Aberdeen plus / Venice Platform meeting
The “Aberdeen plus” community and the “Venice Platform” community convened separate meetings and joined for a plenary discussion on common goals and on how closer cooperation could be achieved. The meetings were held in a good and cooperative spirit.
The main conclusions of the “Aberdeen plus” meeting was that the community will, by achieving the objectives formulated in the MARCOM+ proposal, develop and test cooperation mechanisms in order to efficiently support the implementation  of the EU Strategy for Marine and Maritime Research. Participation of the “Venice Platform” networks in this process is seen as an indispensable input and a gateway of outside-science stakeholder participation in the MARCOM Forum.

The “Venice Platform” meeting confirmed the twofold objective of the Platform: (1) offer a forum for cooperation among coastal, marine and maritime network organisations, focusing in particular on the sharing of experience, information and knowledge; (2) facilitate a permanent and constructive dialogue between these network organisations and the European institutions, related in particular to the development and implementation of European coastal, marine and maritime policies. The Aberdeen plus community is seen as an essential partner for the realisation of both these objectives and the MARCOM project as a major instrument, in particular for involving stakeholders in the development and implementation of a European Maritime Science Policy. 
In a joint meeting, the following conclusions were agreed:

· Both initiatives, the “Aberdeen plus” and the “Venice Platform” will continue to exist and cooperate [as complementary networks] in their own right.

· Nonetheless, both the groups together consider themselves as one marine and maritime stakeholders community by their activities, disciplines and mandates.
· Concrete cooperation will focus on MARCOM [but, where appropriate can be extended to other activities, e.g. the Maritime Day].

· The conveyed joint meeting is seen as the beginning of a dialogue which will be established to enhance mutual knowledge and cooperation.

· Both the communities see a need for the establishment of a marine and maritime stakeholder platform.
· The Aberdeen plus group, perceiving itself as the voice of the EU Maritime Stakeholder Platform’s science and technology pillar will support the Venice Platform in development of its ‘Charter’ and in future actions in relation to the EU Maritime Policy.

