (including expert workshops) based on data calls and database contents,
which then make assessments and draft a first scientific/technical response to the request

« Expert group reports are peer-reviewed by internal audits or in some cases by an external review

* In cases of assessments where the benchmark (established assessment method to be used) has been agreed
upon, the reviewing is carried out within the expert group and then followed by an advice drafting group

« The expert group report together with the review is used in the advice drafting group

* Draft advice prepared by the advice drafting group is discussed and finally approved by the Advisory
Committee (ACOM)

* The advice is delivered to the client by electronic communication and made available on the ICES Website

Annex III provides a detailed timeline for the provision of advice by stock.
ICES aims at producing advice based on the best available science that is characterised by quality assurance,

developed in a transparent process, unbiased, independent, and is recognised by all parties as being relevant to
management. The scientific basis for the advice is developed by expert groups. An advice drafting group
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prepares the advice based on the findings of the expert groups. The advice prepared by the advice drafting
group is finalised and adopted by ICES Advisory Committee (ACOM).

ICES operates a peer-review system. The scientific basis for responses to non-recurring requests for advice is
subject to a peer-review process, before or in conjunction with the advice drafting group. For recurrent advice
ICES has implemented a benchmark process in which the methods, including the data series to be used by the
Expert Groups in addressing the requests, are developed. The results from the benchmarks are subjected to a
peer-review process similar to the process for non-recurrent requests.

The risks involved in the implementation include: 1) late delivery of advice due to necessary updates or other
reasons (i.e. corrections). Late delivery may imply that the Commission cannot use the advice for the
development of its proposals. In these cases, ICES will inform the Commission as soon as a delay in the
advice becomes apparent. 2) the results of the scientific stock assessment do not allow the delivery of the
advice corresponding to management needs (i.e. MSY advice) due to lack of data or other methodological
issues. For stocks assessed at MSY, ICES will inform DG MARE as soon as it becomes apparent that this
stock will lose its MSY status in the forthcoming advice. 3) A critical risk to ICES' ability to deliver
scientific advice occurs in situations where complete datasets are not available to ICES for the stocks in
question. In such cases, ICES may be unable to provide advice that meets our scientific standards and
quality assurance requirements. To maintain the integrity of ICES advice, we will inform requestors
promptly when such circumstances prevent us from delivering comprehensive assessments and explain the
specific constraints. In cases where the circumstances are already known from previous years, such as for
Barents Sea stocks, ICES will continue to undertake all feasible efforts to explore alternative solutions in
order to produce the best available scientific advice.

f) Sustainability of the project’s achievements:

The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) is an intergovernmental [1] marine science
organization headquartered in Copenhagen, Denmark. [CES coordinates and promotes research on
oceanography, the marine environment and ecosystems and living marine resources in the North Atlantic and
adjacent sea areas. The main objective of ICES is to increase the scientific knowledge of the marine
environment and its living resources and to use this knowledge to provide unbiased, non-political advice. ICES
supports its Member Countries and international governmental organization and institutions like the European
Commission, NEAFC, NASCO, NAFO, NAMMCO, OSPAR and HELCOM by providing scientific
information and knowledge and advice on ecosystem, fisheries and aquaculture issues.

ICES has established a formal cooperation structure to support its work, which also ensures that the advisory
requests are answered including the best available science, data and information. This formal cooperation
structure relies on the ICES legal framework established by the 1964 Convention, confirmed by the 2002
Copenhagen Declaration, and cooperation dating back to 1902 with the establishment of the organization.

While advice requesters are paying for the advisory services they request from ICES, according to the 100 %
cost recovery principle, our member Countries pay annual contributions to support further development of
science and data, taking into account exploratory findings, innovative methods, and international developments.

[1] ICES has 19 member countries: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States of America
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2 PLANNED DURATION OF THE ACTION (in
months):

Planned starting date: January 1st 2026, duration 12
months

TIMETABLE FOR EACH STAGE OF THE ACTION SHOWING MAIN DATES AND
EXPECTED RESULTS FOR EACH STAGE
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ESTIMATED BUDGET

(First page of Annex 2 is not included in this version)

ANNEX 2
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ANNEX 2

Budget assumptions ICES Grant Agreement Application January 1 — December 31,
2026

1. Personnel Costs:

The personnel costs are based on estimates of percentage of time spent on the action. The
actual costs reported will be based on the number of hours registered on the action in the

ICES timekeeping system, Agresso, multiplied by an actual hourly salary rate based on salary,
pension, social costs and health insurance.

1.1 Recurrent Advice:

Personnel involved with the recurrent advice consists of the Head of Advice Department, the
ACOM Leadership (Chair and Vice-Chairs) and other relevant staff within the Advice, Data
and Science sections.

Head of Advice Department coordinates all advisory related work in the ICES Secretariat and
is the main contact point for clients concerning requests for advice, clarifications, etc. The
Head of Advice Department outlines the framework for advice in collaboration with the
Advisory Committee (ACOM) and is part of the ACOM Leadership.

ACOM Leadership consists of one full time chair and several vice-chairs each employed on
part time corresponding to 38% of a full time equivalent. The salary costs for the ACOM
Chair will be based on a full time position excluding time spend on other projects and
agreements. The salary costs for the Vice-Chairs will be based on the full remuneration in
accordance with the employment contract as the Vice-Chairs dedicate all their time paid by
ICES to the Advice process. The ACOM Leadership is the day-to-day operational
management of ACOM and it outlines the suggested responds to requests for advice from
ICES member countries, international commissions and organizations, and fisheries and
ecosystem management bodies. It should be noted that one Vice-Chair’s employment is made
through a collaboration agreement with the Vice-Chairs Canadian employeer. This is made to
ensure the Vice-Chair keeps the status with the Vice Chairs employerl. The contract is valid
January 2025 through December 2027 corresponding to the period the Vice Chairs is
appointed by ACOM

1 CANADA — INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE EXPLORATION OF THE SEA
COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT signed 20 February , 2025
The staff in advice lead the advisory processes while ensuring that the advice is produced by

experts following the framework set by ACOM. They audit and decides with experts on
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methods, approach etc. They facilitate QA of data input, assessments and is the link between
ACOM and expert groups. They manage the advice processes from start to end.

The Advice staff also act as a link between experts, in particular expert group chairs as well as
the groups and ACOM. They format all advice to the ICES standard, ensure timely delivery of
advice and manage documents on Sharepoint and support the ACOM leadership. The Advice
staff also secure the quality of the advice by proof-reading all advice before being delivered.
The Advice staff develops the quantitative side of the Ecosystem Overviews and Fisheries
Overviews and maintains the databases holding data on fish stocks.

1.1.1. Sub-contracting Personnel Recurrent Advice:

The ICES expert community have difficulties in prioritising ICES tasks and in these cases,
ICES may pay institutes for making their staff available for ICES tasks. In these cases ICES
pay a fee to the institute or the staff directly for providing consultant assistance to ICES.

1.2 Administration and support:

The Administrative and support staff consists of the administrative, communications and IT
resources required to deliver in accordance with the purpose of the action.

The administrative staff contribute with project management in relation to making sure the
resources are spent in accordance with the intention of the budget and the Annex I of the
Specific Grant Agreement. This covers amongst other tasks following up on total salary costs,
managing travel costs for the different advice drafting-and expert groups and following up on
other costs directly attributable to the action to make sure they comply with the financial
regulations. Further, the administrative staff ensure that the required facilities are in place for
meetings held in relation to the action such as making sure the relevant IT hardware and
software facilities are available for the meetings and deliver technical support during
meetings.

The IT Staff manage and maintain the Share Point sites for the relevant advice and working
groups and manage and maintain the servers and storage facilities used to host data relevant to
the agreement. The IT staff support IT software and hardware used in meetings relating to
Advice together with the administrative staff.

The communications function manage advice and advisory related information on the ICES
website and maintain the ICES library function facilitating traceability of past advice, manage
advice expert group web pages and document repositories containing manuals and technical
guidelines which are referred to and used in the advisory process, write and publish advice
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related news and advice explainers on the ICES website and share advice releases, advice
related news and advice explainers on ICES social media channels.

Virtual meetings continue to substitute in-person meetings, and it is expected to continue to
have an increased need for technical personnel to support virtual meetings in 2025. During
2020-2024 it has proven necessary to have increased personal costs in order to facilitate the
online meetings.

1.3. Regional Database

The data and advice staff manage a number of regional databases related to the preparation,
quality control, ingestion and processing of input data to Advice. Further, staff establish tools
facilitating quality assurance procedures, and other issues necessary to uphold the provision of
ICES advice as transparent, legitimate, non-biased, and based on best available science.

1.3.Specific DG MARE management

Managing the DG MARE grant requires specific skills and time compared to other MoUs.
The contribution to this end of the General Secretary and other key staff consists of the
overall managing of the Advice programme as well as representing the ICES advisory
framework to outside stakeholders. Finance staff takes care of all specific management tasks

related to budget, reporting to donor preparation, quality control and delivery of audit material
for the external audit of the grant.

