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About ICES-FishMap

What is ICES-FishMap?

ICES-FishMap is an electronic atlas of 15 North Sea fish species. The atlas uses data collected by
research vessels in the North Sea 1983-2004.

In the ICES area (Northeast Atlantic), research vessels from different countries participate in a variety
of trawl surveys. During these surveys, fisheries scientists collect information on the distribution and
abundance of juvenile fish or of the adult stock. The results are generally used in the preparation of the
ICES advice on fisheries management.

Different surveys target different (commercial) fish species, and therefore use specific fishing gears.
Catches taken at each station are sorted into species and routinely samples of all species are measured
to derive frequency distributions. For the (commercial) target species, additional information may be
collected, e.g. on the age composition and reproductive stage.

Data on the distribution and length frequency composition from a single survey (International Bottom
Trawl Survey - IBTS) and for a limited number of years have been published by ICES in 1993 as the
Atlas of North Sea Fishes.

Since that time much more information has become available, both for earlier and later years.
Moreover, new information is continuously being collected. Therefore, the wish has emerged to
produce an electronic atlas that can be annually updated and that allows for flexibility in selecting
periods to allow changes in the fish fauna to be studied.

The ICES-FishMap project is ultimately aimed at producing such an electronic atlas for a much larger
area than the North Sea and based on a variety of surveys. However, as a first step a pilot project has
concentrated on 15 species regularly caught during North Sea IBTS surveys. In a second phase we plan
a total revision of the Atlas of North Sea fishes, providing similar information on all (£ 150) fish
species caught during research surveys in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat. Ultimately we hope
to increase the coverage to include a large part of the west-European shelf.

What can you find on ICES-FishMap?

On ICES-FishMap you can make your own distribution maps (North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat) for
the 15 fish species selected. You can select years and quarters for which you want to see data mapped.
These data are derived from the DATRAS survey database kept at the ICES Secretariat in Copenhagen
and will be updated annually.

ICES-FishMap also offers a short summary of relevant information for each of the 15 species (basic
pages), and gives you the possibility to download and read in more detail about distribution, life history
and exploitation (pdf files). In addition, through ICES-FishMap, you will be able to find information
on the surveys used, the factors affecting the distribution, the fish communities, and the limitations of
the data presented. Also a glossary of technical or biological terms is provided.




e ICES ICES-FishMap

Funding and partners
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