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Poul Degnbol is Scientific Adviser in the European Commission charged with improvement of the scientific
support to policies, most notably the Commaon Fisheries Policy, and dialogue with stakeholders regarding
science. An ecologist by training he has for more than 25 years worked with marine management issues in
Europe, Africa and Asia as researcher, research director, adviser and through capacity development projects.
Before joining the Commission services in January 2006 he was director for a research institute focusing on
institutional aspects of management (Institute for Fisheries Management and Coastal Community Development,
Denmark) and chair of the Advisory Committee on Fisheries Management of the International Council for
Exploration of the Sea.

Cand Scient (Biology) Copenhagen University 1976

EMPLOYMENT RECORD

Jan. 2006 — present

Jan. 2003 - Dec. 2005:

May 1999 - Dec. 2005:

Sept.1996 - April 1999:

Jan. 1991 - Aug. 1996:

Jan. 1982 - Dec. 1990:

Scientific adviser, DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs,
European Commission

Chair, ICES Advisory Committee on Fisheries
Management

Director, Institute for Fisheries Management and Coastal
Community Development, North Sea Centre.

Research Director, Department for Fish Biology, Danish
Institute for Fisheries Research, Hirtshals, Denmark

Head of Department, Department for Fish Biology,
Danish Institute for Fisheries Research, Hirtshals,
Denmark.

Fishery Biologist at Danish Institute for Fisheries and



Marine Research.

Acoustic survey work: Development of instrument
calibration procedures, development of data collection
systems, survey design, implementation in the field,
survey evaluation.

Fish stock assessment and acoustic surveys. Assessment
work: Survey evaluation, stock assessment in ICES
working groups.

Development project appraisal and evaluation.

June 1981 - Dec. 1981: Fishery biologist, FAO Fisheries Expansion Project,
Malawi. Inland (freshwater) fish stock assessment:
Production potential of pelagic zone.

July 1978 - June 1981: Associate Expert (limnologist), FAO  Fisheries
Expansion Project, Malawi.
Work on: Physical and chemical limnology, primary
production, zooplankton dynamics, food habits of fish
larvae, egg and larvae surveys, pulp mill effluent
dispersal simulation and modeling.

June 1976 - June 1978: Lecturer Roskilde University Center (environmental
biology).
Editorial assignments.

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
Advisory Committee on Fisheries Management, ICES 91-98, 2003-2005 (chair)

Chair of ICES Working groups (ICES ICES WG on assessment of demersal stocks in the North Sea
1996-1998, ICES WG on Fisheries Systems 2000-2002)

Member of a range of ICES WGs including ICES WG on assessment of Herring south of 62 deg. (84-
86), ICES WG on assessment of Roundfish in the North Sea (87-91), ICES WG on assessment of
demersal stocks in the North Sea (92-98), ICES Fisheries Acoustic Science and Technology WG (84-
92), ICES Multispecies assessment WG (88-91)

Member of a range of other Danish, Nordic and EU working groups and committees relating to
fisheries management and research

Member of editorial board Fisheries Research 1999-ongoing

EXPERIENCE RECORD

Research and research direction: experience as researcher, research director and director in research
institutes relating to marine and fisheries management. Coordinator of FP5 and FP6 research projects.

Scientific advice to support management and policy: Present position Scientific Adviser to the
European Commission. Experience as member and chair of committees advising governments and
intergovernmental organisations regarding fisheries management including chairmanship if ICES
Advisory Committee on Fisheries Management (ACFM).



Advice to support fisheries development and marine management: team leader and member of
multiple missions and teams advising governments and intergovernmental organisations on fisheries
development and management in Africa and Asia.
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