1.1-1.4 Quality Assurance:

Quality assurance of the Advice is a continuous process, and relies on a number of technical
systems as well as interactions with coordinating bodies to ensure Advice is delivered to an
acceptable level of quality. The Data and Advice staff manage the Stock Assessment Graphs
and Stock Information Database online portals to provide a comprehensive status of assessed
stocks, with all supporting meta-data that ensure consistency and a means to generate new
data calls based upon the most current available information. Confidence in the data and
parameters used within an assessment are partly handled through the data systems (see next
section), but in addition the Transparent Assessment Framework has been developed to have a
more systematic and programmatic tool for recalculating an assessment, and also to making
the modelling methods and assumptions more transparent to have a clearer labelling of the
confidence in the Advice.

Further deliveries from Advice and Data staff under quality assurance include:

- Planning and executing benchmarks, which includes managing the setup of the data call,
meetings and report of such a process
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- Providing feedback to the Regional Coordination Groups (RCG), which involves compiling
information from expert groups, databases and Advice, and then synthesizing this into
documents and presentations delivered at the RCG meetings

- Collation and reporting on data transmission issues to JRC/STECF database.
1.1.-1.4 Data and Information Management:

The data and advice staff manage a number of databases and online data portals related to the
preparation, quality control, ingestion and processing of input data to Advice. These systems
are integral to the Advice process, and include Fisheries dependent and independent data
sources, sampling design, detailed and aggregated output data and data products, and fisheries
assessment results. Examples of these portals include (but are not limited to) DATRAS,
RDBES, Transparent Assessment Framework, Stock Assessment Graphs, Stock Information
Database). Management of these portals includes maintenance, product development,
vocabulary management, bug fixing, user helpdesk, attending and reporting to Advice related
expert group meetings, support to the RCG’s and STECF meetings, and the specification and
processing of data calls to relevant parties.

2. Travel and meeting costs:

The budget is based on the forecast pre Covid-19 restriction expecting to be back to more
physical meetings.

For phycisal meetings, ICES pays for travel and per diem costs for the ICES staff involved in
Advice. ICES pays for travel and per diems for the participants in ACOM Advice Drafting
Groups related to recurrent advice and for the ACOM Vice-Chairs and Chair as well as for the
Chair and invited experts of the periodic Benchmark Groups. If physical meetings are
required for Review Groups ICES pays for travel

and per diem. Travel costs include travel for the ACOM Leadership in relation to
dissemination among ACs and EU institutions.

All travel expenses claimed will be in accordance with the ICES Rules regarding Travel and
Subsistence Allowances.

On rare occasions it is needed to rent outside meeting facilities and the costs for these will be
based on the actual costs for renting the meeting facilities.

1.5, 1.6 and 2.3 Special requests:

The budget is split into personnel costs, honoraria and other costs. The number and scope of
the special requests will vary from year to year. During the course of the year, this figure can
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be adjusted according to uptake of budget under all budget lines as done in previous
agreements.

The actual personnel costs reported for special requests will be based on the number of actual
hours registered in the time keeping system for each request multiplied by the hourly salary
rate. This also includes time for capacity building to ensure sufficient resources for special
requests which can amount up to 25% of the budgeted staff resource needs (budget line 1.5)
per year, if the number of requests received does not sufficiently meet the budget. The actual
costs for honoraria and travel will be based on the total expenses incurred during the year in
relation to the special requests. Travel expenses claimed will be in accordance with the ICES
Rules regarding Travel and Subsistence Allowances.

The costs will be for both completed as well as ongoing requests during the budget period.
1.7,2.5 and 2.6 ICES ASC Side event:
The budget is split into personnel costs, travel and meeting costs.

The actual personnel costs reported for the ICES ASC Side event will be based on the number
of actual hours registered in the time keeping system for for staff organizing the event
multiplied by the hourly salary rate.

The actual costs for travel will be based on the total expenses for invited speakers (including
potential honoraria), 1 extra per diem and hotel cost for ICES Staff and ACOM chairs
participating in the event. Travel expenses claimed will be in accordance with the ICES Rules
regarding Travel and Subsistence Allowances.

Meeting cost will cover cost for catering, professional photographer and rent of AV
equipment.

3.1 Costs for IT infrastructure:

The Advice activities are supported by the necessary IT infrastructure. The costs for IT
infrastructure consist of costs for servers, storage facilities for SharePoint, network facilities,
skype/webex facilities, backup facilities, software licences and printing facilities. The costs
allocated to Advise is based on a share of the total costs. The share allocated to Advice will be
based on the actual participants in meetings held for the printer facilities, the actual share of
SharePoint sites dedicated to Advice and the actual number of conference participants on
WebEx meetings relating to Advice.

From 2026 the costs are affected by the increased need for cyber security measuers to ensure
a safe IT environment.

3.2 Audit:
The budget includes estimated costs for an audit fee for the final grant audit.
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ANNEX S

SPECIFIC RULES

CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY (— ARTICLE 13)

EU classified information

If EU classified information is used or generated by the action, it must be treated in
accordance with the security classification guide (SCG) and security aspect letter (SAL) set
out in Annex 1 and Decision 2015/444% and its implementing rules — until it is declassified.

Deliverables which contain EU classified information must be submitted according to special
procedures agreed with the granting authority.

Action tasks involving EU classified information may be subcontracted only with prior
explicit written approval from the granting authority and only to entities established in an EU
Member State or in a non-EU country with a security of information agreement with the EU
(or an administrative arrangement with the Commission).

EU classified information may not be disclosed to any third party (including participants
involved in the action implementation) without prior explicit written approval from the
granting authority.

ETHICS (— ARTICLE 14)

Ethics

Actions involving activities raising ethics issues must be carried out in compliance with:
- ethical principles
and

- applicable EU, international or national law, including Directive 98/58*, Regulation
1099/2009* , and Regulation 889/2008%.

23

Commission Decision 2015/444/EC, Euratom of 13 March 2015 on the security rules for protecting EU
classified information (OJ L 72,17.3.2015, p. 53).
Council Directive 98/58/EC of 20 July 1998 concerning the protection of animals kept for farming purposes
(OJL 221, 8.8.1998, p. 23)
Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 of 24 September 2009 on the protection of animals at the time of
killing (OJ L 303, 18.11.2009, p. 1)
Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 of 5 September 2008 laying down detailed rules for the
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 on organic production and labelling of organic
products with regard to organic production, labelling and control (OJ L 250, 18.9.2008, p. 1).

24
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The beneficiaries must pay particular attention to the principle of proportionality, the need to
ensure protection of the environment and high levels of animal welfare and human health
protection.

Before the beginning of an action task raising an ethical issue, the beneficiaries must have
obtained all approvals or other mandatory documents needed for implementing the task,
notably from any (national or local) ethics committee or other bodies.

The documents must be kept on file and be submitted upon request by the coordinator to the
granting authority. If they are not in English, they must be submitted together with an English
summary, which shows that the documents cover the action tasks in question and includes the
conclusions of the committee or authority concerned (if any).

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR) — BACKGROUND AND RESULTS —
ACCESS RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE (— ARTICLE 16)

List of background

The beneficiaries must, where industrial and intellectual property rights (including rights of
third parties) exist prior to the Agreement, establish a list of these pre-existing industrial and
intellectual property rights, specifying the rights owners.

The coordinator must — before starting the action — submit this list to the granting authority

Rights of use of the granting authority on results for information, communication,
dissemination and publicity purposes

The granting authority also has the right to exploit non-sensitive results of the action for
information, communication, dissemination and publicity purposes, using any of the
following modes:

- use for its own purposes (in particular, making them available to persons working for
the granting authority or any other EU service (including institutions, bodies, offices,
agencies, etc.) or EU Member State institution or body; copying or reproducing them
in whole or in part, in unlimited numbers; and communication through press
information services)

- distribution to the public in hard copies, in electronic or digital format, on the
internet including social networks, as a downloadable or non-downloadable file

- translation (including inserting subtitles/dubbing) in all official languages of EU
- storage in paper, electronic or other form
- archiving in line with applicable document-management rules

- the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license to third parties,
including if there is licensed background, any of the rights or modes of exploitation set
out in this provision

- processing, analysing, aggregating the results and producing derivative works
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- disseminating the results in widely accessible databases or indexes (such as through
‘open access’ or ‘open data’ portals or similar repositories), whether free of charge or
not.

The beneficiaries must ensure these rights of use for the whole duration they are protected by
industrial or intellectual property rights.

[f results are subject to moral rights or third party rights (including intellectual property rights
or rights of natural persons on their image and voice), the beneficiaries must ensure that they
comply with their obligations under this Agreement (in particular, by obtaining the necessary
licences and authorisations from the rights holders concerned).

COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION AND VISIBILITY (— ARTICLE 17)

Additional communication and dissemination activities

The beneficiaries must engage in the following additional communication and dissemination
activities:

- present the project (including project summary, coordinator contact details, list of
participants, European flag and funding statement and project results) on the
beneficiaries’ websites or social media accounts

- upload the public project results to the ICES online library.
SPECIFIC RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION (— ARTICLE 18)

EU restrictive measures

The beneficiaries must ensure that the EU grant does not benefit any affiliated entities,
associated partners, subcontractors or recipients of financial support to third parties that are
subject to restrictive measures adopted under Article 29 of the Treaty on the European Union
(TEU) or Article 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU).

