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1 Introduction 

The InterCatch information system is designed as a simplified 
uniform data handler for fisheries commercial catch data 
submitted to ICES. InterCatch includes facilities for processing 
national data, interpolation of missing age or length data and 
quality checks. This results in input files for fisheries assessment 
and assessment models, as well as standard tables for working 
group reports.  
InterCatch facilitates stock coordinators in keeping track of the 
available national data.   

Any queries regarding this User Manual can be made to 
InterCatch Project Manager Henrik Kjems-Nielsen 
(henrikkn@ices.dk) or InterCatch Data Officer Anna Osypchuk 
(anna.osypchuk@ices.dk).   

2 Information and access 

InterCatch is a web based application that can be accessed from:  

http://intercatch.ices.dk/login.aspx

   

The client requirement is an up to date internet browser.   

The InterCatch web page can only be accessed by users that are 
set up as users of InterCatch.  

Only catch data files which in the InterCatch Exchange Format 
can be imported. A description of the format can be downloaded 
from:  

http://www.ices.dk/InterCatch

  

http://intercatch.ices.dk/login.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/InterCatch
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3 Essential concepts in InterCatch 

 
It is important to understand that in InterCatch there are two basic concepts: 

o Stock and Year  
o Allocation scheme   

Beside these two essential concepts, it is important to know that InterCatch can handle 
both age and length composition data for a stock. The stock coordinator determined if 
the imported sampled catch data should be with age or length composition. But there 
are no age-length-keys in InterCatch this means that, data cannot be converted from 
e.g. length data to age data. The conversion from length data to age data using age-
length-keys have to be done before data are imported into InterCatch 

3.1 Stock and Year: Trial or Final

 

An imported dataset can either, by the user, be set to be a Trial or a Final status. 
The user has to at all times to specify which Stock and Year, which means, which data 
set the user wants to work with. The use of the two different Stock and Year/datasets 
makes it possible to work with two different datasets; a draft and a final set. A data set 
can either be in Stock and Year Trial

 

(yellow in figure 1) or Final

 

(orange).   

Data sets in the Final status cannot be deleted, but improved Trial data can be saved 
as to overwrite the old Final dataset. See Calculate Distributions from Allocation 
Scheme

  

3.2 Allocation scheme 

Another main concept in InterCatch is the possibility to fill in missing age or length 
data from unsampled catches by an Allocation. Unsampled data can be interpolated 
with data from sampled, similar data sets. Together with the weighting key (when 
using more than one data set) this forms the Allocation scheme.   

The allocation schemes are direct linked to either the Final or the Trial Stock and 
Year. This means that if a dataset in the Trial Stock and Year are saved as a Final , 
the Final dataset is overwritten and the linked allocation schemes are also deleted. 
This means that if stock coordinator has made a allocation scheme in the Final

 

Stock 
and Year, and want to overwrite it. The stock coordinator has to copy the allocation 
scheme from Final

 

Stock and Year to Trial Stock and Year, before she overwrites 
the Final dataset with the Trial .  

The stock coordinator can make any number of allocation schemes in both Trial and 
Final Stock and Year. Of course only one (the optimal) allocation scheme can be 

used to calculate the final age or length data for the unsampled catches, which are 
going to be used in the Virtual Population Analysis or advice. But any number of 
output calculations from different allocation schemes can be exported out of 
InterCatch and compared if needed.  

3.3 Steps in InterCatch 

InterCatch functionality consists of 7 main steps: 
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1. Create Fleets/Métiers 
2. Import and Data Check 
3. Set Stock and Year/workingspace 
4. Extract and View imported Stock/Year Data 
5. Setup or Check Allocation Schemes 
6. Calculate Distributions from Allocation Scheme  
7. Aggregate and Export Stock Data  

Any numbers of Data Submitter, normally one Data Submitter from each country can 
import species data into InterCatch. But the Stock coordinator is finally responsible 
and can have an overview of the data available. Only the stock coordinator can work 
on Allocation schemes. The format for the files to be uploaded in InterCatch can be 
found in the Exchange Format manual.    
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Figure 1. Showing the process steps and Stock and Year Trial is yellow and Stock and Year Final is orange.  
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4 Logging on 

Go to the internet page:  

http://intercatch.ices.dk/login.aspx

     

To log on to InterCatch the user has to enter a username and a password. A 
user must first be created in InterCatch, please contact InterCatch Project 
Manager Henrik Kjems-Nielsen (henrikkn@ices.dk) or InterCatch Data Officer 
Anna Osypchuk (anna.osypchuk@ices.dk).    

  

The main screen of InterCatch  

http://intercatch.ices.dk/login.aspx
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On the left hand side, log on using your e-mail address and the password 
received.  
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