ICES-FishMap

Grey gurnard Eutrigla gurnardus Max size: 45 cm
Family Triglidae Max age: 9 years

Introduction

Taxonomy: Grey gurnard Eutrigla gurnardus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Order: Scorpaeniformes; Family: Triglidae)
is one of five species of gurnard that have been reported from the North Sea. Two of these species have only
been reported occasionally and must be considered vagrants.

common names

Danish Graknurhane Icelandic Urrari

Dutch Grauwe poon Latvian Pelekais jarasgailis
English Grey gurnard Norwegian | Knurr

Estonian | Hall merikukk Poalish Kurek szary
Faeroese | Knurhani Portuguese | Cabramorena
Finnish Kyhmykurnusimppu Russian Mopckoii etyx
French Grondin gris Spanish Borracho / Perlon
German Grauer Knurrhahn Swedish Knot

General: Grey gurnard is by far the most common gurnard in the North Sea, and one of the main demersal
species. It is caught as a by-catch in demersal fisheries, and is of limited commercia importance. The species
occurs in dense aggregations to the northwest of the Dogger Bank, where schools may be found
semipelagically off the bottom. During summer, grey gurnard is more widespread. Juveniles feed on a variety
of small crustaceans, the diet of older specimens mainly consists of larger crustaceans and small fish.
Spawning takes place in spring and summer.

Minimum Landing Sze: None.

Distribution

Biogeographical information: Grey gurnard may be considered a Lusitanian-Boreal species that is
widespread in the Eastern Atlantic, occurring from Iceland, Norway, the southern Baltic, viathe North Seato
southern Morocco and Madeira. The speciesis also found in the Mediterranean and Black Seas.

Soatial distribution in North Sea: Grey gurnard occurs throughout the ICES-FishMap area. During winter,
grey gurnards are concentrated to the northwest of the Dogger Bank at depths of 50-100 m, while densities
are low in areas off the Danish coast, and in the German Bight and eastern part of the Southern Bight (Fig.
1).




The distribution pattern changes substantially in the spring, when the whole area south of 56°N becomes
densely populated andthe high concentrations in the central North Sea disappear until the next winter (Fig.
2). Many gurnards weralsocaught in the northernmostrpaf the area throughout the year.

The near absence of grey gurnard in the southern North Sea during winter and the marked shift in the centre
of distribution between winter and summseiggests: prefeence for higler water temperaturdg,2].