GRANTS MANAGED OUTSIDE THE FUNDING & TENDERS PORTAL
For grants managed outside the Funding & Tenders Portal (see Data Sheet, Point 1):

- communications (Article 36) must not be made through the Portal, but on paper or by
e-mail to the following addresses:

- for the beneficiary:

ICES -International Council on the Exploration of the Sea
Dr. Sarah-Louise Millar, Head of the Advice Department
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 44-46, 1553, Copenhagen V, Denmark
sarah-louise.millar@ices.dk

advice@ices.dk

- for the granting authority : MARE-SCIENTIFIC-ADVICE@ec.europa.cu
Nicolas. STURARO(@ec.europa.eu
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- communications must be made in writing and clearly identify the grant agreement
(project number and acronym)

- formal notifications must be either sent by:

o registered post with proof of delivery to the addresses above and will be
considered to have been received either on the delivery date registered by the
postal service or the deadline for collection at the post office,

o e-mail using qualified electronic signature within the meaning of Regulation
(EU) No 910/2014 (eIDAS Regulation).

- standardised deliverables (Article 21.1) are not set out in the Portal Continuous
Reporting tool, but in Annex 1; they must not be uploaded in this tool, but sent to the
granting authority on paper or by e-mail using qualified electronic signature within the
meaning of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 (eIDAS Regulation)” (as formal
notification)

- periodic reports and financial statements (Article 21.2) are not signed and submitted
through the Portal Periodic Reporting tool, but must be sent to the granting authority
on paper or by e-mail to the functional mailbox using qualified electronic signature
within the meaning of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 (eIDAS Regulation)” (as formal
notification)

- amendments and supporting documents (Article 39) are not encoded and signed in the
Portal Amendment tool, but must be signed on paper or using the qualified electronic
signature within the meaning of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 (eIDAS Regulation)
and sent to the granting authority (as formal notification); the same is true for
accession forms (Articles 40 and 41).

However, the following rules still apply:
* information stored in the Participant Register must be kept up to date (Article 19.2)

* the templates published on Portal Reference Documents (Articles 21, 22 and 24) can be
used

* data processing by the granting authority is subject to the Portal Privacy Statement (Article
15).

95

fred



NI



Annex 6

Pagel

tock Name Stock hey label [btock | Yeaf of MIWMm o JAavice Jea [COMMENT Target  [MABE COVMINTH UASTYIART) | MAKE COMMINTY (ameery 1 ebrmry 7076
categor |next  |city (Infreleass |categoryfor stock 3 : + 2l
y ewmess |years) mdvice lssued acsording W) J
Inent In 2026; for Mar
X, Candsi
Angel shark (Squatina squabna) in subareas 1-10, 12 and 14 (the 0077 ree 63| 2027 4 [Dctober PA WeEF
i.“n‘ﬁ?clll Aftzaric pod adfacent venlerq})
[Rtonsinon 8o 122.) ih wlerras 110, 12 4nd 14 (tha Norent (2827 res S2 0% 2 [ane PA IWGDEEP
ttarit: ansd adidcaed writecd
[jxbory [Enciadn entiaiseohn] in Subsins BLTaT of Tacer) e 17:8 1| 2026 I |December MP [Firreie stear e be behrvan wm O CIV U simar svdr.
M possibk, advice should be published in lime befare the December Council of Ministers, i e a1 the latestin the
flr Lt vk & Qvtorm bty 4 et g ¢deaabite 11 Kt and of November
‘Anchovy (Engrauhs encrasicoius) In Oivision 9 a South (Aiantic (berian [ane 27.9a5 1| 2026 T [December (5] [WOWSA 0 coavire; b In 1 * DY
vaters) First weeh of December and preferably al the end of Novembee
fArcnovy (Engraulis encrasicolus) in ®ivision 9 VWest (Adantic Toenan |ane. 27.9aW RG] ) § [WEA A
uaatey)
Arglerfisn (Lopniusbudegassa, L.ophius pistatonus) in Subareas 4ana  [anf 27 3a46 LB [T M [WGCSE [
6, and Diwsion 3.a (North Sea, Rockall and Westof Scotfand, Skagerrak
R0d Cattacat)
Black-betlied anglesfish (Lopnius budegassa) in Subarea 7 and dwisions [ank 27 7Babd 1| % [T MsY (WGBIE x
o el
Ihed angleifish (Lopnius budegassa) in avisions &xc and 9 a 22 i 2% [ 3] (WGBE  |S4IR anmeal tincer gaacaderaten for ] | Ty sy
(Cantabrian Sea, At/antic Ibenan waters) |miinas) edvice [ onsidered after publication of
Fart 7 mlthe el st adosie
i peceal s i
(@estes stver umdkt v oortns sivs] in ubmres L od A odm  [mu 22100 171 0% T [wme MSY WGDEEP
Owision 3 a (Noitheast Arctic, North Sea, Skagerrakand Kattegat)
[Breaier sover wiel) (ArComims 1) Tn BAtudnd 5B and Ba (fieiees  [n. 275069 1| 2026 L e MSY WGDEEP
e ‘gt o So ity
Greater silver smelt (Argentina silus) in subareas 7-10 and 12, and aru 27667-1012 321 2027 ER MSY WGDEEP
fuinge pread)
Blue ling (Molva dypterygia) in Subarea 14 and Division § a (East bh 27,5214 31] 2026 T |wne MSY GOEEP
d 2 Kelamd gromingy)
Blue ling (Molva dypterygia) in subareas 6, 7, and 12 and in Owision 5.b bl 27566712 1| 2026 T [ MSY 'NGDEEP ]
(Celtic Seas, western HattonBank, I
Blue fing (Molvadypterygia) in subareas 1, 2, and 4 and in Division 3.2 [bli.27.123a8, Sa| 2028 « |hne PA | e
{Northeast Arctc, North Sea,
5 ¥y and g stosat!
[3rul (Scophihalmus thombus) in subdwisions 2 2-32 (Balac Sea) bil 27.22-32 33| 2027 7 [Way PA/Stock slatus
3nll (Scophihalmus hiombus) in Subarea 4 and divisions 3.2 and 7.d-e [bll 27.3a47de 20| 2026 T [koe
.04, SRSl (2 2OGIICOR, LY
Boarfish (Capros aper) in subareas 6-8 (Ceilic Seas, Enghsh Channel, [boc 27.6-8 i| 2026 1
By of Binav)
Black scabbardfish ( Aphanopus carbo) in subareas 1, 2, 4-8, 10, and 14,[bsf.27.nea 33[ 2027 T [hes in 2024 (rollover) advicewas only given for [
and divisions 3.3, 9.3, and 12 b (Northeast Alantic and Arcbc Ocean) nine year - 2025. This stockis being
il e 2400 vl ) pochtedl in 2025,
Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) in Subareas 1-10, 12 and 14 bsk 27.nea 63| 2027 ¥ [odww
4arkg et WnNg wnd 2 i
Beabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) in Ovisions 4.b-c, 7.a, and 7.d-h bss 27.4bc7ad-n 11[ 2026 1 |wmr MSY  [WGCSE  [TIwk sBCE shed mave 10 w/GHIE W 020 [0 ]
[central and southern Noth Sea, Insh Sea, English Channel, Bristol better align the adviceprocess with seabassin,
ganel gndCedg Sogd [y
Beabass (Oicentrarchus labrax) m divisions 6 a, 7.b, and 7.| (Westof  |bss 27.6a7bj 6] 2026 3 e PA WGCSE ¥
[Bcotland, West of Ireland, eastem partof southwest of Ireland)
Isaatuss (Dicentrarchus 1abrax) in divisions 8.a-D (northern and central |bss 27, 8ab 7| 2026 T fane EOMAP  |WGBTE v
[N
TBeabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) i divisions 8 ¢ and 9.a (soutnem Bay of |bss 27 8c9a 53| 2028 E) |m PA WGBIl ]
ss2y 3nd Alantic |baciag.waters)
Flounder (Plabchthys solemdah) n subdwisins 27 and 23-32 (northern 33| 206 | z  |way PRTStock swels [WGBFAS B A 10U provHicd 74 w5 41 porore.
s parthern Balt Seg bwo, 27.2729-32 PErv |
Founder (Plabchthys spp ) in subdivisions 24 and 25 (west of Bornnoim |bzq,27, 2425 33 M6 1 fmay PAJStock status (WGBFAS Calils SNrcs {9 be Jvaledl ' aatn 1V priiles Wik f Listed for benchmark in 2027 or 2028 after which catch
and southwestem central Baltic) sy s 4 o
aunder [Platichthys spe.) sicng 26 i 28 |east of Goand  |bao. 27,2618 A 2026 T |way Pa/Stock stafus [WGBFAS Catiiv s In be PPUvry i saon 23 e [@uanf: Catch advicecan be provided for 2027based on caleBory
ang Gulf of Gelansk Sy innct
Cod {Gadus mirhaa) in ssbaress | and T {Hortheast Asite) sod 3.1 1| B 1 fume MSY?A  [aAwG [@cores decroon (1972} (= ©TODary 10w Shtry ul KU ra0rads e a9
suspension of Russia due to the war in Ukraine uidependent from Russia’s ICES membership. If Russia does Notprovide data, ICES should conlinue to underlake all
|mpacts ICESability to provide advice forthis feasible efforts to explore alternatue solullonsin order to prod uce the best avail
stock.
Cod (Gadus morhua) n Subdwvision 21 (Kattegat) cod 2721 31[ 2026 Fima PA WGBFAS [Unfier contderaheon for meRsvmad advia
Cod (Gadus morhua) i subdwisions 22-24, westem Baltc stock coa 27.2224 3027 | 2 IMav PA WGBFAS [MSY aavice curently not possible. Under v
twestern Baltic Sea) o udion for rmatianust advce, Basinal
advice provided, following therb harves
control rule-Rfb rule to be tested in 2025
[Cod (Gadus morhua) in subdwisions 24-32, eastern Baltic stock 2772432 3] 2oz I[Vey PA WGBFAS  |MSY aavice currently not possile. Under ®
Daltic Sea) {consideration formultiannual advice
Cod (Gadus morhua) in Subarea 4, Dwision 7.d, and Subdivislon 20 |cod.27,46a7d20 | 2006 T [Octover WSy WG [ To efow Tigw Tern 16 Co00ana & woak.
[North Sea, eastemEnglish Channel, Skagerrak) Stock areano longer correspoiids to MAP skock
wdn &2 v
[Cot (Gadus vorta] m Orveson 8.b (Ro)) cod 22.53 ¢l X8 | 3 Tume PA vAGCSE
= ror b} i Ofbe. 1.4 ted 27.7a [ 1 |dune WY WiGCEE v
Cod (Gadus morhua) In divisions 7. ek (eastern English Channel and  |cost 27.7e k 1| 2026 T e MsY WGCSE [
uoutnen Cang Spag

