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• What is the BSRP?
GEF/world Bank funded project to strengthen the 

ecosystem approach to management of the 
Baltic Sea

• The BSRP approach:
Bringing together land-based and large marine 

ecosystem activities
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• Planned/ongoing activities:
BSRP near shore and coastal zone activities:

– Selection and description of pilot study areas
– ECOPATH modeling of carbon and nutrient cycling
– Eutrophication and productivity Indicator design, definition of 

reference conditions 
– Establishment of phytobenthos monitoring in BSRP 

recipient countries according to HELCOM COMBINE 
Guidelines

– Development of field survey program 
– Field surveys
– Data analysis and reporting
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• Phytobenthos monitoring training workshop 
at Saaremaa (Estonia)

EstoniaEstonia

LatviaLatvia

LithuaniaLithuania

RussiaRussia
PolandPoland



Structure of the WS

Theoretical lectures, 1 
full day:

• HELCOM PB 
monitoring guidelines

• National 
presentations

• Methodological 
overview

Practical testing of 
monitoring methods

• 3 different habitats 
(softbottom shallow, mixed 
bottom deep, hardbottom 

deep)
• Parallel work in 

national teams
• Comparioson of the 

results
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• 20-30 m transects in the shallow bay
Bottom sediment types and coverage:
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• 20-30 m transects in the shallow bay
Total coverage:
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• 20-30 m transects in the shallow bay
Species coverage:
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• transects along depth gradient, hard bottom
Bottom sediment types and coverage:
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• transects along depth gradient, hard bottom
Total coverage:
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• 20-30 m transects along depth gradient
Species biomass in different Fucus coverage belt:
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Future plans

• Phytobenthos mapping seminar May 
2006, Kõiguste, Saaremaa. Underwater 
video techniques.

• Proposal for update of HELCOM manual
Sediment classification


