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Object : Assessment software

                evaluation

Attention: Fisheries Adviser



Monsieur le Secrétaire Général

Conseil International pour l'Exploration

de la Mer – CIEM/ICES

Palaegade 2-4

DK-1261 Copenhague

    DANEMARK

Nantes, le 6 mai 2004

Dear David, Dear Hans,

ICES has established the principle that all computer software used for assessments and provision of advice on fisheries should go through a formal procedure of evaluation and acceptance, which I think is very sound. However, there seems to be some confusion about the practicalities (i.a. respective role of Secretariat and Methods WG). Nevertheless, I am submitting a piece of software (enclosed floppy) and would be very glad if it could go through the review process as soon as possible.

The method (Catch Survey Analysis, CSA) seems to be a useful complement to the ICES tool kit for cases where VPA is not applicable, e.g. when age data are unreliable or missing altogether. It was well received by the Methods WG already in 1995, and more recently in 2003, 2004 but has hardly been used in ICES, except on experimental bases by the Nephrops WG and the Herring WG (for NS sprat). Broader use would help to better understand the pros and cons, and to involve more people in improving the method and its implementation, but this requires formal acceptance in the first place.

I did my best to follow the recommendations: the software comes with a manual, worked examples and source code; it has been tested against a variety of simulated data and against an independent implementation in S+; and the method has been published in peer-reviewed journals.

I am looking forward to hearing from you about this process, and am ready of course to provide any additional information or material you may need.

Best regards




Benoit MESNIL

Encl.: floppy with zipped files.
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