ACH



fle 272123 aer she

Page 2

[Stork Hame Ts'mk ey labei [Stack ~|Year of |Poriodi|Meth of [Advice COMMENT Terget W\'Wﬁmm
9 v Y for .
iy amsese | yewrs) advicn (amsied |accerding tof |
mant In 2026; for MAP - | Lt
{Portuguese aogisn (Centroscymnus coelorepls) in subareas 1-10, 12, a [cya.27.nea 0| o0 @ [oacber | ' hame: e name of the adnca thert
rd 14 (Bie Northeast Atianticand adfacent waters) s 3s shown inyellow (only onespecies)
|l-'hh (Lnands banands) 1 sadddersnns 22203 (B Sea) dab 27 22-32 1 o0 2 ey PAIStock stalus Ruth F_listed for bendimark in 2027, Intenlian ta redeling the stock
oy WaR 220
Dab (1imanda Ilmundu) in Subarea 4 ana Division 3 a (ot Sea, dab 27.323 3.21| 2028 =3 MY WGNSSK
Spurdog (Squalus mmmas) In Subareas 1-10, 12 and 14 (the d9s 27 nea i| 2026 1 |Detober MEY WGEF
lw opean w ngarde) tIvOgRout 1 natursl renge [t 2937 00 314 2026 1 Eumﬁu FA VIGEEC
Rexrdu (Potddthyt Nauat) o Wbdwamrs 37 end 23 (8ot Seas ot [he 272203 3| 22 7 My WS Vs [WEBTAS Bt In the process of
the Sound) enly WesA T 2026 benchmaih. Caich advice can be provided for
3000 bured om stz ary 2ANCY
T —
Fecsia (Pt lasao) i dams 3070 Urision 26 PRrth 209, [Nle 27.329 32 2027 ? e MsY IWGNSSIC
ek nivd Kartegoh}
[9ag 27.nea 52| 2027 W |Dccbe PA WGEF
9fb 27.nea 3 2027 7 |tte PA WGDEER
ML 22,32 1} 2025 2 [lre PA AFNG [Cauinci? decision [2022) for temporaty The alnlily of ICES ta produce the advice isdependent on Russia’s decision Lo nol send fisheries data to KES and
feuspension of Russia due to the war in Ukraine( independon rom s CES el sip. I ik docs ot pravide data, KCESshould continue 1o under ke 8
lhmpacts ICES ahi ity to provide adwice for this feasible chiorts to enploce. pr avadable scicobfic advi ce.
stock.
|Greenland halbut (Reinhardlius hippoglossaides) in subareas 5, 6, 12, [gnl.27.561214 1| 2029 1 |dee miv NWWG
and 14 (Iceland and Faroes grounds, West of Scotiand, Noith of Azores,
Eas1 of Grasnlans
Grey gurnard (Eutrigla gurnardus) in Subarea 4 and dwisions 7.d and _ |gug 27 3a47d 35| 206 | 2 |Nme PA WGNSSK
3 a (North Sea, eastern English thannel, Skagerrak and Katiegat)
Lesircle 4007 snank (Cotraphona yquamgun) m whbatest 1410, 1 [oug 2708 63 2027 4 [October PA \/GER
901 14 [Lhe Northeast Aty
Rect (OwecantMhm axiin) in whaess )Q(must jur.27.3-8 3 na ¥ PA [WEWIDE  ICES 16 cumenty unable o provide quanttadve
acarc) [;:m for ihis stock due to unrellable catch
L]
——
Masgodk (Melanogiammus aeglefinus) in subareas ) and 2 (Northeast [ned 27.1:2 1| 2024 [ ] MsY AFWG. It Rt Oac net Drovile dala, XIS shombd Thie ability of ICES o produce the advice is depenident on Revud’s dreisem s ouf comd ladews 4412 40 K 15 und
Arctic) oy 3 $k1 prd 19430 OOV P adner. independent from Russia’s KES membersiuly It Russia 1loes not prowde data, ICES should conlinue 1o under lak e all
HARsrnatrvely, e eviorited <2t of produong Feasiblc elforts 10 eaplore aliernative solutians In order 10 produce the best available scientibe artvice
P st ¢ hookd De reimibes sed to HEAFC. ana
DG MARE.
|Ffaadock (Melaniogrammus aeglefinus) in Subarea 4, Division 6.a, and  [=4d.I¥ @420 1| 2026 1 |hme MsY [WGNSSK .
Subdwvivion 20 (NorthSea, West of Scotland, Skagerrak)
Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) in Division 6 b (Rockall) nad 27,60 1| 2026 [ ) 3] [WGCSE .
1adock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) i Division 7.a (Insh Sea) had 27,72 [ e | 1 e WSY  |WGGSE | IRA stock was down graded to Calegory 5 m *
2026, ICESwillwork with the experts to
iesolvelhe issues detected but ICES Is
dependenton national institutes investing Uime
for suitably qualified and experienced experts
ho resiore the Cat 1 assessment before WGCSE
i May 2026 1f this is mot possible the Cat S
advice may need Lo be ralled over for anolher
year
Haddock (Mehnaqummus acgrelinus) in Dewioes 7.5 § {saaham had 27.7bk i e [ =3 MSY WGCSE .
iy th Cinanasl]
Hernng (Clupea nmnqus) n subareas 1,2, § and dvans 4 and —[fer 27.1-24a54a 1| 2026 1 [ WGWIDE
142, Norwegian spri g
ean
LT Y e T pre—ry her27,20-24 L] e [ MSY HAWG [Current adviceis lorzero catch ]
Lpesil Banx} -
Hernng (nupu harengus) in subaivisions 25-29 and 32, excluding the  [ner.27.25-2932 LIEL [ EOMR EFAS "
Lcantrnl Balyc Sag) ——
==y (auvu Taenngua} i Subtivrian 791 (Go¥ of Rga) iher,27.20 1| e 1 My EUMAP IWGBFAS  |UnOw coniceraton for miRtisanusl advie 0] [Memisnradl st v is.00 e
e 1ed lise pubhestian of
#art 2 of the multiannual advice
ipecairequest
Eunnq {Clupea narengus) in Subarvisions 30 and 31 (Gull ol Bothnia) [her.27. 3031 F1 2 1 [May EUM®  |WGBFAS v
Herning (Clupea harengus} in Subarea 4 and dwisions 3.2 and 7 d, her.27.3247d 1| 2028 1 |Aen msY HAWG isﬂ using the LTMS issued in 2025
sutumn spawners (Noith Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastem English
£ hanns!)
her.27.6aN 32 Wik 1 |Aoe MEY HAWG
[Herring (Cupea harengus) In Division 6 a Noith (Naith of S6°00°N and
[East of 07°00'W), autumn saawners (West of Scotland)
Herring {\Vesrern Channet and Bristol Channel) har.2).7¢t S| 200 2 lno PA
Hernng {Clupea harengus) in disions 7.a South of 52°30N, 7.g-h, and |hee. 27405 1| 20% 1 o MSY HAWG
7+ (Irish Sea, Cellic Sea, and southwest of Ireland)
Hernng (Qlupea harengus) in Division 7.a Noith of 52°30'N (Insh Sea) |ber27.mrs 1| 2026 1 [Aom MsY HAWG

Ac ¢



Tho request 1o assess other horse mackere! species
has not got off the ground Need to identify how to
et new stocks into Lhe system (probably requires BOG
imvakernent)

