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Gadus morhua
Family Gadidae

Max size: 150 cm
Max age: 25 years

Introduction

Taxonomy: Cod (Gadus morhua Linnaeus, 1758) belongs to the family of the Gadidae, the gadoids or cod-like fishes.
The genus Gadus is represented by three species: Atlantic cod Gadus morhua, Pacific cod Gadus macrocephalus and
Greenland cod Gadus ogac. Three subspecies of Gadus morhua are recognised: Gadus morhua morhua is the most
common one, inhabiting both the western and eastern side of the Atlantic, Gadus morhua callarias is restricted to the
Baltic Sea, and Gadus morhua marisalba occursin the White Sea.

commaon names

Danish Torsk Icelandic Pporskur
Dutch Kabeljauw Latvian Menca
English Cod Norwegian | Torsk
Estonian Tursk Polish Dorsz
Faeroese | Toskur Portuguese | Bacalhau
Finnish Turska Russian Tpecka
French Morue Foanish Bacalao
German Kabeljau, Dorsch Swedish Torsk

General: Since timeimmemorial, King Cod has been one of the most important commercia fish species of
the North Atlantic, and a crucial factor for the economy and in the politics of Iceland, Norway, Spain and
Newfoundland [1]. Originally fished by hook and line, cod is now mainly targeted by demersal trawl and gill
nets, although it may be caught in virtually all demersal and pelagic fishing gears. Even when other species
are the main target, a by-catch of cod is difficult to avoid.

The total international catch from the whole North Atlantic peaked at about 4 million tonnes in 1968. In
recent years cod stocks have declined everywhere and catches have been reduced to less than 1 million
tonnes. In Canadian waters a moratorium on the cod fishery was introduced in 1992, but this has not resulted
in clear signs of a recovery since then. Also the North Sea stock has declined to a critically low level and a
rebuilding plan has been agreed by the European Commission in 2004.

Minimum Landing Sze: 35 cm in the North Seaand 30 cm in the Skagerrak/ K attegat.

Distribution

Biogeographical information: Cod occurs throughout the boreal region of the North Atlantic: in the west
from North-Carolina to Labrador, around Iceland and Greenland, and in the Northeast Atlantic from the Bay
of Biscay up to Svalbard (Spitsbergen) and Novaya Zemlya. In the North Sea cod may be found from shallow
coastal waters to the shelf edge (200 m depth) and even beyond. Catches have been reported from the deepest
parts of the Norwegian Deeps at 500 m [2].




Distribution in February: Sulbadult cod occur throughout the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat (Fig. 1).

Ove the last 20 years the density in winter has on average been highest off the continental coast of the
Netherlands and Germany, in a broad band from northeast England to southern Norway, and in Skagerrak
Kattegat.



