
    
Mackerel 

 
Scomber scombrus 
Family Scombridae 

Max size: 6 6  cm  
Max age: 17 years 

    

Introduction  
Taxonomy: Mackerel Scomber scombrus Linnaeus, 1758 (Order: Perciformes, Family: Scombridae) is one of 
two members of the genus in north-west European seas [1]. Spanish mackerel Scomber japonicus is a more 
oceanic species inhabiting waters further south and is reported only occasionally from the North Sea area.  
Comm. 

common names 
Danish Makrel Icelandic Makríll 
Dutch Makreel Latvian  Makrele 
English Mackerel Norwegian Makrell 
Estonian Makrell Polish Makrela 
Faroese Makrelur Portuguese Cavalla / Sarda 
Finnish Makrilli Russian 

 

French Maquereau commun Spanish Caballa 
German Makrele Swedish Makrill 

 

General: Mackerel, like most scombrids, are highly-streamlined, fast-swimming, pelagic fish, and they are 
widespread in shelf seas of the North Atlantic, usually at depths of less than 200 m. They are a classic 
shoaling fish, with shoals of up to 9 km long, 4 km wide, and 40 m deep being reported [2]. Mackerel is 
caught in large quantities with purse seines and large pelagic trawls, but is also rewarded by anglers as a 
sporting fish. Having no swim bladder, even dense schools do not show up clearly on echo sounders.   

Minimum Landing Size: 30 cm in the North Sea; 20 cm in the Skagerrak.   

Distribution 
Biogeographical distribution: Wide-ranging pelagic species, distributed from North-west Africa to Iceland 
and northern Norway in the eastern North Atlantic, including the Black Sea, Mediterranean and western 
Baltic, and from North Carolina to Labrador in the western North Atlantic [1].  

Typically epipelagic species, though sometimes occurring near the bottom. Mainly caught in shelf seas and 
along the shelf edge in waters of 15-200 m depth [1], but may move into inshore waters during summer.     
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Spatial distribution in North Sea: Mackerel are widespread throughout the North Sea. During winter, both 
immature and mature mackerel tend to be more abundant along the edges of the continental shelf and the 
Norwegian Deeps as well as in the central parts of the North Sea (Fig. 1). Densities increase during the 
summer [3], when mackerel enter the Southern Bight through the Channel and the northern North Sea around 
Scotland.    

 