[Stock Name TBtock key label [Stack | Vexr of |Pesiow)|Month of [Advice T [comment Target ﬁnmnuwwnﬁluwwmiw_lwmn =
categor [neat  |city (n|telzese |category for stock
v wsesss | years) ndvice lasued nccording ta
et In 2026 ot MAP
Hiake (Merfuccius merlucaus) in subareas 4, 6, and 7, and awisions 3.a, [hke,27.3a46-8abd 2026 [ ] .
B 2-b, and B,d, Northern stock (Greater North Sea, Celtic Seas, and the
ncthecr Ry gf Scayl
rIUCCIUS Meriuccius) n divisions 8 ¢ and 8,3, Southern stock  [hke.27.8¢c9a 2026 1 |Mne =
kil ngl A i baril.
& mathorel mmmnmn‘ﬁy Subarea 8 and divrsrons 22,  [fom 27 2a3adaShe 1| 2026 []
49 8 6r T ppery ) Afiartrl s "
10rs ivackeret (Trachirus bachurus) s dmeom 34, 40-¢ and 7d  fhom. 27.4bcid 2026 [ [T 117 U st 01 03 e
(Skagerrak and Kattegat, southern and sanzal Nerth Sea, eastem fotacsiog = cmmeme &
Engh Ounng) Jretiinsis bes Betim e brenbon
2023,
lelve advice for catches of
Trachurus mediterraneus
jimediterranean harse
fmackerel) and Trachurus
Joleturatus {blue Jack mackerel)
| ~cicating passibe stock
boundartes i appropriate,
[pon utdy a5 an addlianal Tof in
oir hesaitomsa . Ve (12 o O
o bk et i e
Jorder 1o
i mprove management and
usiainabilty of these stocks and
o) =iy Uny w0 o
{e4pedialed. (MARE comment: as
roled n the KCES reply, we are
Brereby formally requesting ICES
ioindtude T prcturatys (blue jack
frackecel} and T, mediirzancus
fiscanerrancanharse mackerel)
i he lst of stocks for admce
porovuen |
Horse mackerel (Tracnurus trachurus) in Division 9a (Aantic Toerian  |hom 27.9a 1| 2026 1 [Moe MSY [WGHANSA
rsl,
ue Jack mackerel (Tracnurus picturatus) in Subdivision 10 a 2 (Azores [saa 27 10a2 4| 2026 2 |December PA [WRuNEA 6 pvvibis, sdiite vhoukd be b ot Mirmitern. L, o8 T Liseot I3
\ (11 evvws ol Obvervioey el cuwfaraldy 1 Kne e 1. 200vevder,
Four-spot mearim (Lepidorhombus boscl) in dwisions 7.b-k, 8 a-b, and [1ab 2776 k8263 T3 028 | I |ivm PA TBIE
R0 fyigat word ezt of fialane oo ot Rgar)
Faur-spot megrim (Lepidorhombus basci) n divisians 8 ¢ and 8 a 37.8% t| 2026 T [wrs EORRP  [WGBIE ) annual Undes contocenan for [Ty
(southern Bay of Biscay and Adantic Lbenan waters East) [multiannual advice onsdered after publicationol
Part 2ot the multannuzl advice
tpecisl cequest.
[Lemon sole {Micioslomus %utt) in Subarea 4 and divisions 3 aand 7. Jlem 27 3a47d 321 202 3 [ae MsY WGVSSX'
(North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern English Channel)
legnm (Lepidarhombus spp ) in divisions 4 a and 6 a (northem North  |lez,27 la6a [ =0 T |pene myr (WGCSE [
Sep, West of Scotiand)
Bt lez 2760 210 T [oduder Y Warse n
n 32,12 F Hl 5 3 lhore ISy R
Ling (Molva molva) in subareas 3,4, 6-9, 32, and 14 (Normeast Adantic |(in 27.396-91214 32| 027 T |hee
ang Aretic Ocean)
Ung [Molva malia) in Oktion 5.8 (Faroe) Greands) iin 2750 1] 2026 1 hex
Mackerel (Scomber Jtembna) v usatest I.-I o 14 snd Gvaon .4 rnac.22.nea 1} 2026 ]
) g‘ﬂ'—-n-« A
M:gnm (Lepidormomius wfiTtiagonis} in divisions 7 b-X, B a-b, and 8.d |meg 27.7b-kBabd 1| 2026 T [hine O
st of [relang, Bav.of Biscav)
Maqnm Lepidornomous wmmigoms) in divisions 8.c ana 9.2 imeg 278c9a 1] 2026 1 wne .
e ran Se fan| watersh
A Ficmarat) in Suberes 7 80 GveIW 620 [mon 27.7Babd 1| 203 1 [Ane O
ana 0 & 7o Suve Ryg of Srpcesd
[Whie angierfish (Lot Pucstorun) v Gwuome 82 240 9.0 mon 27.8¢9a 1] 20 T [Wne [SXIU anmual. Under comson an for T [P cre o
(Cantabrian Sea and Atlanbe Iberan waters) multiannual advice feomasderrd aher Gosheaton ot
[Paat T af oy midiewnual sitvase
i) sozpass .
[SrioeD i aubet (M marmdctn} m Sebiies 4 Mid Gmtiere 7.8 [mur.27.3247d 122] 27 T e MSY GSSK
t,a 3 a{North Sea, eastem English Channsl, Skagesrak and Xattegat)
[Singad red mmulint {Mudkes sarmeietin ) o vbaress § ang B, o Mur27 67a<ce- 5.3] 2026 3 PA [WGWTDE
disions 7 a-c, 7.e-k, and 9 a (Noith Sea, Bay of Biscay, southern Caltic [k89a
[ Sede_gnd Aipnge theown czren)
Norway lobster {Nephrops norvegicus) in Subarea 4, out{nep 27 JoutFu 5.1 0% 2 [October PA WGNEPH
Notway labster (Neghroos nocvegicus) in Divitlon 6.3, olnep-27.6aoutFy 53] 2026 b] ober PA WGNEPH .
No:way lobsier [Nephrops norvegicus) in Subarea 7, out{™p27. 704Ry 3.2| 028 3 [October [ [WVANEFH .
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4.a. Fynep fu.10 q.14] 2026 2 |Ocicber PA IGNEPH "
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 6.a, Fynepfu 11 1| 2026 1 [October MSY WRERH 0
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|Frack Hame [Etock key label |Sback |Vear of |7 ciledi[Honth of [Advice T&e [commemt Target  [AAS COMMAURT) RARY TLAAT) |IARE CONMINTT (Haasn ¥ sorasry J0H6]
categor [mext | city (In|ralasss |category for och | 8
v ommes |vean) |advice lamied sacording tu| . '|
mert in 2026; for we | -
Norway lobsler (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 6 a, Fujnep fu-12 1] 2026 1 |Octaber »
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 6.3, Fyftep fu 13 1| e 1 E“M .
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 7.3, fyfcafu t4 1| Ws 1 |Ocober s
mep .18 1| 2026 1 [October .
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 7,3, Fy
repty. 1B 7} 2026 1 [exrobes EUMAP WG v
Norway lobster norvegicus) in divisions 7.b-¢
nep fu 17 1| 2026 1 |Octeser EUMAF  |WGNEPR =
Norwav lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 7.b, Fy
Norway lobster (Nephroos norvegicus) in divisions 7. a. 7{nep fu 19 1] 2 1 FRIM =
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in divisions 7. affrepfu 1021 i om 1 |Octaber *
Norway lobster ( norvegicus) in divisions 7.g afoepfu.22 1| 2N 1 |octonst ]
Norway lobster norvegicus) in divisions 8 a adrenfu 2334 1| 2026 1 |Octaber EUMAP  [WGNEPH "

e e Ts 0| 2028 3 [Octodur MSY TWGNEPR [Uncer comuteration for nnsbanmid sovee sl conrn Wi
onsldered atec publicationol
rar1 2 of the ukinnyal advice
hpecial request

Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 8.¢, Fu

o7 ha 3677 3| W 3 [oqesw WST  |WGNEPH [Uncer consideration for multisnnual sdvice ¥ \tusamis) s v 14 s by
onsidered ater publication of
[Fo14 7 o] i emslicannsial acfiits
lpmnie] s quil

