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There is considerable scientific and public interest in ICES Member Countries related to
diseases and parasites of wild and farmed marine fish and shellfish, both in the context of
ecosystem health monitoring and assessment and in the context of the expansion and growing
importance of mariculture activities. Furthermore, efforts initiated for an assessment of the
health status of marine mammals have increased over the past years.

The Theme Session aims to gather scientists contributing oral and poster presentations on the
following and other relevant aspects:

e causes and effects of emerging diseases (incl. parasites) in wild fish, shellfish and
other marine organisms;
e causes and effects of new diseases (incl. parasites) in farmed fish and shellfish;

o the use of diseases and parasites of wild marine organisms as indicators in
integrated ecosystem health monitoring and assessment;

e new trends in the disease interactions between wild and farmed fish and shellfish;
o effects of introduced species on the health status of native fish and shellfish stocks;
e new methodologies related to disease diagnosis and control.
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