Instructions for editing the Station Dictionary
Revised March 10, 2008

As requested by OSPAR, unique names for each monitoring station will be defined and stored in a station dictionary. Station names will be used to:

1. to group data during assessments. 

2. map each stage of the reporting process to provide an overview of the progress achieved in the CEMP. 
Previous attempts to assign station names have resulted in conflicting names. Heads of Delegation are therefore requested to coordinate station naming for all data monitored for OSPAR. 
Instructions for station naming:
1) Always download the latest version of the station dictionary from the web before making changes. Copy the ACCESS database called “StationDictionary.mdb” from the web (ACCESS version 2003 or above) (www.ices.dk/env/Commissions/OSPAR/ ) to your computer. 
2) Read Annex 1 to become familiar with the fields in the “StationDictionary” table. Annex 1 also contains additional background information.
3) In the “StationDictionary” table, delete those stations which do not apply, add/edit names to identify monitoring stations and fill in all appropriate fields. Note that the name may not contain any commas or semi-colons. 

4) Check for completeness

· Check that all fields are filled in – coordinate ranges and purpose of monitoring are most important.

· “Coordinate range” is the zone around the sampling point which can be considered as belonging to the station – do not use “+” or “-“ in the range fields.
· If one station is used to monitor many data types, indicate this by checking all appropriate boxes, or check “all data types”.
· If relevant, check that there are station names for special groups of parameters (nutrients, biological effects, chemically measured eutrophication effects, etc.).
· Consistent use of station names at all three stages of reporting (i.e., planned sampling stations reported to OSPAR, actually sampled stations reported to OSPAR, and station names in data submissions reported to ICES) is imperative.
· The field “Organisation” is now mandatory. Multiple entries are possible as some countries report data and station names for HELCOM as well as OSPAR. 
5) Delete non-relevant stations and return “StationDictionary.mdb” as a zipped file to accessions@ices.dk and write “Station dictionary” plus your country (for example, “Station dictionary - UK”) in the subject of the email. 
To avoid conflicting information, only one “StationDictionary.mdb” per OSPAR contracting party will be accepted.
Annex 1

Station Dictionary Documentation

Background:

OSPAR has requested the use of station names for their monitoring data. The EUC, MON and SIME meetings have considered how this should be done and agreed to continue work on the populating of the station dictionary. 

In the 2006 Working Group On Concentrations, Trends and Effects of Substances in the Marine Environment summary record (SIME 06/10/1), the following was stated:  
Station dictionary

SIME 2006
3.15
SIME noted progress made by ICG-DOME and ICES (SIME 06/3/3). The aspect that still needed to be finalised by the ICG were modalities for organizing station-related information in DOME. The ICG was presently exploring with ICES whether it would be operational to set up a unique list of nominal co-ordinates that had a simple incremental numeric coding, and to report and store data with actual coordinates (SIME 06/3/6). SIME agreed that:

a.
subject to confirmation from ICG-DOME that this question was resolved and following the technical implementation of the solution, ICES should launch the population of the dictionary; 

b.
to do this ICES would extract from the database a list of reported stations for CEMP monitoring, and make this available on the ICES website in the station dictionary format; 

c.
ICES should notify Contracting Parties that the population exercise was launched via the Secretariat providing any guidance necessary for Contracting Parties to satisfactorily populate the station dictionary; 

d.
Contracting Parties should be invited to validate the list of stations and provide the necessary information required to populate the station dictionary by 1 November 2006.
In the 2005 Eutrophication Committee (EUC) summary record, (EUC 05/10/2) the following was stated: 
3.5
EUC welcomed the participation of the representative from ICES at the meeting to assist a meaningful discussion and thanked them for the various proposals and information presented to the meeting which were helpful to bring the following issues forward: future data submissions to ICES; the content of summaries and overviews of data handling; and a station dictionary for nutrients and eutrophication effects monitoring (EUC(2) 05/3/3, EUC(2) 05/3/Info.3 and EUC(2) 05/3/Info.4). The specification of ICES’ products for the second application of the Comprehensive Procedure were dealt with under agenda item 2 (§§ 2.9 – 2.11).