Norwav lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 9.a, F
[nep fu 2629 33| 2027 7 [Oxbeber MSY WGER] |Tio1tech el lig bncwnwrked i 076 "
Norway lobster {Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 9.3, Fy|
Norwav lobster {(Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 9, a, Fyfepdu 30 3] vn 2 |Octeder MSY WGNEPH | This stock Is being benchmarked in 2026 "
Norway |obster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 8.c, fu™rfu3! EE 1 |Octobw MSY WGNEPH [ Thva-caach 13 B Grncninash vd 60 1026
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4.a, Fu"eP w32 2| 2026 1 [October MsY WGNEPH 0
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4.b, Fynep 1.3 414} 2026 3 |October PA WGNEPH =
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4, b, Fijrep fu 24 4.14] 2026 3 [October PA 'WGNEPH .
Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 3.a, Fy =P A 3¢ 1| 2026 1 |October MSY WGNEPH .
Norwav lobster norvegicus) in divisions 4.b aj=p.23 R ED RN LD A [ViGNER *
Norwav lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4.b, Figreius 1| 2026 1 |Octobar vy [VIGNEPH O
Norway |obsler (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4.3, Fytepfu? 1| 0% b [Octobes MEY WGNEPH [
Norwav Iobﬂer (Nephrops norvegicus) in Division 4,b, Fym=adud 1| s 1 |Octader MSY WGNEPH [
Norway lobster (Nephroos norvegicus) in Division 4.b, fy=2/u.s 1| 2 1 |October MsY WGNEPH =
Norway pout (Tnsopterus esmarial) in Subarea 4 and Division 3 a nep 27304 1] 2026 1 lodnnu MSY WGNSSK | e 1imns will haw oS o a1 Avd e JUJG
i -3 )
on 27 T 7 0
( atlanticus) in subareas 1-10, 12 and 14 |ory. 22 mea 63| 2028 A [Sna PA WGDEEP
N Pxgheyy) Arluedts g oo sontentt
raine (Saraina pilchargus) in Subarea 7 (Soutnern Ceitic Seas, Englsn |=A27.7 32026 1 |December PA IWGHARSA
P—
10nm (Serdine pANrGUT) m GWIONa B 26 803 B¢ (B0y of BAay) |pil 27.8a00 1| 2026 1 |Oecember MSY W WRSA
[3epne {5a10na Pkherdun) n Gvmiom B¢ ard 98 (Cortsbren S i) x50 1| 2026
Atorti¢ 1Benan waterst
Pater (Ieuroncries platessa) in subdivisions 21-12 | Kiltegat and the I ] L 3un S 1w reEed m 0T
Ualuir So0)
Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) in Subarea 4 (Noith Sea) and Subdivsion [ple 27420 | 206 x
|10 Susaerakl —
Flars [Pleumner: o oA 0) n Divhion 9.4 (1/Wh Sea) igenins 1| 7006
Plaice (Pleuronecies platessa) in divisions 7.b-c (West of Ireland) ple 27.70¢ 52| 2026 Wider comlderation #a naamneus adce | LT
[ onsidered atter publication of
404 2 o8 tre mstamamia | o
[\Pantal oquecit
Plaice (Pleuranecles platessa) in Division 7.d (eastem English Chamel) |&z:,n g 1 [doms WGRSSK .
EET] T e 3 .

Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) in Division 7,e (western English Channel) |*ID7B
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[Svock Nama Tswck ey ibel [Stoce  [Vasr o7 [PetiodiMonth of [Advice Es COMMENT Torget  MARE COMVIENTS. nmnunﬁ’m, Emairy 1ebnery 20061 2 =
categor |maxt oy Lol stock 1 .
v jassess | years) ndvice bausd 0 |
ment In 2026; for e |
Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) in divisions 7.f and 7.g (Bristol Channel, |ple 27 7fg 32| 0% T ke MY WGTSE
kdu: Sea)
Plaice (Pleuronectcs platessa) i divisions 7. h-k (Cellic Sea South, pie 27.7k A W% | 2 |oee (3 WeCSE
b of trelard)
1ce (Pleuronectes platessa) in Subarea B and Oivision 9.a (Bay of _ [ple 27.89a S| 0 | 3w A V/GHE  [Threa yees, Under comaierabon (o i) a1 10 00
Biscayand Atlantic Ibenan waters) multianaual advice fmowdervd s publastan of
Part 2 of the multannual advice
1pecial request
the (Pallachus virens) in Subareas 4, 6 and Division 3 a (Noith Sea, [pox 27.3a46 i 2026 T e MY WGNSSK .
[Rockall and West of Scotland, Skagemakand Kaltegat)
21 710 [Southarn CaibE m > [T PK
cnlachan} in Subrea 4 snd Orveon 1.4 (Nosth Sea, [ocd 77304 s o 3 fhenn PA IGNSSK.
Pollack (Pollachius pollachius) in subareas &-7 (Celbc Seas and the pol 27.67 23| 0 T [fme MSY WGCSE ¥
Eral.
[20liack (Pollachius pollachius) m Subarea 8 and Owisian 9.a (Bay of  |po) 27.692 s3] ®1 7 e PA WGBIE | Two year, Under consicerabon for | TTe=——pe———rrrey
Biscay and Atlantic Iberian wateis) multannual advice konsidesed atier publicationot
01 7 af thw st ot
foowu reqen
Porveadie Gsmvie rann) @ pibiross 110, 13m0 14 (tha Norineass  [oon.d) Aea T 202 W MSY WaEF
et 1. e
NoAhG n vy | m=ml'_$ahu-m 103 ore17.3.3 2024 T {w MSY NIPAG  JEounc cecision (2022) for temporary he abuitly of ICES 10 produce the advice 13 dependent on Rusua’s decision 10 nol send hhetics data (0 ICES and
Jsuspension of Russiadue to the war in Uk rane independent trom Russia‘s ICCS membership 1 Russia does not provide data, ICES should eontinue 1o undertahe all
mpacts ICES ability toprovide advice for this Iz uble vl ea b g e dhavas vy vt b0 ariee i pr dkdude 016 Dosz 40 T T M eahia s e
stock
Northern svurp (Fanddirs boreshe) m vt J 4 and ¢ 3 Lot o02.32.3ata i =N 1 |hne » NFFAG &
Northern shnmp (Pandalus borealis) 1n Division 4 a West (norlhern pra 27.42 53 @ B [ PA NIPAG
North Sea, FladenGround)
jRays and skates (Ra)dae) (mamly liornback ray [Raja clavata)) in ra) 27.1012 32 ®2 3 tober Msy WGEF
Subareas 10 and 12 (Azares grounds and north of Azores)
Other Rays and shates (Raydae) inSubarea 4 and in djwisions 3 a and  [val RJA37d 8 W 4 [Compor | no RN sthiea [WGEF TOUN 34909 (0 na™e 54 wit mviLng.
7.d (North Sea, Skagerrak, Kattegat, and eastern English Chanriel) poaviie PA Oveged by i catch odvite cowible
[Oi210f rass and WAates [Rapormn) m Subites § and denam 7.3< 36 |1 0) 17670k 45 N 4 |Oageo | aan savus WGEF [Sedrena
(Rack all, West of Scolland, Celuc Sea and western English sevidle
{0ther rays and skates (Raydac) fn Subarea 8 and Orvision 9 a (Bay of _[ra) 27.69a [T BET) 1 [Orimoer | no catch advice [WGEF | O/ edbad to Aome
1O TEAREVICEST (CTIVAY T Il | M——
Neaked redfisn (Sebastes mentella) in [CES subareas s, 12, and 14 [1eb2127.dp 20] 224 3 |Detober MSY VG
f{celand and Faroe grounds, Noithof Azores, East of Greenland) and
NAFQ subareas 1 and 2 (deep pelagic stock > 500 m)
[Beak ed rechish (Sebastes mentelia) in ICE Ssubareas S, 12, anc 14 [t 202730 31y 2024 3 |octaSa PA INWWG
(1tetanet and Arore, East of ) and
INAFO subareas 1and 2 (shallow gibgee sta < 500 m)
2024 2 PA JAFWG JCanct orowon { 2027] for werrvs oy o atbohry of 1% i pdiuce Mo =171
[puspensian of Russia due to the warin Ukraine «i 1 Aussia doc nol ICES should cantinue o unde take all
Beaked redfish (Sebastes mentella)in subareas | and 2 (Northeast mpacts ICES ability to provide advice for this e bhad e oe et e ovad e scir1i B sdws.
Arency reb27.1-2 i ure Itock.
Beaked redfish (Sebastes mentella) in Division 14b, demersal reb.2714b N IEL] T [hme PA hwwG
he st 1
Peaked iedfish (Sebasles mentella) in Subarea 14 and Owision 53, [reb 27.5a14 1| 1 frne
s S of Greerland {cetand prounds)
|Golaen r0sh (Sebastes norvegicus) in subareas S, 6, 12, an114 req 27 561214 | =z [
{[coland et Faroes grounds, West of Scatland, North of Azares, East of
grenadier (Macrourus berglax) in subareas 5-8, [0, 17 ana [Mg27.cea 63 BN I ETTY Thive b wery |eTvien QaLa Rvaddedis for ks
14 (Nortlieast AUantic and Arctic Ocean) 'some of the reported landings
data are considered to be speciesmisreporbng
White skate (Rostrora)a alba) in supareas 1-10, 12 and 14 (tne 1e22.ned 63| 2202 4 [Octaber
K24 MPIeY {Blue skate (D pturus batis) and flapper skate |1 27324 O] 0 FE [ IGEF
(Oftna nteirasdet)-n-Soerend-amd-Bremaion 3.2 (North Sea,
loapemegh
Common skate complex (Blue skate (Dipturus baks) ana flapper skate  |iL2?.873¢ed 83| X 4 [October PA WGEF [eudnenna
{Dipturus intermedius) in Subarea 6 and divisions 7 a~c and 7.e-k
30 $k3te GMOlex (Bjue skate (Diphurus babs) and Rapper skate |no 27.89a 63| 20m 4 [Ocober | PA/Stock status [WGEF  [quadnenedl
((Dgnns eanymedus) in Subarea B and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and enly
Atles. =
Mhornback ray (Raja clavata) in Subarea 4 and i dwisions 3 a and 7 1)k 2733330 2] ™7 T jOctoder MSY WGEF I
{North Sea, Skagerrak, Kattegat, and eastem English Channel)
Thorabac e ma) s Sadwres & (Weat of Gaotiend) X3 nxi M08 ] HEY F
Thornback ray (Raja clavata) in dvisions 7. and 7.1.g (Irish Sea, Bnstol |n¢ 27. 7a1g 321 2026 ] Y WL
Clannel Cey Sea Narth)
Thoinback ray (Raja clavata) in Division 7. (western English Channel) [nc.27.7¢ 53 2028 4 PA ViGEF  |euorewua
Fhovr\ha:k Tay (Rap clavata) ndwisions 8 a b and 6 d (Bay of Biscay) < 27 8abd 21| W MSY WGEF cat 2
ri [Raus crvassl [n Onivon A fCanml 1.6 1| 208 ] HSY WEZP en1 2
Thornback ray (Raja clavata) in Division 9 a @tlanbc lbenan waters)  [nc 27.9a ni| 206 ) MSY . T
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[Rock Nama SWeb wey fabel [Stoch  [Vear of COMMENT Torget [WIANE CONTS TGSTVERST) | WAAE CCMMTNTS Gammary f¢bruy 7030]
categor fnaxt stock . v
y according ta]
ch Map
Lw ray (Rags wecTouLETnta) i Gvaiom 7.0 ead 7. (Enghah  |1m.37.70¢ 5.2 2028 tlaSnerwas)
l”“‘ o (Rap MOTIIAAS) R Crmehs 71 008 Do (Iniod e 7719 321] 2096
reen Oy (Lescwag (i) B wboras -7 (West of Soatiand,  |7.27.67 53| 2028 Ty r—
5
Gloncs ray (Rap brachyuro) in Subarea 6 and Dvision 4 a(North Sea  [h 27 42 53| 2027
and Wggt of Siodand)
iBionde ray (Raja brachyura) in dvisions 4b, 4 c and 7.d (central and | 22.90<70 1| 227 ¥ 33
Mt S i Bratal Pt
Bionde ray (Raja brachyura) in divisions 7a and 7./-g (Insh Sea, Bristol [QA27.731g 53| 2028 ] ) £ |[eaduowal
el Cetic Sen North
[Blonde ray (Raja brachyura) in Oivision 7.e (western English Channel) b 2.0 5.2] 2028 4 abar PA WGEF luadnemnial
fonde ray (Raj brachyura) In Division9 a (Atantic Ibenan waters) 270 5.20| 2026 7 nbe MY WGET
Sy 1oy (Uneuap OfOLEK ) i e ees 67 (Weat of Scotend, i 37407 53| 202 i Iom:m PA GEF  lquednewed)
seuthoen ¢ ey ey
Spcsited fiy (Rale monkagln) in Scdaes 4 AN OGS TR 90 70 [pndddas?d 2| 2027 E] 000 5Y GEF
|(Morth Sea, Skagerrak, Kattegat, and aastem English Channer)
4y (R0 MOrTages] 1 Subdrxa § 00 Gitem 70 a7y on.27.67) | 2me 1 |October MsY [GEF
ss pod
[Spetlon ray (Refa tmortpiad} in Civaolis 7.2 amd Y.anh (Sahom Celi [irs 27.700N | 2026 3 Rt MsY WGEF
L n fons
msted ¢ In_Subanes A Ty of DueAy) =] 3Nl 2% T 1008
Spotted ray (Raja montagur) in Division 9.a (Atlanuc Ibenan waters)  |Am 37.99 321 2026 2 [ockcber GEF
197 (LD 332 MvYa) i SU0as 4 and Dvesn § 2 (Horth N a4 3| 2027 F) ,Emm 53 WGEF
<an sna
w00 1ay [LOKOBR AMan) i Kutrea §-7 a0 dveont Ba-b Mnd [P &782bd 21| 0% 7 |Pcader MAY IWEF o
.2 {wesl of Statlind, southern Celtic Seas, and western English
1w 272 3] o0 2 oer w5y wose
n279%a 21| 2026 2 [Octaber MsY 2
ooy {NeEhi34 add) In Sabaiear 2 and 4 and Onso 3.0 .37 22¢ 32Zi] 2027 4 [Ocsdo MY (WGEF
(frorsegian Sea, North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat)
ale 7oy (g WIGARS) I Gvicam 70 oad 7. {wasl o6 . 3770, 63| 2028 q  [oweder Ph IGEF |cusdnennad
1,0f Joemnd)

