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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
between

the Statistical Office of the European Communities (hereinafter referred to as EUROSTAT)
represented by Mr Michel VANDEN ABEELE, Director-General, and The International
Council for the Exploration of the Sea (hereinafter referred to ICES) represented b

Mr David GRIFFITH, General Secretary

Preamble

e Both EUROSTAT and ICES (hereinafter referred to as ‘“the Parties”) recognise the
importance of documenting fisheries activities in the Northeast Atlantic. Fisheries are a
source of wealth for the populations living around the Northeast Atlantic and are an
essential element of human impacts on the marine environment.

s Both Parties are committed to achieve and disseminate precise and complete information
on fisheries and the fish resources.

o Both Parties are committed to the STATLANT programme on fisheries statistics and both
Parties are members of the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP).
Both Parties work closely together with FAO on these issues.

Therefore, the Parties have agreed to further develop their cooperation with a view to improving
and simplifying the system for reporting and compilation of fisheries data. EUROSTAT and ICES
have decided to integrate collection and compilation of statistics on catches in the marine
fisheries in the Northeast Atlantic.

The Parties have agreed:

1. fo establish a single database holding fisheries landing statistics as officially reported
from national authorities;

2. that the database will be held by EUROSTAT:

3. that both Parties have full access to these data;

4. that both Parties are free to use the data for their own purposes and to produce any
data product they wish;

5. that the arrangements with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) on defining the content and on issuing STATLANT 27A forms remain unchanged;

6. that agencies that supply data only need to do so to either ICES or EUROSTAT but not
to both. Countries under legal obligation to report to EUROSTAT shall do so; these
countries shall not report STATLANT 27A to ICES:; the remaining countries will report to

ICES.




7. EUROSTAT and ICES will

() exchange data. ICES will supply EUROSTAT with whatever data ICES receive.
EUROSTAT will load these data on the database, to which ICES has access;

(i) annually hold a meeting of the secretariats to review the technical aspects of the
agreement and the implementation of projects of mutual interest concerning the
contents and quality of the single database;

(ii) every second or third year hold a joint meeting of the EUROSTAT Working Group
"Fisheries Statistics" and the ICES Statistics Liaison Working Group;

8. EUROSTAT will
0] participate in receiving and vetting data;
(i) hold the basic database on catch statistics;

(i) annually produce a data file with the catch database in the FAO FishStat+ formats
or in another electronic format agreed between the Parties. This FishStat+

database will hold data disaggregated by species, year, country and ICES division;

(iv} supply ICES with the database mentioned under 1 above once each year at a time
agreed between the Parties; .

9. ICES will
(i) participate in receiving and vetting data;

(i) continue the data base on preliminary statistics for certain selected species, for use
in ICES fish stock assessments;

(i)  annually publish the FishStat+ formatted database produced by EUROSTAT.
Entry into force, amendment and termination of this agreement

10. This agreement shall enter into force upon signature by both Parties, and will be
applicable to data for 2002 onwards.

11. The Parties may review this agreement after three years from the date on which it
enters into force.

12. Either Party may withdraw from this agreement on twelve months’ notice in writing.

Done in two copigs in Luxembourg on 06 JUIK 2003
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