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Trachurus trachurus
Family Carangidae

Max size: 40 cm
Max age: 40 years

Horse mackerel

Introduction

Taxonomy: Horse mackerel (or scad) Trachurus trachurus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Order: Perciformes, Family:
Carangidae) is the only resident carangid species in the waters of north-western Europe [1]. Other carangids
reported from this area are vagrants.

commaon names

Danish Hestemakrel Icelandic Brynstirtia

Dutch Horsmakreel Latvian Stavrida

English Horse mackerel / scad | Norwegian | Taggmakrell
Estonian Hobumakrell Palish Ostrobok pospolity
Faeroese | Rossamakrelur Portuguese | Carapau

Finnish Piikkimakrilli Russian CraBpuna

French Chinchard Foanish Chicharro / Jurel
German Stocker Swedish Taggmakrill

General: Horse mackerel is a southern species, reaching its northerly distribution limit in the northern North
Sea. It is fished and landed mainly for human consumption, but the market in northern Europe is small and
the larger part is exported. In autumn, horse mackerel leave the North Seato return in the spring.

Minimum Landing Sze: 15 cm.

Distribution

Biogeographical distribution: Horse mackerel is abundant and widespread in the tropical and temperate East
Atlantic and Mediterranean, ranging from Norway to South Africa (where it is considered a distinct sub-
species T. trachurus capensis) [1].

Horse mackerel form large shoals that occur in bottom waters and mid-water during the day, whereas during
the night they disperse and form a layer just off the seabed [2]. The range of vertical migrations decreases
during the winter, when activity is lower [3]. The species typically occupies shelf seas, down to 200 m, but
specimens have been reported to depths of 500 m [1].




Soatial distribution in North Sea: Horse mackerel has a restricted distribution during summer (Fig. 1), with
the greatest densities in the south-eastern North Sea and adults also being found along the shelf edge in the
northern North Sea [4]. The species is notably absent from the central North Sea. Large catches in the
northern North Sea tend to be associated with influxes of Atlantic water earlier in the year [5]. During the
winter, the fish largely disappear from the North S#a [