3.6
Following work by a drafting group, EUC agreed the proposals for a consistent approach to the handling of eutrophication effects and nutrients data by ICES at Annex 6.
From Annex 6 - EUC work programme: 

	2006/07 Product 3:
	Evaluation of nutrients monitoring and data reporting in the OSPAR maritime area


Result

Following further discussions with OSPAR on mapping of stations for OSPAR purposes and comments from the MON- ICG (Intersessional correspondence group) concerning assessments, the following has been agreed:

	Field Name
	Description
	Options

	ID (primary key)
	Automatically assigned
	

	Country
	Country monitoring data. Choose either the name or the code  (but not both).
	Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States

	Station_Name
	The name of the monitoring station. This name should be the same for all stages of Commission work: the planning stage, reporting the monitored station to the Commission, and in the data reported to ICES.
	Example: 

Inner German Bight
or
German Bight potential problem area

	Group_Name
	Field for grouping stations. The group name used here must be defined as another station. 
	Example:
German Bight

	Latitude
	Latitude requested as signed degrees, minutes and decimal minutes. 
	Example:
+54 10.90

	+/-Range Latitude
	The zone around the sampling point accepted as being the same station. Same format as Latitude but without “+” or “-“.
	

	Longitude
	Longitude requested as signed degrees, minutes and decimal minutes.
	Example:

-02 15.85

	+/-Range Longitude
	The zone around the sampling point accepted as being the same station. Same format as Longitude but without “+” or “-“.
	

	Minimum_Year
	The first year the station was monitored.
	Example: 1973

	Maximum_Year
	The last year the station was monitored. Fill in only when the station changes. Default is blank which means that the station is still active.
	Example: 1999

	Sampling_Depth
	For biological community data. Used only when two countries monitor the same coordinate location – but at different defined depths. Supply the station’s sampling depth in meters.
	

	Organisation
	Commission. Mandatory
	OSPAR

HELCOM
AMAP

National

	MSTAT
	Type of Monitoring Station - links to RECO
	See RECO MSTAT
Example: IH

	WLTYP
	Water and Land Station Type - links to RECO
	See RECO WLTYP
Example: T

	Description
	Free text description of the station
	

	Link_to_shape_file
	Field for linking station name of larger area with shape file for GIS. Send shape files to ICES.
	

	Other_Area
	Additional information to facilitate re-assignment and/or regrouping of areas.
	

	Purpose_Spatial
	Purpose of Monitoring: Spatial (geographical) distribution monitoring
	Yes or blank

	Purpose_Temporal
	Purpose of Monitoring: Temporal trend monitoring
	Yes or blank

	Purpose_Human_health
	Purpose of Monitoring: Human health risk assessment
	Yes or blank

	Purpose_Biological_effects
	Purpose of Monitoring: Biological effects monitoring
	Yes or blank

	Purpose_Eutrophication_effects
	Purpose of Monitoring: Eutrophication effects monitoring
	Yes or blank

	All_Data_Types
	Data type (DTYPE) CF/CS/CW/PB/PP/ZB/ZP
	Yes or blank

	All_Biota_Data
	Data type (DTYPE) CF - all parameters - contaminants and biological effects of contaminants including disease in biota
	Yes or blank

	Contaminant_parameters_in_biota
	Data type (DTYPE) CF - Contaminant parameter groups
	Yes or blank

	Biological_effects_parameters_in_biota
	Data type (DTYPE) CF - Biological effects (Parameter groups B-END, B-MBA, B-TOX)  in biota
	Yes or blank

	Disease_parameters_in_biota
	Data type (DTYPE) CF - Disease (Parameter groups B-GRS, B-HST)  in biota
	Yes or blank

	All_Sediment_data
	Data type (DTYPE) CS - All parameters - contaminants and biological effects of contaminants in sediment
	Yes or blank

	Contaminant_parameters_in_sediment
	Data type (DTYPE) CS - Contaminant parameter groups  in sediment
	Yes or blank

	Biological_effects_parameters_in_sediment
	Data type (DTYPE) CS -  Biological effects (Parameter group B-TOX)  in sediment
	Yes or blank

	All_Water_data
	Data type (DTYPE) CW- All parameters - nutrients, eutrophication effects (oygen, chlorophyll-a), contaminants and biological effects of contaminants in water
	Yes or blank

	Nutrients_ in_water
	Data type (DTYPE) CW - Nutrients  in water
	Yes or blank

	Contaminant_parameters_ in_water
	Data type (DTYPE) CW - Contaminant parameter groups  in water
	Yes or blank

	Biological_effects_parameters_in_water
	Data type (DTYPE) CW - Biological effects (Parameter group B-TOX) in water
	Yes or blank

	Chemical_Eutrophication_effect_parameters_in_water
	Data type (DTYPE) CW - Chemically measured Eutrophication effects (oxygen, chlorophyll-a) in water
	Yes or blank

	Data_Type_Phytobenthos
	Data type (DTYPE) PB
	Yes or blank

	Data_Type_Phytoplankton
	Data type (DTYPE) PP
	Yes or blank

	Data_Type_Zoobenthos
	Data type (DTYPE) ZB
	Yes or blank

	Data_Type_Zooplankton
	Data type (DTYPE) ZP
	Yes or blank