e tar (R0 unOuille) M Avitdra 7.0 3rd 7.4 (Inghah Chareel) [0 37760 21| 207 2 |Oplobas MsY WeE? fpis v 1xabe st hessire stvas
relers 1o caiches and not
it ¢

ll'_;um Tae (Rase Yo Oveera & *Ocorud v 2ho ¢ com & [ocede VA ]
ABuy oF Bepsaei
inautate ray (Raja undulata) in Division 8 ¢ (Cantabrian Sea) (1u 27 Bc Ge| 2028 E] rmou 0 coteh advee [WGEF  |oadionad
Unocane 10y (R unttata) in Orvwson 9.4 (Atlante IDOwA waters)  [m27%s oq B 4 [Cocte PA \WGEF |andrmnnias
OO (Corlphasemmdes hamvn) W WbIEs 1, 2. &, 8, [mg 37, 11450914 wi| 27 CRR T A i 0
¢ 9, Divsizon 142, and 10 subdivisions 14.b.2 and 5.2.2 (Northeast  [b
Al moel At Sean)
R greneda [ T tng 27 3a 323 PN 2 |sme PA IWeDELP
[Qandincne O acber {GBrvieToide rupestra) # Dovitions T0end  [ing 27.5a10b12ac] 53| =7 1 frune PA e
12¢, and Subdwisions 12.a.1, 14.b 1, and 5 a.1 (Oceanic Northeast  [4b
20 premmpem R g Botor]
Gorsda (! oas &7 00d g 27 5067126 5 00 T PA jWGDEE?
wu-u Sband 12.b (Celix kn Ang tha English Channel, Faroes
arauncly ap -
W(memmz: 31 (Bae Sea. extlochoq D 52(,27.22-31 [ KD 1 My Msy WEEAST | T 697 samen tsenchiaajic ¢ engong and
o Fndand) Ino new assessment will be conducted in 2026
[Tha sovice will et wgdAbcs ans publnl hee
[S6Ton (Sebvo 13ws) v Subdmuon 12 (Guf of Fetand) ial 27,32 3 027 I A INEA?T [The Baitic salmon benchmark is ongoing and
IS mEw QuseIuTenN Wil bt ComOnctnit in 016
Tho exivic vall bie ucxiind and potiniwd.
{Sabve salm) m Northesy Atlantt 076 At Csean .27 .nes 1| 2026 MSY GNAS Rl 1000 resd e xated vi D026 slomy v
JCLs . Advice should be prosstiizt @) 3 mova
[standard ICES advice dntasreont.
%&m&m&w Juan.27.62 531 202) 2y TA JUAWG
(srmodvtes 160 ) MOWRON 4D a8 4., Sandem) Avta 31 [sansali DS I [Febnary MSY BWG
Vel ang Sea, Opimpr Madd
(Arreraahtcs 40P ) m Dvalo 4.5 ecd 44, and SudOwon 20, [ s 12| ¢ 1 [February MSY IHAWG
Ade 2t {Sammerat. central and southem North Sea}
« 300.) 1 Dn aicrs 4.2 6nd 4 8, a0 Seborroron 20, [unsa.dr 1| e 1 [Feowry MSY WG
Area 31 ($kagerak, eerthern and coniel North Sea)
(Ammoeiim s0p.) I Gvexind 4.5 oM €A Sorten Aves 4 i 52.9 1| xx® 1 [Feoruary MsY WG
and Borth Ses)
(ATTTDYio 15D.) o Dnnion 4.2, Sande) Ares $7 (notherm |y sa.fe 53] 2 T [Febiumy PA HAWG
v Sgaka)
F\:i‘w'gmuhmn-nwmc san.s2.6 52 NP 2 |Feorwary PA HAWG
T
{Averaies 300 ) m Dvemn 4 2, Sanded Aeea 1 (rothom  [unsa s3] o 2 [February PA HAWG
ot Sor. Shasteedy =
|@ackipat seabrvarm (Pogeia Bopw aveo) n Sebavea 10 (Azares s0r27,10 30| w27 2 e MsY IGORTP
il
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IAst o » meeting to further discuss with GFCM, DGMARE, (CES

[Stock Name [Stock key labei “[Staxk | Vear of [Perlod[Month of [Advice G [COMMENT Target TR V5 QOGT Y 2027] [ULARS < ORALILHTS =y ¢gmrusary 7041, ———
next  (city {in|release |cevegesy for stock -
\ Assesa | yenrs) to
ment In 2026; for map dl
IMSY. anacs - : = —_—
[Enackspot seabream (Pagefus Dogasaveo) in subarcas 6.8 (Ceic Seas, &3] 1% 7 |Aee PA |waoeer
Engligh Channel g B o Buceayl ——
Bm s ot Lestrean (Pxgett, Bogar sved) 1 Snbares 9 (Afarac Bnan 313 wm 2 ke PA WGDEEP TOI0 ACPUS mdre mot . o S0t O Cal been hes Wreadd
jwaters) jeveloped, usabie for ribrule as basis tor advice. Onsider a joint ass ICES/GFCH the stock and fishery, Gut also the
fcould thus become MSY advice. The GCFM Issue sole of Maroccol However, we da ot appase thal (CES delivers advice
{about having twadifferent assessments and advice
loa & Upon B TR A P odesaml BRgaT ¢
|Uunder com wiea ton Bar. memdl tsimit ackoats
Achn W (Dafac9y bedia) n wltaresy 1-10. 13 sad 1400 Monhexu ) 63) 2027 4 Pa (WGEF
moath-hound (Mustelus spp,} In subareas 1-10, 12 and 14 (the 31| 2027 MSY GEF
s ssteral
mouth Gogfuh (Gelvud melstiomun) in subareas 6 and 7 (West of 36| 2027 no catchadvice F
2 #en Cexs Agfh D)
Blackmoutn aogfish (Galeus melastomus) in Subarea & and Division 8. 32| 027 PA/Stock status |WGEF
2 o Biscay o AtizaLS dhaidnniess)
Bole (Solea solea) in subdvisions 20-24 (Skagerak and Kattegat, 1| 2026 1 EUMAP FAS .
1| i [ne [ Iwm 3
Y] 1w Y =%
Sale (Solea olea) in dvisions 7 b and 7 ¢ (Westof Ireland) 53] 2026 3w PA WGSE  [Undes considearcon for mitanmus sdmce [tAultianniial advice is 1o be
i onsidered ahier pubhication of
#501.1 ol oo mumionausl s6wie
Preostricee
|Sche 2 sctea) i Crman 7 @ (craem € [T [l 1 Luea (133 SIS 1
soles) in m Lagiih Oans [ 1[N 5 =3 .
Sole (Solea solea) in divisions 7 F and 7.g (Bnstol Channel, Celtic Sea) [l 1 MSY WGCSE 0

Bole (Soea solea) in Divisions 7.h-k (Cenc Sea Soutn, southwest of 3| 2% 0
4]
[Bole (Solea solea) in avisions 8 a-b (nortriern and cenval Bay of Biscay]] 1| 2026 .
[Bole (Solea solea) in divisions 8 ¢ and 9.a (Cantabnan Sea and Adartic 321] 2027 .
"
Benegalese Sofe {Selea senegatensis] in avisions 8.c and 9 a 5| 2026 Piew stock NGREE TIANK YOU
niebvian Top jod Atlirdee fhe:
[S0nd Sobe (Sataa kgar} in Gacr & < and 9.2 (Cantadran Sea and 5| 2026 New stock Teres mmvon
Atiantic sl
S0004 1ariliass S0ruit uslen Subdegions 332 [Basibe Sea) i w2 .
Sprat (Sprattus spragus}) In Division 3 a and Subarea 9 {Skagerrak, [T
Vattanal and Necth Seal
[orat (Sprattus sprarus) in Subarea 6 ana Divisions 7.a~¢ and 7.1 5| v
fWest of Sqgband, sovthern Coltig Seas)
Sprat (Sprattus sprattus) in divisions7.d and 7 e (Englisn Channel) AR am
i_esserspotted oghsh (Seyoinus canicuia) in Sudarea 4 and | 2
Divisions 3.2 and 7.d (North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern
b nclish Channg|)
Lesser-spotted dogfisn (Scyllorminus camcuia) I Subdrea 6 and 3| m7
23.gang Je.i (West of Seatland, Irish Sea, sauthern Ceitic_ |
Lesser-spotteddogtisn (Seyliorhinus camicula) in dwisions 8 a-b ana B a EET
8av of Biszay)
Lesser-spotted daghsh (Scyliorhinus canicuia) in divisions 8 ¢ and g a x| my
g%umamw
(Greaterspotted dogfish (Styliorhinus stéllans) In subareas 6 ana 7 3| wu
(West of Scotland, southern Celtic Sea, and the English Channel)
Thresher sharks (Alopias spp ) In Subareas 10, 12, Divisions 7 ¢-k, 8 d- 6} w7 4 ober PA WGEF
e, and Subdivisions 5 b 1, 9b 1, 14,1 (Northeast Atlanuc)
e trout (Saimo Gutta) in subdwisions 22-31 (Bt Sea] 38 B0 | 1 TI-I" A NGBAST [Pl et whwee vt e Tt et
Amhiamect w3 be comchortng i 2077
[Roughsnout grenadier (Trachynncus scaolus) In subareas \-2, +8, 10, D EZAEECS PA [WGDEEP | he W0 dotan thenh easrrg?llvesha ac0o
12, 14 and Divisian 3a (Northeast Atiantic and Arcbc Ocean) o3 b Grvem 10 155x ik Fow dali ne
it abe for Dus 520008, 0N ING sesRted
landings data areconsldered ta be specles
Imisreportingand misidentification. Asthe
#tock of Roughsnout grenadier (Trachylincus
scabrus) (TSU) In the Northeast Atlantic (is
Jeonsidered to Include catches of T. scabrus and|
[T murrayi). All three species arenon-
lcommercial and are not fikely o become af
commercial interest In the fareseeable future,
it is recommiended that these species are no
llonger considered by ICES In terms of stock
ussessment. Occasional catch of large
lindividuals may only result In inlnor landings.
o
honds bt etiiuderend priiteporung of other
ioeces, quait e-olatlr of Whe roundaoe
Thoom o A dia W Ficrss thae
cpecies, they have minor (if any) commercial
intesest and are not of conservation concern,
ithus prowision of cateh adviee cauld be
recacricier ad in berims of 000wy vahre?
F\-m D 33 2, |2 [y PATSIocK status (WGaFAS ':a'u- s 15 e Bledde o1 10an 1 BerOe
1 il 1
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MName S2ack hey lobel Stock ‘ear of |Peried]{Month of [Advice 3 IMMENT Target COMMIKTE ]
ategor naxt |ty (Injreicass  category fer ok .
v : yaars) | ndvies Wwoed ecrarding to
In 202; for NAP
273 23] 20 Ve MsY ISSK.
us 27 4 I 20ie 3 lkoe HSY [WENS SK
[53e27.:13 321] 07 2 fiome | MsY V/TEEP.
k2712 63| wa 5 uose PA WeDsEP
Ml Sdge)
ivm'(w- Irwujf uam 44 2.9 ored Svaom 3.0, iI.OAL:UWI- 1u] B T e MsY f et?
Tutd | Hicim] o Onign 6 [Rackaly ¥ 276> 23] 209 2__Duohe
Urg Vi) & 15,12, :d 14 |whb 27251200 1| 026 1
[{Phorthe gy A28 sbt ol mgimt el wio!
{Mortsngin merangw) in Division 3.5 (SAS9m Ik and [nihg 2732 3.3) 0% 7 pwa
hlmuq (MOengAR Mmerlrpa) it S0 o 4 snd jmbg.27, 574 1| 2056 T e This stock will be benchmarked in 2026 [
e Tk i
(Merlinga maUepa) in Ovamn 6.2 Wit of S ottand) g 17.62 1] 2026 O
[ M (3 0 FI 7]
7.7 12 1__[rte
[Whiing (Merlangius merlangus) in divisions 7b- and 7.e-k (southern |whg 27 7b<e-k I T pune "
Celtic Seas and eastern English Channel)
Vihting (Merorgna raviarea) i Subarca § 600 Owvain 92 (Ber & |wng 27,098 321 W7 2 |i= A WG |Twe e, Undes cowouaton (o * [witiammal sivicr 1 toba.
[Batey and ALant Ibesian nobers) Imultiannual advice Lamrerd atter putietsica ol
Fart 2 of the multiannuat aduice
fpecialiequemt.
(W (Cy £ ) in Scseces 4 fialon: 3o wad |wit27.3a47d" 1| 2026 4 o 57 [WGNSSK.
7.4 (Monb Ses, Ssoermad s Kattegat, eastern English Channel)
[resrmiseeees Tor s Tang E57a ity (R IVIE R TR 10 11500 S
Srcirs Managementarea
fax Suhdivisons 2224
= Subdrvisions 25 32
Iy Subdivisions 22. 24
50% of the adwisedrishing pessibiily for herningin Divisionlia andSubvidisions 22 24
should be allocated 1 oSubdiwisivns 22-24
sesvimg Divisian lia
50% of the aduised lishing possibily for herring in Oivision I and Subvidisions 22 24
should be allocated lo Subdivisions 22.24
oerring Subdrisions 30 31
v sing Subdwislons 2529 (excluding Gullof iga) and 32
[ Subdrvslons 28 1 {Gulf of Riga}
ruter Subdwision 21
Puxe Subdwisians 22-32
[EmrTR  Dreversiie 153 on byaun o1 (1P ipaces W1 o1 sprcrs rrievant
eul pepmcis in the Ballic Proper, in the Black Sea and in the Iberian Atlantc area
e Shphn  the Ba1 o) Bevi ey
famges shary
[Bornmen thawe
owra Inis
s stay
Jors ot mhuie s
[bers wger ahas
[\omg bustTre Py rov
Annex V|
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